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CFAXACTERS 

PROLOGUE 

Scene--The Marriaqe License Bureau, Chicago, 111. 
(The Year o f  Our Lord 193s) 

LENNY THOMPSON (A Radio Announcer) 
FRIEDA SCHMIDT 
PETER MATZENAUR 
THE CLERK 

ACT ONE -- 
Scene One--The Waterfront--Pales, Wain 

(The Year o f  Our Lord, 1493) 

THE PHYSICIJJ? 
CAPTAIN CERISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

Scene Two--The TAP-Room o f  A Tavern Inn, Naples 
(The Year o f  Our Lord, 1496) 

GAS TON 
PIERRE 
EMILE 
FRITZ 
MARGUERITE 
ROSE 
LOYAL 
INXKEEPER 
LUCIA 
NINA 
LOLA 
FIRST OFFICER 
SECOND OFFICER 
LIEUTENANT 
THE ITALIAN 
THE FRENCHMAN 
THE ENGLISHMAN 
TKE G E W  
THE TURK 
THE CHINAMAN 
DANCING GIRL 
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Scene Three-The Pntientls Room 
(The Year o f  Our Lord, 1510) 

The PATIENT 
THE CHEMIST 
THE SORCERER 
FIRST PHYSICIAN 
SECOND PHYSICIAN 
THIRD PHYSICIAN 
FOURTH PHYSICIAN 
DR. GIROLAMO FRACASTORO 

(The Year o f  Our Lord, 1600) 

T E E  PATIENT 
AN ELIZABETW MAN 

(The Year o f  Our Lord, 1665) 

THE PATIGNT 
A RESTORATION Fop 

(The Yoar o f  Our Lord, 1760) 

THE PATIENT 
THE SPIRIT OF GIROLAMO FUCASTORO 

(The Year of  Our Lord, 1767) 

THE PATIENT 
DR, JOHN HUNTER 
JOHXSON--his assistant 

(The Yoar of  Our Lord, 1837) 

THE FATITCNT 
DR. PHILLIPE RICORDE 

Scene Four--The Office o f  Dr, Fournier a.t the Ropi td  
St. Louis in  Par is  

(The Year of Our Lord, 1863) 

JEAN LOUIS d.'HOUBLFa 
DR. ALBREZ FOTJRNIER 

The Bride's Dressing Room 
(Two weeks later)  

COLLETTE--the bride 
MANE --the bridefimaid 
Dr. Alfred Fournier 
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Jean Louis !  Room 
(Immediately fo l lowing)  

JEAN LOUIS d*HOUBLER 
COLLETTE 
DR. ALFRED m W I F 3  

Scene Five-Doctor's ConsultPt ion Room--Berlin 
(The Year  o f  O u r  Lord, 1905) 

DR. HOFFMAN 
FIHST DOCTOR 
SECOND DOCTOR 
THIHD DOCTOR 
FOURTH DOCTOR 
DR. FRITZ SCHAUDINW 
AN INTEHNE 
AN INTERNE 

ACT TWO 

Scene One--Laboratory o f  Dr. Metchnikoff  and Dr, Roux 
at t h e  Pasteur I n s t i t u t e  i n  Ppris  

(The Year  o f  Our Lord, 1906) 

DR, ELIE METCHNIKOFF 
THE PATIENT 
PAUL MAISONEWE 
DR, ROUX 
THE REFORMER 
DR. JULES BORDET 

(The Year  o f  Our Lord,  1907) 

THE PATIENT 
DR. WASSERMANN 
DR. JULIES BORDFT 

Scene T%o 
(The Year o f  Our Lord, 1909) 

FIHST TAUNTER 
SECOXD TAUNTER 
THIRD TAUNT3R 
DR. PAUL EHRLICH 
DR, S. U T A  
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Scene Three--A Street 
(The Year of Our Lord, 1933)  

FIRST TONLPN 
SECOND WOMAN 
THIRD KOMAN 
FOURTH WOMAN 
FIFTH WOMAN 
S I XTH WOMAN 

Lower House State Legislature o f  I l l i n o i s  
(The Year o f  Our Lord, 1933) 

FIRST LEGISLATOR 
SECOND LEGI SUTOR 
THIRD LEGI SLATOR 
FOURTH LEGISLATOR 
FIFTH LEGISLATOR 
SPEAKER 

Scene Four--Executive Office in  a Large Industrial P h n t  
(The Year o f  Our Lord, 1936) 

MR. THOMAS 
MISS JOSLYN 
JOHN ELSON 

Scene Four-A---John Elson's Rome 
(Sevcrrl hours later)  

MRS, ELSON -- John's wife 
TONY -- his  son 
JOHN ELSON 

Scene Four-B---Executive Office in  Industrial Plant 
(A month later )  

M K .  THOMAS 
A DOCTOR 

Scene Five---Corridor to  the Legislature 
(The Yegr o f  Our Lord., 1937) 

POLIT I C  IAN 
HIS CLERK 

Lower House State Legislature o f  I l l i n o i s  

( Immediately folloming) 
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C H A R A C T E R S 

LOUDS? ?& 2% 

THZ mTOUNC33 -- Lenny Thompson 

r n E  GI% -- Frieda Schiidt 

TEE BOY -- Pe t e r  Mntzenaur 

r n E  CLERK 
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"PROLOGUE" 

LouDsPzNcm 
Through the years the batt le  has been much too furious between 
the eager forces of  l i f e  and the quick forces of death. I n  
h i s  not unreasonable search for  the peace ,and quiet which he 
blindly believes will be h i s  without struggle, man has been 
constantly oppressed by the unseen tyrants within h i s  own flesh. 
Unknown, even to himself, h i s  body, from the morning of  birth 
to the evening of death, i s  the scene o f  a vigorous bat t le  be- 
tween the something that wants him t o  l i v e  and the something 
else that wants him to die. I n  most cases and at most times 
the something that w.znts him t o  l i v e  i s  stronger than the army 
o f  microbes and bacteria who would prefer h i m  out of the way. 
But there have been times when a violent plague of  a subtle 
fever w i l l  surround him unawares ,md leave him begging for  truce. 
Faced with the danger of  fresh attacks, m;2n has befriended 
str'mge medicines and. new sciences to protect him. He has worked 
unceasingly to guard himself from death. :pd so i n  the face of 
this  strong record of xhievement it seems incredible, indeed, 
that he i ins  never seriously challenged the right of  syphilis to 
destroy h i s  bokv. 
cated i n  favor of th is  vandal disease. He has accepted i t s  
terms without question. But today we are  asking: must t h i s  
continue? Today we are wondering . . . 

Because of  a confused moral code he has abdi- 

SXTTIBG: The curtain i s  rising and the 
l ights  on stage pick out the desk 
of Q marriage license bureau. The 
orchestral sounds dim to a hwn as 
we hem and then sez one of  those 
ubiquitous man-on-the-street radio 
pitchmen interviewing a young couple 
about to apply for permission to 
marry. They are not certain they' l l  
l i k e  th is  quizzing, while they know 
the clerk waits impatiently at tho 
desk. 
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m:IE A?tOUNCrn 
...and so donlt forget t o  get them fresh at your neighborhood grocer and 
have them on the breakfast table tomorrow morning. Get your order i n  this  
very afternoon before h i s  s q p l g  i s  exhausted. And now next on y o u r  
Anchors Aweigh broadcast i s  a smiling young couple, who may very well be 
that boy and g i r l  up the street you've seen holding hands these past few 
months. Your name, 
p l e a s e ?  

They're both very young and they're both very happy. 

TEE: GIHL 
Fri eda Schmidt. 

TEE ADT?OUNCXR 
And the boy friend here? 

TEE BOY 
Peter  Matzenaur. 

THE ANNOUNCER 
Well, Frieda, my-I-wish-you-could-see-her-folks, how does it fee l  t o  be 
applying f o r  a marriage license? 

TEE GIRL 
Great1 M%vbe more g i r l s  should do it. 

TE:E ANNOUNCER 
How about you, Peter? 

TEE BOY 
I already made down pqyments on furniture. 
feel. 

That owht to show how I 

TEE ANNOUNCER 
Yes , I guess it does, St  ep-a-li t tle-clo ser- to- the-mi crophone-pl ease, 
how long have you two knom each other? 

THE BOY 
Since we were kids. We l ived i n  the same block all  our lives. 

TEE AENOUNCER 
Tell  me, was it love at f i r s t  sight? That's quite a record these days. 

I - w i  sh-you-coul d- see- th em-blush- f o lk s ! 
( They hesitate about replying) 

Don't you remember i f  i t  was love at f i r s t  sight or not? 

TEE GIRL 
It couldn't have been. 
I couldn't r ide his  bike. 

Ee  pulled my hair, tore my new dress, and said 

"HE BOY 
She said I had a funny nose tne f i r s t  time she saw me, 

W E  ANNOUNCER 
Would you ca l l  it love at second sight, then? 
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TXE BOY 
?/e just sort o f  grew up together. Maybe it was  and maybe i t  wasn't, 

We stopped fighting and f e l l  i n  love the l as t  year o f  hign school. 

TEE ANNOUNCER 
I don! t know about this  next question. 
w i l l  have any faults? 

I t's--do you think your husband 

THE GIRL 
I should hope so. It d hate t o  marry a perfect man .  

TEE ANNOUNCER 
Really? 

THE BOY 
I ' d  hate t o  marry a perfect wife. 

THE ANNouNcm 
I n  that case you two ought to get along al l  right. 

m:E BOY 
We w i l l .  Come on, Frieda, l e t ' s  get the license! 

TEZ AIWOUXCE3 
T'nank you, Yrieda Schmidt and Peter Matzenaur, and the best o f  luck t o  
YOU. There-they-go-folks-I-wi sh-you-could-see-them. Well, I see my 
time's about up and we ' l l  return you t o  o u r  studios where Don Kl ine has 
an announcement for you. 
the marriage license bureau and we hope you ' l l  be bsck with us tomorrow 
afternoon at titis same time. So long, all. 

This i s  Lenny Thompson saying good-bye from 

(As he finishes h is  spiel the BOY and the 
GIRL have gone up to  t,he desk and are now 
spe'aking t o  tite C L ~ )  

m:E C L r n  
%?nerol s your medica.1 Cert if icate,  please? 

THE BOY 
Our what 7 

THE CLmX 
Your medical cert if icate.  
been examined. 

We canft  issue a license until you've both 

TEX BOY 
We want t o  get married-not insured. 

TEE CLERK 
You Ought to read the marriage law then. 

TIE BOY 
But what's the purpose o f  such a l a w ?  

-1 3- 
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TE3 CLTRK 
You don! t know? 

THE BOY 
BO. 

TEE C L m  
To put it bluntly, it' s t o  check for venereal diseases. 

TE3 BOY 
Miss Schmidt and I have known each Say, be careful the way you talk. 

other all o u r  l ives .  
her by having anybody think otherwise. 

She's a decent g i r l  and I ' m  not going to humiliate 

THE CLERK 
Rq should I think otherwise? I ' m  only quoting a l a w .  
there are people 1l;no don't even suspect they are unfit  for  marriage. 
State protects those vho are. I t ' s  for  y o u r  own good. 

Sad as it seems, 
The 

TEE BOY 
It  ought t o  take into consideration that there are s t i l l  a few decent 
people l e f t  i n  the world. 

TEE CLERK 
This w i l l  help enlarge that select circle.  
l i f e  insurance. You'd be examined for  that, e m u l d n t  t you? 

You said something about 

TE3 BOY 
Yes. 

r n E  C L r n  
Well, isn ' t  marriage just as important? 

TEE BOY 
Yes, but the idea of  the thing i s  disgusting. 
though wfi hadn't been decent. 

I t  makes it seem as 

TEE C L r n  
Decency has nothing to do with it, 

m:5 JOY 
Gosh, when two people know each other l i k e  Frieda and me--gee, sno' s 
just about perfect. 

(LENNY, the announcer, has been listening 
to this  argument and now comes to the 
desk) 

TZIE CLXSK 
I t ' s  one small w a y  of checking up on a disease that! s been around for 
a long time. 
those we can. 
that right, Lenny? 

?Ye can't ex3mine everybody just h i t  or miss so we examine 
And sooner or  l a t e r  most everybody gets married. I sn ' t  
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THE ANNouNcm 
Say, a minute ago you two kids sounded pretty sensible t o  me. How come 
you1 r e  so prudish a.bout this? 

!FIE GIRL 
Wet r e  not prudish, Weld rather not think about it. 

TEE ANNOUNCER 
Aw, come on now, it isnl t as bad as a l l  that. 

THE CLrn  
Lenny can t e l l  you. He studied the subject f o r  broadcast. 

THE A?D?OUNC?~ 
And some o f  it was kind of exciting. Nothing l i k e  I thought i t ' d  be. 

TEE BOY 
I f e l t  the same way about measles. 

TEE AlDI0UNCE.R 
I mean it. The way it started and how it spread and what men have done 
about it. Do you mean to t e l l  me you don' t know that? 

TE:E BOY 
No, and I don' t care to. 

THE &TNOuNC3R 
Aw, donlt be l i k e  that. Let  me t e l l  you about it. 

TEE BOY 
What about Frieda? You don't suppose she wmts t o  hear. 

TE3 A3?NOUNCXR 
Why not? How about i t  , Zrieda? 

TEE GIRL 
If Peter  w i l l ,  I w i l l .  

(PETZR. seems angry with her) 

rnE AW0rnTCE.R 
Don't grit your teeth so. W i l l  you, Peter? 

TEE BOY 
To t e l l  you the truth, tnere are a few things I ' d  rea l ly  l i k e  to know,.... 

ma ANXouNcm 
Eow i.t a l l  begc-, f o r  instance? Eow it spread? Well, l i k e  everything 
e l s e  there's a difference of opinion about it, but there are a few things 
that seem pretty certain, 
than our country, I n  fact  it was way back in  Pnlos, Spain. . . I t ' s  not as old as you think. Not  any older 

(The l ights  have already faded on TEE 
ANNOUNC3R as  the other l ignts  se t t le  
on the scene o f  the opening. There 
i s  music at the . . .) 

END Or' TEE PBOLOGUE 
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C H B R A C T X R S  

A VOI CE 

rnE PHYSICIAN 

CERI STOPE23 COLUMSUS 
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ACT ONE 

Scene One 

SETT I N G: The waterfront at Palos, Spain, 1493. 
The sound of sea waves washing against 
the pi l ings of  the wharf can be heard 
i n  the dark. d few mournful be l l s  a re  
ringing i n  the distance and there in 
the dark looms the darker hulk o f  the 
Pinta,  made fast  to the pier-head. 
Feeble, uncertain l ights  glimmer from 
the portholes. 

A V O I  CE 
The year of our Lord, fourteen ninety tnree! 

(The sound o f  a man walking the plank wharf 
can be heard and a moment l a t e r  the PXYSICIAN 
enters carrying a candle lantern. 
the lantern a lo f t  and calls:) 

E e  holds 

TEE PEYSI CIAN 
Captain Chris topher Columbus! Captain Columbus! 

(A creaking hatch opens Nnd the figure of 
COLUUBUS appears on deck, 
throws an eerie amber l i gh t  across h i s  face) 

The opened hatch 

COLUMBUS 
gvho c a l l s  Christopher Columbus? 

TEE PEY S I  CI AN 
I ,  the PhysicianI 

COLUMBUS 
At last .  

TEE PHYSI CIAN 
The people f l ed  when they saw y o u r  sickly men m d  sent for me. 

COLUMBUS 
Yes, we a r e  sick here. Sick as no mrm has ever been sick before. 

TEE PHY S I  C IAE  
Scurvy most l ikely.  
w a y  of saying stav home! 

That always comes from long voy,ages. I t ' s  God's 

COLTJMBUS 
Scurvy i s  c?. mock a f f l i c t ion  compwed to this  foul pox. 
scaled 'and great sores l i k e  leprosy wound their  bodies. 

Tneir skins are 
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m x  PEYSICIAN 
Maybe it i s  leposy,  

coLuMsus 
No, i t  isn.'t leprosy. 
This i s  l i k e  a11 plagues in  one. 

I ' v e  seen thnt disease, too, and i t ' s  unlike this. 

mx PHYSICIAN 
You've met devils in  your travels. 

COLw3US 
I agree we met m,my things. This was the worst. 

TEE PEYSICIAN 
Eow think you i t  c,me? 

COLUMBUS 
On wnrm nights there were moons ,and music my men had never seen nor 
heard before. 
women with f u l l  wnrm bodies ,md gracious in  tne extreme. 
us* 

I n  Espsnol,z the dark has a nngic t o  warm the flesh. Native 
They welcomed 

TEE PEYSICIAlT 
So that 's  how you spent the Qneenls money? 

COLUI'mJS 
But they l e f t  a mark beyond quick forgetting. 

TEE PEYSI CIAN 
A just pennlty f o r  sin. 

COLUMBUS 
most cruel ungodly penalty. 

mix PHYSICIAN 
The Queen f e l t  sorry f o r  you and said I should see what I could do. 
Row do lrou get nboard your pest i lent ia l  tub? 

COLUMBUS 
You' l l  find a gangp1,Ulk t o  the l e f t  there. 
drop into the harbor. 

7alk carefully o r  youl l l  

TliE PEYSI c1m 
I111 be right i t p .  

(The PEYSICIAX goes o f f  -ud c m  b e  heard 
traorping up the squeaky gangplank. 

COLTNBVS stands at the rail looking back 
across the sea. 

Thi. music grow with the heaving wnves 
be 1 ow) 
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COLUMBUS 

India maybe and yet not l i k e  India. 
We sought a passage to the east by sai l ing west! We f e l l  on lands we'd 
never mapped before. 
strange new seas with frightened men and this i s  o u r  reward---frightful 
sores slch as  man has never known before, Re find there's more to dis- 
covery than a few new trees, a cheaper spice, a snorter route. For every 
tree there's a potential rot: for  every fruit potential worm. 

We fought 

(The PHYSICIAN has come up opposite him) 

TEE PHYSI CIPLN 
I saw one of the sick men on my w a y  up. 
say that for it. 

I t ' s  not a pretty disease, 1'11 

COLUMBUS 
Will it l a s t  long? 

E E  PEYSI CIAN 
The disease or the man? 

COLUMSUS 
Either one. 

TEE PHYSICIAN 
Oh, those things come and go, you know. It may be like the Locusts that 
come every seven years. They go and this may go,  too. 

COLUMBUS 
Seven years i s  a long time. 

E23 PEYSICIAN 
It may only be the dampness of the sea air. 
body ,  you know. 

That's not good f o r  the 

COLUMBUS 
I ' v e  sailed all m y  l i f e  and never worried %bout damp before. 

ma PEYSICIAN 
There are those who say  disease nnd plagues are caused by the position 
of t h e  stars. N o t  that I hold much f o r  that belief. 

COL~JMBUS 
More than astrologers have fa i th  i n  stars. 
trusted them. 

Tie s i i l e d  by them and 

ma PEYSICIU 
Some say it' s the sign of  the devil! 

COLrndBUS 
All vague guessing for things the mind can't  account for. 

ma PEYSICIAN 
F o r  my own part I don't worry about those things. I take each plague 
as it  comes, col lect  my fee, nnd treat them 211 ,dike. A plague i s  a 
plague and what's good for one i s  amply good for  another. 
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COLUMBUS 
I have nineteen men below, 
theories? 

Can you save them o r  w i l l  you give them 

THE PHYSICIAN 
And that 's  a l l  any m a n  cCzn do. I 'll do my best. 

(The PHYSICIAN goes down the hatch) 

COLrndBUS 
Before we sailed they said the ocean dropped o f f  sharply to h e l l  ,and 
di-agons waited t o  claw our ships. This good physician must have be- 
lieved them. 

There are (He looks down the hatch, 
gr  o m  s below) 

'#hat do y o u  think o f  them? 

TEE PElYSICIAN 
(below) 

They're sick! 

COLUdBUS 
That! s no discovery. I knev! that. 

%PI PHYSI C I S  
But such a sickness. There's l i t t l e  I can do f o r  them beyond offering 
a few herbs, l e t t ing  sone blood, washing their s o r e s .  . . 

coLnI3us 
I can do thnt much mvself. . . . 

ma PHYSICIAN 
(coming on deck) 

I can prescribe one other thing. 

COLUimJS 
And that is? . . . 

Wlil PHYSICIAN 
Don' t keep them cooped up on th is  ship any longer. 

COLUMBUS 
Yes, I suppose that's best because they're o f  very l i t t l e  use as sailors. 

TEE PHYSI C I U  
Are most o f  them from Spain? 

COLrnSUS 
Some l i v e  here, some from Naples, some c a l l  Florence home. 

THE PEYSI C I A 3  
That's where they should be then, at home. 
passage send them there at once. 
w i l l  feel better when they've seen their  wives again! 

Even if ,vou m u s t  pay their  
Poor fellows, 1'11 wager most o f  them 

(The music surges higher a s  the l ights . . * )  

BLACKOUT 
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Scene Two 

CEARAC TER S 

LENNY 

VOICE 

GASTON 

PIERRE 

EMILE 

FRITZ 

MARGUERI TE 

RO SE 

LOYAL 

INNKSPER 

LUCI A 

NINA 

FIRST OFFI CER 

SECOND OFFI CER 

L I EUTXNANT 
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ACT ON3 

Scene Two 

At once the music breaks through with 
sharp intensity and then as quickly 
drops to pianissimo as L m Y  speaks. 

LENNY . and that' s the way it worked. The sai lors brought i t  home to a few 
c i t i e s  i n  Spain and I t a l y  where it quickly infected a large part  of the 
population. 
was nothing 
conquer the 
entered the 

Tho year of 

As long as it was isolated i n  a few c i t ies ,  however, there 
to fear un t i l  Charles VI11 of France took it into h i s  head t o  
c i ty  of Naples. After a short siege the mercenary soldiers 
c i t y  and there they found quite a surprise awaiting them . 

A VOICE 
o u r  Lord, 1496. 

(Tne music continues for a moment and then 
is wiped away by the crash of  wine-tempered 
laughter. A fragmentary song, a happy pas- 
sage o f  string music, a banging of tables 
and other signals o f  discordant gayety are 
heard as  tho l ights  rise. These show the 
ce l l a r  of an inn at Naples. 
INM(E3PER and h i s  retinue o f  SZZVING WOMB?-- 
catering t o  appetites of  the flesh and 
palate--are being jostled and hugged and 
teased by the victory-drunken CELEBRANTS. 
A few exaggerated l ights  pick out the 
private K3FtCmmIES o f  the army who are  
now augmented by the gayer LADIES of the 

The f rant ic  

town) 

Victory! 

A toast to Naples! 

' mILE 
What a siege it was. 

FRI T 2 
But V h a t  a triumph, too. This i s  war and the spoils of  war. Music{ 
Vomen! O h ,  God, th is  is what I dreamed of when we stormed the city. 

GASTON 
God keep Charles o f  Prance! 
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PIERR2 

(He throws h is  arm around a GIRL and 

' 
God keep the good women o f  Naples. Come here, my buxom duck! 

drags her into h is  lap) 

MARGUERITE 
How rough you are. Careful, 

P I  Zm.3 

(Fie kisses her and i s  so occupied f o r  
Careful, i s  it? Ah, the war has just begun, my sweet, 

most o f  the scene) 

GASTON 
That's what I want. War! Give me more war. 

DdILEI 
Quiet, you dog. They may take you up on it. 

GASTON 
But I do want more war! I conauered the damn c i t y  l i k e  anybody else. 

ROSE 
3vny do you w a n t  more war, stupid turtle? Don' t you l i k e  me7 

GASTON 
Did I say war? I mean wine. I want wine. 

ROSE 
Wny didn't you say so? Eerel 

(She takes a pitcher o f  wine t o  GASTON. 
He opens h is  mouth l i k e  a f i sh  in the 
noonday sun while she pours it down 
h is  eager throat) 

There you are, pig;! 

PRI TZ 
Ah, such are the f ru i ts  o f  victory. She i s  a good gir l .  

ROSE 
Fool! 

(The wine sp i l l s  down GASTON'S neck and 

ROSE laughs and falls 
he blows i t  out o f  h is  mouth l i k e  a 
spir i ted whale. 
into h is  lap) 

LOYAL 

(He springs forward to address them) 
Quiet, a l l  o f  you! 

Look who's talking. 

I snl t he beautiful? 

BdILE 

MARGUXRI TE 
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GASTON 
Ssshhh, I l i k e  speeches. 

LOYAL 
My f r i ends  . . 

ROSE 
Look, he can talk. 

LOYAL 
Q,uiet, I say. 
f e e t ,  does i t  not? 

M y  f r i ends ,  the hour i s  l a t e  and l o v e  brings wings to  our 

MARGmI TE 
What a question. 

LOYAL 
The hour i s  l a t e ,  I say, and we were promised women when we won the wa r .  

BULE 
What o f  i t ?  

LOYAL 
Wel l ,  where i s  mine? She's l e f t  me. 

INNKEEPER 
(pushing a g i r l  toward LOYAL) 

Luc ia ,  why are yon l o a f i n g ?  

LOYAL 
Ah, ma cher ie ,  th i s  is what I hoped for .  
dark and f lashing? Such eyes! 

Isn ' t  she l ove ly?  Isn't she 

(LOYAL sweeps LUCIA up i n t o  h i s  arms and 
rushes outside with her)  

Victory!  Vhat a swect war. 

GASTON 
Vive l a  France! 

FRI T 2 
Wny isn't  t h i s  ass singing f o r  us? 

(He forces  the IiWKEZPB to  the f ront )  

ImbxE--PER 
80, no, I am out o f  vo ice  tonight. Xy throat ,  i t  i s  hoarse. 

E\AILE 
Sing, you f o o l ,  we want a song f o r  t i r e d  men. 

FRITZ 
Make i t  loud and m,&e i t  good. 

GASTON 
Vive 1' I t a l i a .  

(The accompaniment f o r  the song s tar ts )  
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INTSKEEPER 
Nina1 See that everyone i s  served! 

WINA 
S i ,  signor! 

I TNKEPrn 
Lo-ve rode out on the wind l a s t  night, 
But not i n  the saddle was I. 
Gone i s  the bl iss  that I 'mew l as t  night 
And th is  i s  the reason why: 
Forgive me an anguished sigh . . . . 
Uhinh, my love sings only tra la, tra la, 
My love sings only tra lay. 
My love sings only tra la, tra la,  
NO matter what song I play. 
Eer  voice i s  sweet as  the mountain dew, 
Her smile i s  fresh as the ocean breeze, 
3ut vhen she sings os I ask her to, 
Ee r  only words are such as these, tra l a  
Tra la, tra Is, tra la, tra la, tra la, tra lae 

(As the INKKDPER sings h is  song the l ights  
begin to lower i n  this area. The REVELERS 
join in  a chorus o f  the song as i t  forms 
an undertone f o r  the following brief  scene) 

(LOYAL has gone t o  another room with LUCIA. 
The l ights  r i s e  on this  room, and LOYAL 
i s  seen backing away from the g i r l )  

LUCIA 
Yes,  i t  i s  so. For your own srke, go1 

LOYAL 
No! 

LUCIA 
I t e l l  you, you111 die! Wet11 all diel 

LOYAL 
No! I wont t believe it. 

LUCIA 
That's why I didnt t go near you. None o f  them should go near you. 

LOYAL 
You look so beautiful, ma cnerie. 

LUG1 A 
But I ' m  not. I ' m  ugly inside. I ' m  all ugly. Go now. Please go. 

(LOYAL shrinks away from her and then rushes 
outside. 
fade. 
come up again on the tap room) 

LUCIA s i t s  weeping as the l ights  
The song increases and the l ights  
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INN-KXEPER . . . my love sings only tra la! 

GASTON 
Bravo1 

Come here, you! 

Wnat a f ine song. I shall sing i t  t o  my children. 
(He turns t o  k iss  ROSE) 

(The others laugh and as GASTON i s  kissing 
ROSE, LOYAL hurries in  very frigntened) 

LOYAL 
No, no. Gaston! 

(Ee  pulls GASTON off) 

GASTON 
Why, you f o o l ,  can1 t you see I ' m  busy? 

LOYAL 
No, you cN11 t. 

GASTON 
Wnnt s wrong? 

(LOYAL whispers into GASTON'S ear and then 

(They start t o  go but the others stop them) 

GASTON draws fearfully away from ROSE) 
I t  cant t be. Monstrous! Come, my friends. 

PI- 
Wnat i s  it? mat did he say? 

FRITZ 
Tel l  US. 

GASTON 
The pox! The disease i s  burning i n  the city.  Look! 

(With a horrified look he points t o  all the 
women and then goes to ROSE and r ips away 
her bodice, revealing secondary lesions 
on her breasts. 
in  wild confusion) 

All SOLDIERS begin ex i t  

IIQTKEPELS 
Gentlemen, good soldiers, what i s  wrong? Eave I offended you? 

(Two OFFICBS enter t o  see the men leave) 

FIRST OFFICER 
(to the INNKEEPER) 

Vnere are they going in  such a, hurry? 

INNKEEPER 
Good soldiers, come back. There shall be music. . 

SECOND OFF1 CER 
Dontt stend there gaping l i k e  a sick cow. Give us some wine. 
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INNKrnPEil 
(recovering from h is  distress) 

(Just as he i s  about t o  serve them, a 
Yes, s i r ,  o f  course, o f  course. 

LIEUTENANT enters hurriedly) 

L I  EUTENATJT 
S irs ,  I have bad news f o r  you. 

(The GIRLS start  to d r i f t  out now) 

FIRST OFFIC3R 
Well, out with it. 

LI EUTEXANT 
The men you saw leave are  fleeing the city. 
brothel, from every hidden room they flee. 

From every inn, from every 

FIRST OFFI C E R  
Yout r e  mad. Haven' t they been uromised furloughs, all o f  them? 

L I  EUTENAITT 
They find the women sick. They cry the pox i s  here. 

SECOND OFFI CER 
(thinking o f  himself) 

No L 

LIEUTENANT 
Tne Spanish disease, they say. 

FIRST OT3'ICXR 
Command them t o  stay. 

L I  E)UTENA.NT 
You cocnmnd then, s i r ,  I ' m  fleeing myself. 

(Ee salutes curtly and i s  gone) 

SECOND OFFI CER 
They must be mad. 
some are a l l  the way from Poland! 

They'll never get home till they're paid off. Why, 

(At th is  point two things happen. F i r s t  
a large outline map o f  Xurope drops in- 
to place upstage. 
on the map i s  a figure o f  a WOIAN dancing 
a s l o w  sensual dance. As the l ights l o w e r ,  
th is  silhouette fades and scarlet neon 
tubes spread l i k e  a feverish artery through 
the map o f  Europe) 

Then thrown as a shadow 

FIRST OFFICER 
Some from Zngland. 

A few from Eungaryl 
SECOND OFFI CER 
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FIRST OID'ICER 
Others from Russia! 

SECOND OFF1 C3R 
From the ends o f  Europe they have come. 

FIRST OFFICER 
And now they desert l i k e  ungrateful dogs. 

SECOND OFFI CER 
Outrageous! 

FIRST OFFICER 
Here, more wine! 

(Ee offers the SECOXD OFFIC3R wine, but 
i s  transfixed by something he sees in  
the other m a n '  s face) 

SECOXD OFFI CER 
IVhat f s wrong? 

FIRST OFFICZR 
YOU 0 a 

SECOND OFFI C6R 
Why do you stare at me? 

FIRST OPl'ICER 
You've got i t  yourself1 

( A  clash o f  music and a shudder runs through 
the fading shadow o f  the woman. The FIRST 
OFFICER rushes out while the other slumps 
i n  a chair and stares stupidly ahead. The 
figwres o f  the SOLDIERS as they march past 
are seen on the glowing screen. 
an ITALIAN enters and points t o  the OFFICER) 

A s o r e  on your l ip .  

And then 

TEE ITAL IAN  
That m a n  has the Spanish disease. 

(A FAWlCE7VAE enters and points to the 
ITALIAW) 

TEE FRENCBMAI? 
Oh, terr ib le ,  ze m a n  has ze I t d i a n  disease! 

(An 3%GLISPIMAN enters and points t o  the 
FRENCEiMAEa) 

THE EIJGLISIIMAN 
Keep your distance. I cnn see you have the French disease. 

( A  G & W  enters and points t o  the E N G L I W )  
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TEE GXRMAN 
Gott i m  Eimmel, but look who has dot English disease! 

( A  TURK enters and points t o  the GERhUJ)  

TEE TURK 
Xating pig  i s  bad enough, but Mohammed should k i l l  you for having the 
C h r i  s t i m  di seasef 

(And f inal ly ,  a l i t t l e  CEINESE enters but 
doesnt t point at anybody) 

THE CHINESE 
I ' m  ve l ly  sick and I was never sick before. 

(By now the entire map should be suffused 
in  a red glow with these l a s t  figures 
outlined before it. LENNY'S voice i s  
heard speaking as the long f i l e  of M3N 
and WOMEN pass before the feverish map) 

L r n Y  . . . and thus i n  twelve years the disease had circled the globe and 
wherever white men went this new pox was h is  most adhesive companion. The 
doctors were appalled at f i r s t  and were at  a l o s s  as to how to study the 
problems it presented. Wt tney were surprisingly good scholars and 
learned many new things about their  bewildered patient. . . . 

(The sound o f  the marching men fades away, 
i s  t,zken i q  b:"~ the music 3s the lignts..,d 
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Scene Three 

CUCTF31S 

A VOICE 

!THE PATIENT 

TEE CEEMIST 

TEE SOBC3-WR 

TEE PIBST PHYSICIAN 

ms: SECOND PHYSICfAW 

TEE TEIRD PHYSICIAN 

GI ROLAMO FRACASTORO 

ELIZABETEAN MAN 

TEE FOP 

JOEN HUNTm 

JOHXSON 

PEILLIPE R I  CORDE 

W E  FOURE PIIYSICIAN 
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ACT ONE 

Scene Three 

Knen t i e  l ights  come 1.93 ag,ain the 
PATIDT i s  seen standing st stage 
center. On either side o f  him a 
CHEMIST and a SOXCERER are  waiting 
to be paid. 

P VOICE 
The year o f  OUT Lord, 1510, 

TEE PATIBJT 
I ' m  weary. Eeczdaches. I ' v e  been t o  tlnat m m  and taken this. I ' v e  been 
t o  th is  m m  and taken that. I ' v e  been steamed and scalded and bathed i n  
mud. 

TXE CXEMIST 
My f e e ,  please. 

TEE PATIENT 
(Ee pays him) 

( CEXXI ST exits) 
Eere you are. 

TEE SORC3RE.R 
Xy fee, please. 

PATIENT 
(He pays him) 

(The SORCTTBR exits) 
There you are. 

A l o t  o f  good they've done. 
a fever and sores on my body, 

I pay and pay and s t i l l  I ' m  aching, I ' v e  

(The FIRST PEIYSICIAN enters) 

TEE FIRST PEYSI CIAN 
No wonder youlre ill. You've been l istening t o  quacks. 

TB2 PATIENT 
C a n  you do any better for  me? 

THE FIRST PHYSICIAN 
I make no pretenses. 
neuralgia. 

I only observe. In  you I observe the beginning of  
A very racking sort of pain. 

TE:E PATIENT 
I can fee l  i t  already. Shooting through my body, 
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r n ~  nasT PHYSICIAN 
I told you so. 

THE PATIENT 
Do something. 

THE FIRST PHYSICIAN 
I told you I could only observe. I wont t fool you. I'm helpless. 

(The FIRST PHYSICIAN stcuds o f f  to one 
side looking very important. 
PHYsI CIA?? enters) 

The SECOND 

TEE SECOND PHYSI CIAN 
(speaking to the f i r s t  one) 

Have you seen the patient? 

TEE FIRST PHYSICIAN 
I told him he'd get neuralgic pains. 

THE PATIENT 
And I did. 

THE SXCOND PEYSICIAN 
Therell l  be swellings o f  y o u r  throat ,and your ha i r  w i l l  begin to fall 
out. A new observation. 

THE PATIENT 
Whclttll I do? 

TEE SEXOWD PHY S I  CIAI? 
L ie  down, that m a y  help. 

TE:E PATIXNT 

(He s i t s  on the edge of  the bed while 
Oh, my throat1 

the SECOND PHYSICIAN st,ulds next t o  
h i s  colleague. The THIRD PEYSICIAN 
enters) 

THE THIRD PHYSICIAEs 
I've some good advice fo r  you. 

THE PBTIDT 
I need advice, l o t s  o f  it. 

TEE THIRD PEYSICIBN 
Don't l e t  anybody else drink out of tne same cup with you. 
anybody o r  l e t  your children use the same bed. 

Don't kiss 

THE PATIEHT 
I thought you said you'd help me. 

THE TEIRD PHYSICIAN 
No, I ' m  just trying to protect your family and friends. 
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THE PATIXNT 
I wish somebody would protect me. 

(The TNRD PEYSICIAII joins the others. The 
FOURTH PEYSI CIAN enters) 

THE FOURTE PHYSICIAN 
I ' v e  just observed a new fact about the disease. 

TEE OTHERS 
What i s  it? 

TEE FOURTE PEYSI CIAN 
It can' t infect a normal skin. 
maybe so s m a l l  you can' t see it, 

There must be a break of some kind--- 

TI33 TEIXD PEYSICIAN 
We must put these facts together i n  a great body of  knowledge. 

TEE PATIENT 
Does that help me? 

TEE FOUXTH PHYSICIAN 
I n  time it  may. I ' d  just go to sleep a while if I were you. 

THE PATImT 
Oh, won't somebody do something for me? 
I w a n t  to know where it comes f r o m ,  

I ' m  t i r ed  of being observed. 
I w a n t  relief. 

(And then FBACASTORO enters. GIROLAMO 
FRACASTORO was a great physician of h i s  
time, r,ulking, i n  h i s  day, along with 
other men of the period---Fernel, Pare, 
Mas sa, Parace1 sus) 

F,UCASTORO 
I think I can help you, my boy. 

TEE PATIENT 
I think God w i l l  bless you if you do, Vho are you? 

FRACASTORO 
I ' m  Girolamo Fracastoro and I ' v e  studied the disease for the past fifteen 
years. And 
now i n  the year of o u r  Lord, 1530, I think I ' v e  found something to assuage 
your pain. 

I ' v e  studied the things these other men have said about YOU. 

TI32 FIRST PEYSICIM 
Interesting, i f  true. 

TEE SECOND PEYSICIAN 
We'd l i k e  to see y o u  do it. 

TEE III:IRD PHYSICIAN 
What do you prescribe? 
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FRACAS TOR0 
I t ' s  mercixy, gentlemen, I t s  density is great and it w i l l  penetrate the 
f lesh and drive out the disease. 
body. 

(The PATIENT 

Here, my good man, rub th is  into your 

ru'os it on iiis chest) 

THE PATIENT 
My, now soothing. 

FRACASTORO 
Does it help? 

Yes, but w i l l  it cure me? 

FRACASTORO 
It w i l l  give you r e l i e f ,  I said, 

TEE PATIXST 
I want more than re l ie f .  I ' m  ashamed o f  my body. 

FRACASTORO 
You need not be. After al l  i t f s  an i l lness  l i k e  any other. 

TEE PATIZNT 
With any other i l lness  I ' d  either die or get wel l ,  
turing me from day t o  day. 

This lingers on, tor- 
It doesn't even have a name. 

FRACASTORO 
why, I ' v e  been cal l ing i t  the disease o f  syphilis. 

THE FOURTI3 PHYSICIAN 
Syphilis? Whereld you get that one? 

FRACASTORO 
I n  my poem, and I do write poetry 

Apollo took vengeance and gave him th is  
Syphilis was a swineherd, you remember? 
occasionally, he offended Apollo. 
pox. Syphilis means lover o f  swine. 

T5E PATIENT 
I donft care f o r  the name, I want t o  get w e l l .  

FRACASTORO 
Be patient then. 
return into the clouds o f  nothingness. 

No one doubts but at a given time this disease w i l l  

THE PATIENT 
And in  the meantime it strikes my heart, removes my hair, and leaves me 
dying a s l o w  bi t ter  death. 

FRACASTORO 
I say no. Listen to me, 
surprise the disease at i t s  inception, to strangle it before it has had 
time t o  invade t h e  viscera. 

That which i s  most essential t o  a Cure i s  t o  
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T U  PATI3JT 
I sn t t  it a b i t  l a t e  f o r  that? 

F U C A  S TOR0 
But f o r  you, you milst f l ee  from fogs and wet grounds. 
a laughing country with uncovered horizon o r  a h i l l s ide  bathed i n  sun. 
Guard yourself against laziness nonchalance i n  your treatments and 
a l l o w  no truce f o r  the disease. 

Choose for  a stay 

TH3 PATIXTT 
Yes, 11 d l i k e  thnt; but w i l l  I get well? 

FRACASTOR0 
You must try. 
disanse i s  a young one-less th-m forty years old. 
come t o  study you w d  will eventmlly b,uish it from the face of the 
earth. 

These physici,ms have observed you well. After all the 
New physicians w i l l  

This i s  only the year of o u r  Lord, 1530, and much w i l l  be done yet. 
(Wow FRACASTORO joins the other great 
PEYSICIAVS. The l ights fade. A clock 
strikes i n  the distance a s  darkness 
set t les  over the stage and the f ive  
PEYSICIUTS m o w  quietly on. 

A cock crows. 
PATIXXT, alone at stage center) 

The l ights  bdgin t o  rise. 

vo I CE 
The gear o f  our Lord, 1600. 

TEE PATIXNT 
I used too much mercury and it ilrnost k i l l e d  me. 

(An 3LIZI"SETBAN M f J  passes. He stops i n  
f r o n t  o f  the PATIi3NT) 

ELI aBETE:RN MAD 
God's blood, but you1 r e  n vile-looking mess. 
lane with your cankerous itch? 

'Fmy do you c lutter  up the 
Oddsfish, you should be smoked in  hell. 

(The EL!IZflB3T€~X@T 1LA.N moves on as the clock 
strikes again) 

VOI CE 
The year o f  our Lord, 1665. 

TEE PATIZNT 
And I fee l  f o u l .  

( A  R3STORATIOM FOP passee by, daintily 
waving hi s lace  hnndkerchi ef  a t  the 
PATENT)  

TEE FOP 
You look foul .  
are. I know wnat you've been doing, you naughty 'boy. F i e  on you. It' s 
an musing l i t t l e  ailment, i sn ' t  it? 
about it. !?ow they ' l l  laugh at this. 

My dear fellow, if you but realized how ridiculous you 

I must t e l l  them at the coffee house 

(,And lau&ing heart i ly the FOP moves on. 
The PATIENT yawns and changes his  p o s i -  
tion. The clock str ikes again) 
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VOICE 
The year o f  our Lord, 1760. 

TEE PATIENT 
And nothing happens. Oh, Girolamo Fracastoro! 

FMCPSTORO 
( entering) 

Yes, my boy. 

T€U3 PATImT 
I thought you said something would happen. 

FASAC AS TOR0 
I didn' t think it w o u l d  take so long myself. 
see John Eunter coming down the highways o f  time. 
one o f  the greatest o f  al l  time and h is  name will be revered i n  a l l  the 
world o f  medicine. 

Jut be o f  good cheer. I 
Ee  is a great physicim, 

Maybe he w i l l  have sornething t o  say. 

(Lights dim and r i se  again) 

TO1 CE 
The year of our Lord, 1767. 

(JOHIJ BUNTER enters. He i s  a violent fuming 
l i t t l e  man) 

TEE PATImT 
John Eunter at last! 

E'JNTZR 
And I ' v e  plenty t o  say about you. 

TEI:E PilTImT 
I ' v e  keen here f o r  over two hundred years. 

EUXTER 
A l l  those  m m  have been te l l ing  you Yes, and you're not rea l ly  sick. 

things. 
enough. 

They're stupid old medieval quacks and have fooled you long 
Le t ' s  see what's rea l ly  wrong with you. 

TE3 PATIYJJT 
But th is  syphilis i s  no joke. 

EUNTER 
Syphilis, bah! I t ' s  just another form of gonorrhea nnd everyone knows 
that! s no great shakes as a disease. 

TEE PATIIXT 
It never made me very happy. 

EUNTER 
I know what I ' m  talking about. 
But I say most o f  their  talk i s  tommyrot. 
get i t ,  didn't they? 

They've even n,med a chmcre for me. 
They said your children might 
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TH3 PATIENT 
Yes, they advised me t o  be childless f o r  the time being. 

EUNTER 
Bosh, that 's  what i t  is--sheer bosh. 
from cups and kissing games? 

And they said you could get i t  

TEE PATIENT 
They warned me about Flaying games, yes. 

ELWTLI 
That's bosh, too. 
I t ' s  al l  a part o f  gonorrhea which we can cure. 

There's too much fa lse  knowledge about the ailment. 

TES PATIEHI 
Vny have you bean neglecting me then? 

HUNTZR 
1'11 show you how harmless it i s .  
of wrong learning. 
ing. Scat! 

3ut f i r s t  l e t ' s  clear the atmosphere 
You men get out o f  here. This i s  Jo'm Eunter speak- 

(Ee goes up Pnd chases the f i ve  
PHYSICIANS o f f  stage) 

Out with your timeworn ideas. 

Wow vinere was I7 

Out with you all, I say. 
(BU"TT3R returns) 

W E  PATIEIYT 
You said you'd prove something. 

Hi-iiJTER 
Oh, yes. Yel l ,  I w i l l .  
you how i t  functions. 

1'11 infect myself with y o u r  disease and show 
Oh, Johnson! 

( JOBIjTSON, 4n assi s t m t  , enters) 

JOHN SON 
Yes, Dr. Eunter, 

ETUTTER 
Bring me the virus o f  -7. gonorrhea infection. 

JOHNSON 
Yes, sir.  

( JOFNSON exits) 

EUNTER 
Xow y o u ' l l  S P ~  that this virus i s  nothine t o  fear. 
cause I know I ' m  right. 

I ' m  not afraid be- 

(JOENSON returns with a dish, needle, 
sevr3rd sponges and swabs, etc.) 

JOHNSON 
Eere you are, sir.  

This virus i s  from 8 mnn with the s m e  complaint as y o u r s  but in  can 
ErnJTrn 
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EU2JTEiR (Contf d) 
ear l ie r  ,and more vicious stzge. Scarify my nrm,  Johnson, and rub it in. 

(He holds out h i s  arm) 

JOE3 SOiT 
Arc you sure, s i r ?  

HUNTER 
So ahead, fool! Do n s  I bid. 

JOEINSON 
Yes,  sir. 

(Re goes through the motions o f  scrstching 
EUNTXEI'S arm and rubbing in  some o f  the 
germs with the neadle) 

ETJNT3R 
Vt-ry good, Johnson. 
see i t ' s  nothing but pnorrhes, nothing but that. 

Nor w e ' l l  witch tn is  disease develop and you'l l  

(The l ights  fade on JOKNSON and EVLJTXR 
but remain very bright on the PATIST) 

TEE PATIaTT 
Think of that! And I thought I was sick! 

Ooooooh! I am sick. Are ynu sure you vere r ight,  John Himter? 
(Es starts to get up but pnins seize n i s  body) 

( A t  nncc there i s  an orchestral f<anfare, the 
be l l s  r ing wildly and the PATIFXT looks 
frightened. He speLa.ks very ~ 1 0 x 1 ~ )  

VOICE 
The year cf our Lord, 1837. 

TE3 PAT1 3TT 
Seventy yenrs lnter  ,and I ' m  not any better, John Eunter or  no John 
Eunter. I wonder :vh3t)s happened to him. Oh, John Hunter! 

Where' 8 John Hunter? 
(E@ w:iits for nn <answer) 

(From mother section of the stage PEILLIPE 
RICOR9E enters. 
as the PATIENT calls) 

The l ight  picks him out 

RI CORDE 
John Eunter h n s  gone. 
was too dogmqtic for h i s  own good. 
could be in  tne same sore. 
both! 

Ee died from that l i t t l e  experiment of his. Ee 
He didn't drem that two diseases 

That other m m  had syphilis and gonorrhea 

W E  PAISEIZNT 
Kno are  you? 
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BI CORDE 
I a m  ' lhil l ipe Ricorde from the Hopitnl du Midi in  Paris .  I ' v e  been 
reading what old John Eunter said about you seventy years ago. 
quite ,z man, John Eunter was, md  he did many noble things f o r  medicine 
but when he talked about you he was woefully wrong. 
sin but being believed for a wrong i s  sad, indeed. 
at you lately? 

He was 

Seing wrong i s  no 
E-as anybody looked 

RI CORD3 
O f  course you're sick. You're very, very sick. 
Those f i r s t  physicians who came t o  see you were right. 
observed in  you were correct, 
Runter, because he wcs a great mm., could have twisted the whole thing 
upside down. 

aut be o f  good cheer. 

And isn ' t  it strange that one man l i k e  
The things they 

( During this  speech RICORDE cnl l s  back 
FRACXSTORO ,and the other PHYSICIANS) 

We must not forget these men. 

TEE PATIENT 
You know, I WRS beginning t o  get discouraged. 

RI CORDE 

The tiling we'd l i k e  t o  find out i s  what causes the disease. 
Be l l ,  we1 re  beginning anew today. 
takes. 
in  Pa r i s  we're working on that angle. 

Lett s hope we don' t make too  many m i s -  
Eere  

TE:3 PATIZNT 
You mean y o u  don't know yet? 

RI CORDE 
Itin afraid not. 

TLE PATImT 
My, think o f  that. Oh,  there must b o  a cause. 

RICORDE 
Ve do know th3t syphilis .md gonorrhea But we haven' t found it yet. 

a r e  not the same thing, though. ThDtts somrthing. 

TEE PATIBJT 
Yes, i t ' s  better thnn nothing, but Lord, what I wouldn't give to know 
what k e e p s  m e  in  th is  condition. 

3LACICOUT 
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ACT ONE 

Scene Four  

The spotlight rests on L B W Y  for a 
momen t . 
LENNY . . and so one hundred and one yea,rs ago the search began all over again. 

hien l i k e  Ph i l l ipe  Ricorde and 'nis favorite pupil, Dr. Alfred Fournier. 
Dr. Fournier worked at the 
t o  see the effect of syphilis on marriage. 
on degeneration o f  the body, too. 
m a n  who came to h i m  . . . . 

Eopitnl St. Louis in  Pa r i s  'and was the f i r s t  
Ea saw how the disease brought 

One d(xv i n  Pa r i s  he te l ls  about a young 

(The l ights  fade on LXNNY and come up on 
tne next scene) 

VOI e3 
The year of our Lord, 1863. 

(The off ice of DR, ALFXiGD FOURNIER nt the 
Tho time i s  Eopital St. L o u i s  i n  PDris. 

an afternoon i n  Mw. 1863, and the effect 
o f  the scene should be a suegestion of 
that period. Seated before DR. FOURNI3.R 
i s  J W  LOUIS, n young m a n  about town. 
JEAN LOUIS i s  wearing dark glasses i n  a 
pathetic attempt to conceal h i s  identity) 

J W  LOUIS . . . and so you see, Dr. T'ourniar, tnst brings me to the present situa- 
tion. Not only have I been, shall  I s-ay indiscreet i n  my affections, 
but unfortunate as well. 

F O L W I  ER 
A very frequent misfortune, I'm afraid. 

J W  LOUIS 
But I a s s u r e  you I . . . 

FOURXI m 
Yes, yes, I understand. 
none the less  tragic f o r  a l l  that. 

A very frequent misfortune but, I might add, 

JEAN LOUIS 
I suppose I thought i t  could never happen to me. 

Ey)uRNIER 
I s n ' t  it strnnge how we instinctively feel immune to certain things. 
Death, for  instance, we can always irnclgine for the other fellow but 
never for  ourself. On the otner hand, a kiss,  a physical contact with 
a woman, we can imagine for ourself but can never quite picture for the 
other fellow. 
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JEAN LOUIS 
My death was i n  a kiss. 

 VI EX 
You make it sound much too tragic. You a r e  young. 

JEAN LOUIS 
Not too young to be insensitive t o  my predicament 
of medicine to cope with my affliction. 

the present inab i l i ty  

l?OURNIrn 
Won't you Flelzse take those ridiculous g l a s s e s  off. 
treat  you If11 nave to know who y o u  are. 

If you w a n t  me to 

JEOT LOUIS 
Someone nay enter the off ice nnd recognize me. 

FOURIII m 
We have m a n y  prominent citizens come here. 
Besides, no one w i l l  enter the office. 

Nothing i s  ever said about it. 

J W  LOUIS 
If you insist  . . . . 

(Ee takes o f f  d2rk glasses) 

FOrnIrn 
Thctt s better. And now your nme? 

JVA? LOTJIS 
Jean Louis dt Houbler. 

FOURNIXt 
&, yes. 
been quite a social event. 

I ' v e  seen the announcements of y o u r  wedding. It was to have 

JEAN LOUIS 
Unfortunately, the biggest wedding of  the season. 
f o r  two weeks f r o m  tomorrow. 

The date has been set 

FOUF;NI ER 
That wedding, I f m  afrTid, w i l l  have to be indefinitely postponed. 

JEJT LOUIS 
Too l a t e  for that, doctor. The b a n s  have been read, the trousseau 
f i t ted ,  the invitations a r e  out and, yes,  even the reservations made for 
the bridal suite et  Ostend. 

FOmvIYa 
I wish you had bean as thoroughgoing i n  the other phases of  your social 
l i f e .  

J3ii.B LOUIS 
That sounds fa int ly  l i k e  a lacture o n  sin. 
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FOURNIER 
Far from it. 
Y o u r s  i s  making a rather b i t ter  one. 

Laxity o f  any kind makes i t s  own eloquent lectures. 

JEAN LOUIS 
I risked and lost. I don't apologize f o r  losing. 

FOURNIER 
But l i k e  most losers you'd l i k e  t o  squeeze out as easily as you can. 

JEAN LOUIS 
I ' n  wil l ing to employ you t o  do that f o r  me. I ' m  at your mercy. 

F O W I  EX 
( thundering) 

Then I must ins is t  that the marriage be cal led of f .  

JEAN LOTJIS 
I to ld  you i t ' s  too l a t e  f o r  that. 

F0URT;II ER 
And yet you swear you love the g ir l .  

Dr. Fournier, insane as i t  sounds and coming at this time I know you 
won! t believe me, but I worship her with a l l  my heart. To me she i s  
a l l  that i s  beautiful and desirable, 
and w a n t  to  be, 

J W  LOUIS 

She's everything that I ' m  not 

FO'rnI TLR 
I thought for a moment it was merely a wedding o f  two prominent families. - 

Tie French are barbarous thnt way. 

Yes, I know, but i n  th is  case it Pias love, too. O u r  families wanted us 
and we wanted each other. 
hunger dlxing that long engngemznt year I sought less  pleasalt  outlets. 
I ' d  rather die, however, than l o s e  'ner respsct. 

Zut rathgr than ask her t o  feed my physical 

FOURNI m 
I believe you, my boy. 
burden her with your calamity? 

?That I can't understand is--urhy do you want t o  

JXAN LOUIS 
What reason can I give for dcserting h e r  now? 
and the shock would drive her mad. 

She trusts me implicitly 

YOURUI3R 
Which shock? 
learning you're not a god? 

The shock of being l e f t  a t  the altar o r  the shock of 

JEAN LOUIS 
You don't even t r y  to  help me. 
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mm11 m 
The g i r l  w i l l  learn the truth in  any event. 
she learned it from you rather than from your body? 
deceit t o  the one already established? 

Vouldn't you prefer that 
Why add a further 

J W  LOUIS 
I don! t have tne courage t o  t e l l  her. I couldn't face her. 

FOURIT1 ER 
IThy can't you go t o  her now, th is  very day, t e l l  y o u r  story i n  all  
humility and if she loves you as intensely a s  you say she does, she 
w i l l  understand and forgive. Then return t o  me and rest  at the 
iiospital. Later, i f  all goes well, th is  marriage may be possible. And 
I ' m  sure she ' l l  w a i t .  

JW LOUIS 
I t l s  not only she. 
a l l o w  a l a te r  date. 

I t ' s  her f,mily. Theyld be insulted and refuse t o  

FOURXIER 
Yes, I was afraid o f  that. O n ,  God, why i s  there such finger-pointing 
at an I l lness  that 's  been in  every man's family at one time or mother. 

JEAN LOUIS 
You and I can't change the world, doctor. 

FO?,IRTI 33 
We must make o u r  appeal to the family then. Trust t o  tneir  mercy. 

JWT LOUIS 
Trust t o  theirs and ruq counter to mine. Tneyfd disown me. 

FOrnTI ZR 
You don't count 01; much understanding f r o 3  anybody, do you? 

JWJ LOUIS 
I n  a case l i k e  this? No. If I hacin't been caught they might have 
laughed nnd said it  was my youth, Now? No. 

20 URXI Z!R 
How would they feel ,  I wonder, i f  they knew tneir  narrow Drejudices 
were forcing you t o  heap a greater wrong on the one already begun? 

J r n J  LOUIS 
This i s  no time f o r  speculation, doctor. 
I marry her two weeks from tomorrow, there ' l l  never be n wedding. 
1'11 be m outcast forevqr. 

The simple facts are, unless 
And 

FOLRXI 3R 
It must not be. I forbid it. 

JUT LOUIS 
I t ' s  not in  y o u r  power t o  forbid. 
wish t o  ruin my l i f e  even more thm I ' v e  nlready done f o r  myself. You 
can't do it, doctor. 

I ' v e  come t o  you f o r  help a d  you 
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FoumIm 
I ' m  thinking o f  the one you love . . . 

JEAN LOUIS 
But you ask for tolerance in  a world that knows only intolerance. 
going out t o  that world now. 

I'm 
And you' l l  not stop me. 

FOURNI ER 
It' s fools l i k e  you who breed intolerance! 

JEAN LOUIS 
I n  th is  case, it will have t o  breed, that 's  all. If I had the measles 
o r  mumps you might stop me but I t ve got something you daren' t name and 
you' r e  helpless, 

F O W I E R  
Yes, I admit that, But please be reasonable f o r  har sdse. 

JEAN LOUIS 
I t' s too  l a t e  f o r  reason, doctor. 
simple as  a l l  that! 

I t ' s  much t o o  l a t e  f o r  anything as 

BLACKOUT 

I n  the dark a grotesque version o f  
the rVedding March" i s  played by the 
orchestra. This b r e a k s  off  abruptly 
as the l ights  r i se  on the bedroom o f  
the bride, COLLETTE. She i s  seated 
before a vanity dresser trying bravely 
not t o  show her anxiety. She jumps 
up eagerly when there i s  a knock on 
the door. 

COLL ZTTE 
Come in, 

Oh, i t ' s  you, Msrie. 
(MARIE, a bridesmaid, enters) 

has he not come yet? 

MAR1 E 
NO, Collette, not yet. 

COLLETTE 
t i e  must have bean hurt. E w e  they looked in  the hospitals? 

IIIIARI E 
Servants have been sent t o  look. 

COLL3T TE 
O h ,  Marie, what w i l l  I do? 

TVIARI E 
You mustn't worry. 
and water. 

Jean Louis will come if he has t o  go through f i r e  
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COLLET TE 
Yes, he would go througn f i r e  and water for me. 
But Marie . . . Ee  always said so. 

KARI E 
Don't be so frightened, Collette. 

COLLETTE 
Would he leave me at the altar l i k e  this? No, Marie, i t ' s  not possible 
he! d. do that. 

MAR1 E 
S i t  down and rest, Collette. 
guests to see. 

You don't want red eyes f o r  all those 

COLLETTE 
No, no, I mustnl t l e t  myself cry. 
best f o r  him. Re mustn't know I ' m  worried. 

I must be calm. I must look my 

ivlARI E 
You look so beautiful. 
ve i l .  It should be a beautiful wedding. 

Your mother's wedding gown and that lovely 

COLLETTE 
?yhy doesn't he come? Vhat cCm be keeping him? 

MAR1 E 
I said you mustn't cry. 3verything w i l l  be all right. Look, l e t  me 
put some powder on your cheek where you've rubbed it o f f .  S i t  s t i l l .  

(She dabs some powder on COLLZTTF S cheek) 

COLLETTE 
If Jean Louis should desert me now I ' d  want t o  die, Marie. 
face %ma again. 

I couldn't 
',lmat would she t e l l  the guests? 

MLYI E 
Collette, you're going t o  cry again if  you're not careful. 

COLLETTE 
I don't care. Go away, w i l l  you? Please l e t  me alone. I don't want 
t o  see anybody. Tell everybody t o  keep out. 

Oh, Marie, quick, see who it is! 
(There i s  a knock at the door) 

(ldARI3 opens the door, admitting DR. FOURXIER. 
Both are astounded t o  see him) 

W I  E 
Oh, y o u  can't come in  here. Tnis i s  the bride's . . 

FOURNIER 
I ' v e  come t o  see the bride. 

M.A?J E 
No, please go. She doesn' t w,mt company now. 
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COLLETTE 
No, l e t  him i n ,  Marie. Ma,ybe he knows . . . 

FOUIIT\TI XR 
Thank you, my child. 

(MABIE closes the door af ter  n i m )  

MAR1 E 
Shall I sthv now? 

COLLET TZ 
Yes, o f  course. That i s ,  maybe . 

FOURNI ER 
If you'd be so kind a s  t o  watch outside the door .  

That's all right, child, 
news o f  Jean Louis. 

Let  n o  one enter. 

Tnerefs notning t o  fear; I ' v e  only  come with 
(MARIE l o o k s  frightened) 

COLLETTE 
Yes, Jean L o u i s !  H e  . . . 

Fy)uRI\TIER. 

(FOU2NIER waits unti l  MARIE has gone) 
. . . i s  all right,  don! t fear. 

COLLXTTE 
Tel l  me who you are. I saw Marie tnought . . 

FOTJXU ER . . . I was a guest? I am a gxost, Collette, but an uninvited one. 

COLLETTE 
You frighten me. 

FOTmNIER 
No need to  be .  I ' v e  come to ta lk  o f  Jean Louis. 

COLLXPTE 
You say he's a l l  right. 

FOURNI ER 
I ' m  sure he is. 

COLLXTTE 
Then why i s n l  t he here? 
the wedding . . . Thy has he done tn is  to me? The time for 

~URNIER . . i s  long past. Yes. I know. The guests are leaving. 

COLLETTE 
N o . .  . . 

-48- 



1-4-8 

FOU3NI m 
The wed,ding w i l l  not  t,&e place today. 

My name i s  Dr. Fournier. 

I w,mt t o  t e l l  you that quickly. 
(He waits f o r  a moment before continuing) 

COLLETTE 
Then he has been hurt. I knew it. I knew nothing e lse  would keep him. 

FQURNIER 
Yes, he has been hurt. 
more by not understanding, 

But nothing so serious that you can't hurt him 

COLLETTE 
Vhere i s  he? I must go to him. 

FOLTRNI 3R 
?*ai t . 

COLLETTE 
H e ' l l  need me. There was the accident? 

FOU3.NIER 
I ' m  afraid I don' t know that. I know only why he i sn ' t  here. 

COLLETTE 
Why don't you t e l l  me? I nust know. 

FOLWI 33 
Collette, you love him very deeply, don't you? 

COLLETTE 
What a foolish question when I stand here trembling f o r  him. 

FOTrnI ZR 
Anything you might learn about him now can't possibly make any dif- 
ference t o  that love, c<m it? 

CO LLET TE 
O f  course not. 

FOURfU'I m 
N o t  even your friends o r  family o r  h is  family can real ly  come between 
that love, can they? 

COLLETTE 
Why a l l  these questions? 

FOUFJTI ER 
Because something else has come between you that your families won't 
understand. But something that you, I hope, w i l l  accept quite sensibly. 

COLLETTE 
Meaning that . . 
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FOURNIER 
Two weeks ago Jean L o u i s  came to my office. 
in  trouble. It seems held met a certain woman . . . . He told me he had gotten 

COLLETTE 
Yes . . . . 

30uRNIER 
A certain woman who allowed him l iber t ies  that . . . well, young men 
are  impulsive. 

COLLETTE 
Ee  loved her? 

F0URT:I ER 
No, he loved you, o f  course. It was one o f  those things that have been 
happening since the beginning of time but hurt just as  much when they 
happen t o  you. 

COLLXTTE 
But if they did not love each other. Men do have mistresses, I know. 

FOumIER 
This one l e f t  a rather ugly mark on him. 
to you. 

A nark he might have carried 

(This blow leaves COLLETTE speechless. 
She sinks into the chair as  though struck) 

Re was afraid t o  t e l l  you. 
families. Ee couldnl t come t o  you. 

He was afraid o f  your friends and your  

COLLETTE 
H e  couldn't come t o  me . . . he couldn't . . . why couldn't he come 
t o  me? 

FOURNIER 
He didn't want t o  face you, being l ess  than society expected him t o  be. 

COLLETTE 
I suppose sooner o r  l a t e r  everx worncan must learn that her man i s  not  
invulnerable. I .had not bargained on learning so soon. 

FOURNIER 
I forbade him t o  go through with this  marriage. 
do, giving wild and foolish reasons. 
t o  you, although my heart cried out f o r  you, 

This he refused to 
Sthics forbade me from coming 

COLLETTE 
Who stopped him then? 

FOURNIER 
Re must have stopped himself. 
him what he was doing. 
possessed the cour<a.ge not t o  come. 

Brooding over the fact must have shown 
Lacking the courage t o  t e l l  you, he s t i l l  

COLLETTE 
P o o r  Jean Louis. I s  he teryibly ill? 
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FOURhSIER 
I don't know the fu l l  extent yet. 

But h e ' l l  need plenty of understanding during the days t o  come. 
be all alone, I suppose. 

(and then wisely) 
H e ' l l  

COLLETTE 
Alone? ?Vhy should ne be alone? 

FOURNIm 
His friends w i l l  a l l  desert him. E i s  family . . 

COLLXTTE 
E i s  friends? '!&'hat about me? 

FOURNIEIR 
You? I hadn't thought . . . 

COL LET T E  
I ' m  going t o  him. 

FOURNI3.R 
You? 

COLLETTE 
It' s not as  i f  he were dead. 

FOURIT1 3 3  
But your family? 

COLLETTE 
We Panted t o  be married a year ago but They were part ly the cause. 

they made us wait. 
other this might never have happened, 

They wanted a b ig  wedding. 3ut if we had had each 

FOLWTI ER 
You do understand. 

COLLZTTE 
Yes, doctor, wet11 find h i m  together. You 7,vith your science and I 
with my love w i l l  sae nim through. 

FOURNIER 
Brave g ir l !  

COLLETTE 
Marie! 

(MARIE enters) 
Marie, order a carriage at once. A t  the back door. 
Jean Louis. 3ut the honeymoon i s  o f f  until, . . I ' m  going to 

(She looks at FOURNIER) 

FOUIiiJI ER 
It may b a long time yet, Collette. 
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The music continues f o r  a moment i n  
the darkness and then the l i g h t s  come 
up on the room o f  JEAN LOUIS. 
i n  a smoking jacket  i d l y  reading a 
newspaper. He ge ts  up, walks about 
nervously, s i t s  down again. The door 
slowly opens and COLLETTE, i n  her 
wedding gown, and ilR, FOURNI3R enter. 
They stand a t  the door unobserved and 
watch JEAN LOUIS qu ie t l y  reading the 
paper. 

He i s  

COLLETTE 
Oh, Jean Louis! 

(Ee turns and l o o k s  a t  her curiously,  
ne i ther  surprised nor g l ad  t o  see her) 

J W  LOUIS 
Co l l e t t e !  So g lad  you mame. 

COLLXTTX 
ITny, Jean Louis,  what are  you doing? 

J W  LOUIS 
Nothing important. Did you have something planned? 

C OLL XT TP, 
Eow ccan you say that? I thought you'd be gr ie f -str icken.  

J W  LOUIS 
On sucn a dray as t h i s ?  No, not a t  all. I ' v e  been niding here away 
from the f 'm i l y ,  reading. I see they have f r e e d  the Negro slaves i n  
America at  l as t .  That L incoln rnust be a great  m a .  

COLLETTE 
You . , . you were ren.ding the papers? 

J U T  LOUIS 
&d why shouldn't I read the papers? 

COLLETTE 
No reason a t  all, but today . . . 

JEA3 LOUIS 
(see ing  DR. FOITREJIlZR f o r  the f i r s t  time) 

Wny do you l e t  him stand there? I see you've somebokv w i th  you. 

COLLEll TE 
Don't you remember 3r. Fournier? 

JEAN LOUIS 
I don't b e l i e v e  I do. Eow do you do, doctor. Glad t o  meet m y  f r iends 
o f  Col le t te ts .  What do you think of the s lave  problem i n  America? 
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FOURNIER 
Come here, my boy, we want t o  talk with you. 

J W  LOUIS 
Of  course we must talk. Please s i t  down. O r  are you going some place? 

COLLETTE 
V&at makes y o u  ask that? 

JEAN LOUIS 

Collette' s a very pretty g i r l ,  don1 t 
That dress you're wearing? 
party. 
you think, doctor? 

It looks as  though you were going t o  a 
It looks lovely on you. 

COLLETTE 
( shrinking back) 

Jean Louis! 

J W  LOUIS 

They seemed vcry gay about something. 
I t ' s  a perfect day f o r  a garden party, 
poplars across the way. 

I ' v e  noticed some birds in the 

FOUXNI ER 
Collette, my dear, shall we s i t  down? 

(She s i t s  and YOURNIER turns t o  JW LOUIS) 

J W  LOUIS 
Sure, l e t ' s  all s i t .  

(They all s i t  down) 

FOlTRNI ER 
Do you remember what day it i s ?  

JEAN LOUIS 
Aro you asking me? 

FOTJRITI ZR 
Yes. 

J W  LOUIS 
Don't yov real ly  know? 

FOrnTI m 
I'm asking you. 

JEAN LOUIS 
I ' d  say Thursday. 

FOURNIXR 
And wnat date o f  the month? 

JEAN LOUIS 
Why do you ask such funny questions? 
white gown, doctor? 

Doesn't she look lovely in that 
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FOURNI3R 
Answer me, what date i s  it? 

JEAN LOUIS 

( E i s  eyes fall on the newspaper which he 
I don't know. 

grabs quickly. 
The eighth o f  June! 

Ee looks at the date) 
There you are. 

FOWI  3 3  
And wna,t were you going to do on the eighth o f  June? 

JEAN LOUIS 
Read the papers ,and . . 
. . . AND . . . the eighth o f  June. 

(Ee stares intently at COLLETTE) 
Collette! This i s  our wedding day! 

COLLIDTE 
Rad you forgotten? 

J&U LOUIS 
Forgotten? My God, yes. Wnere have I been? This l o s s  o f  sleep! 
Your gown. Now I know, Forgive me. Wnat time i s  it? I t1 s not t o o  
late. We can hurry. 

COLLETTE 
But the doctor said you couldn't. 

JEdg LOUIS 
Couldn't? 
O f  comse 1 '11 marry you. 

Said I couldn't marry my sweet Collette? The man's crazy. 

COLL ETT E 
Ee  said not yet. Later  maybe . . . 

JEAN LOUIS 
Nothing w i l l  stop us! 

FOURXI 3 3  
S i t  down, Jean Louis. 

(The BOY s i t s  down) 

J ? E  LOTIIS 
(Ee looks up at F O W I D  and seeins to 
recognize him, 
chair) 

tie sinks back into the 

Oh, now I know who you are. 
forget. You hypnotized me. 
me. 

Yes, you said I couldnlt. 
I was going to and then ... you hypnotized 

You m2de me 

FOURNIER 
Jean Louis, l i s ten  t o  me. 
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JEAN LOUIS 
Charlatan, that 's  what you are. Meddling i n  other people's business. 
I was going t o  l i ve  my own l i f e  my own way and then ycu came along. 
out o f  here, w i l l  you, get out. If you don ' t  leave this room 1111 k i l l  
you. 

Get 

You've done enough t o  ruin my l i f e .  
(He reaches into a drawer and takes out 
a small revolver which He points a t  
the DOCTOR) 

C OLLETTE 
He's only trying t o  help you, Jean Louis. He wants you t o  get well! 

JEAN LOUIS 
Then he has told you o f  my condition. 

COLLETTE 
Yes, he has told me. Eut I don't care, 1111 wait. 1'11 wait for  you. 

FOURN1E;R 
You're being very foolish, my boy. 
it over. 

Le t ' s  put that gun away and t a lk  

(JEAN LOUIS stands trembling with the 
revolver and then breaks down and be- 
gins t o  cry) 

JEAN LOUIS 
Oh, my God, what's become o f  me. 

(The DOCTOR i s  going t o  take the revolver 
when JEAN LOUIS jumps up again) 

No, you don't! You ' l l  take me away. How could I forget. Collette! 
I can't get it out o f  my mind. It seeps i n t o  your brain. I read that 
it does. I couldn't stand that, I couldn't,....... 

(And then before they realize he turns 
the gun on himself and shoots. 
stand horrified as he slumps t o  the 
f l o o r  behind the table) 

They 

COLLETTE 
Jean Louis! 

My God, doctor, he's . . . (She r u s h e s  to  him and kneels beside him) 

(She i s  sobbing) 

BLACKOUT 
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ACT ONE 

Scone Five 

VOI CE 
The year  o f  our Lord, 1905. 

The l ights  r i s e  on a row o f  chairs 
placed at different levels. Three 
COCTORS i n  white laborstory gowns 
are seated there listening to a 
fourth doctor who i s  ERICE EOFFlfLAN. 

I i O F W  
Gentlemen, it should be increasingly apparent that the virus isolated by 
Dr. Siege1 in  1898 i s  not the cause o f  syphilis. 
o f  our Lord, 1905, we must seek elsewhere f o r  the cause. 

And now in  the year 

FIRST COCTOR 
Dr. Siegel ls  virus i s  as good as any other, There are as many causes 
found for smhi l i s  as there are scientists to look for them. 
time a man peers into h is  microscope these days he comes up shouting, 
!'Ah, at l a s t  I have found it!'! I t l s  ridiculous. 

Xvery 

EOFIYMAN 
Would you deny there i s  a cause? 

FIRST EOCTOR 
I dontt deny anything. 
i t s e l f  with all these wild guesses. 

I merely say medicine i s  making n spectacle of 

H O F F M !  
That would end if the real  cause were found. 

SECOND DOCTOR 
They a l l  say theytve the real  cause, 

E O F M  
(turning to the THIFD D3CTOR) 

Dr. Schaudinn . . 
SCEAUDINN 

Yes, Dr. Hoffman. 

HOFFMLN 
For several years youlve conducted protozaological researches which 
have been the very model o f  scholarliness. 
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SCEAUDINN 
Thrmk you, Dr. Hoffman. I appreciate your tribute but if  you are think- 
ing of  me i n  connection with your problem I nust decline. 
happy at my own work. 

I ' m  much too 

HOFFMAN 
But for the sake of  humanity . , , 

SCEiXUDI NN 
Rwnanity i s  an expression used much too l o o s e l y  these past years. I 
am interested i n  humanity, yes, but not at the expense of  iny own re- 
searches which, please renember, I consider valuable i n  the i r  own srnall 
way. 

HOFLWAN 
Syphilis is becoming an increasing menace. One out of seven , . , 

SCE~UDI~TN 
S t i t i s t i c s  won't move ne. Pleme. 

HOFFiiLV 
I l v e  already spoken to the Gern'm Acadamy o f  Science. 
s m e  mind. 

They aro of  the 

s CHAUDI 1m 
No, no, you're jesting snrcly. 

FIRST M3CTOR 
It1 s a great honor, Dr. Schandinn. 

S CEAUDI YN 
A great honor to be ordered about l i k e  a janitor? 

3OFTMAN 
Unfortunately, Dr. Scnaudinn, we both a r e  ezlployed by the govcrnnsnt 
medical service. As i n  the arny, transfers can be made. I have yours 
here for transfer to the division of  venereal diseases. 

(He presents SCFJUDINN with a paper) 

SrnATJDIMN 
I donft believe it. 

ROFEiilAN 
I t ' s  a l l  there. You may. as well resign yourself to the fact, 

S CEi ATYrDI NN 
Was th is  your idea, Dr, Roffnan? 

EOFIWQ? 
1'11 be honored to work with you. 

S CHAUDI NN 
And I thought you were my friend. 
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HOFFMAN 
I t n  sure you won't regret it. 

S CHAUDINN 
Well, you certainly are a smart one, Hoffman. 
way. 

Bossing me around this 

HOFFMAN 
I ' v e  all your materials ready, 
of assistance. 

A laboratory o f  your own and plenty 

SCHAUDINN 
I t t s  a l l  as cut and dried as that. Well, damn it, I never thought 
I ' d  see the day when Fritz Schmdinn would be kicked around l i k e  this. 

HOFFMAN 
You forget the purpose o f  this, We need you. 

SCIiAVDINN 
Well, if I must I won't waste any time, 

HOFFMAN 
Science has sought th is  for four hundred years. 

SCIiArnINN 
1'11 find it i n  four 3onths. 

HOFTMAN 
You can begin next month. 

S CFIUDI NX 
Next month? 3ah, It11 begin now. Give me a microscope. 

HOFFMAN 
We have one waiting! 

(Upstage o n  a raised platform there i s  now 
discovered an old table witb a brass nic- 
roscope on it) 

SCHAUDI XN 
Hoffman, you old rascal. I should hate you for  this. What a demon 
you are. 

(SCHAUDIIJN now walks up to the microscope 
as the rest of  the stage falls into dark- 
ness. All l i gh t  i s  concentrated on 
SCIiAUDINN and that gleaming brass micros- 
cope) 

This is a good instrment. 

HOFFMAN 
The very best. 
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SCHAIIDINI~ 
You o l d  rascal, Eoffman. Veil, what are you waiting for? 

HOlPMAN 
mat do you wish? 

(The music begins here and increases i n  
intensity as the search begins) 

SCEAUDINN 
Slides! From fresh chcmcres. New infections! Old infections! A l l  
infections! 3ring me syphili sl 

( A  series of  busy LAB ASSISTANTS enter 
now with slides, They go up to the 
microscope on one side and down the other) 

EOFFMAN 
You are foolish for being so impatient1 

SCIAUDIEJN 
I dis l ike  th is  work. I w,mt to get it over with. 

EiOFFKAN 
Eere  they come. Call your needs! 

SCXAUDINN 
New infections, o l d  infections! 

What do you see? 

What do I see, wnat do I see? 

Anything new? 

Anything old, 

Anything old. 

Eoffmanl 

Yes? 

EOFFXM 

SCfiAUDINN 

HOFYMAN 

SCEAUDIITN 

E O F W ?  

SCEAUDINN 

Ii,OFAW 

S CFAUDI NN 
What's that spiral wriggling there? 

E O F W  
What spiral? 
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S CHAUD I NN 
Like a corkscrew without a handle. 

HOFFIW 
Spiral? Corkscrew? 

S C H A ~ I N N  
You heard me! Look! 

(HOFFMAN comes and looks) 

HOFFMAN 
I can't see anything. 

SCHAUDINN 
Look! 

HOFFW 
Where? 

SCHAUDINN 
See the red corpuscle in the middle o f  the f ie ld?  

XOFFIIILblN 
Yes. 

SCILAUDINN 
Now toward the eight o'clock position. 

H O W i  
Yes. 

SCHAUDINN 
A spiral! A corkscrew! 

HOFFiAN 
Yes. Fritz, you've found it! 

SCHAUDINN 
Not  so soon, One l i t t l e  spiral i s  nothing. Bring me more. 

(The LAB. ASSISTANTS practical ly dance . 
in  with more samples) 

HOFFMAN 
This i s  from a. young man. Recent infection. 

sc HAm INN 
Ah, there i s  a spiral  -- a pale spiral .  It looks l i k e  nothing -- 
twisting. 

H0FFiP-N 
From a woman. Recent infection. 

S C U U D  INN 
Again the spiral. 
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HOFFMAN 
From an old man. Recent infection. 

SCHAUD INN 
And again the l i t t l e  pale s?iral. Here on the dark f ie ld  it i s  small 
and pale, The soirochete pallida! 

(The l ights begin t o  fade) 

HOFFMAN 
From an o l d  lady. Recent infection, 

SCUUDINN 
S t i l l  the spirochete pallida! 

(The l ights are dom now and on the screen 
at the back a s l ide  has been projected 
showing the spiral-like virus on a dark 
f ie ld )  

You see i t  there, Hoffman? See the l i t t l e  spiral  l i k e  a corkscrew 
without a handle? 

H0FEIIdi.N 
From a young woman. Infection one day! 

sc :urn1 NN 

(The l ights  r i se  exactly as i n  the be- 
We've found it! There it is, Hoffman. I hope you're satisfied. 

ginning o f  the scene, only it i s  
SCHAUDINV now who i s  addressing the 
men) 

, . . and so, gentlemen, we have conclusive proof o f  the spirochete 
which i s  present i n  every infection of  this disease and i n  no other, 
I might add that I ' m  glad i t t s  been found at l a s t  because I can now get 
back t o  my own work while you, gentlemen, continue the search f o r  the 
cure. 

CURTAIN 
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ACT TWO 

Scene One 

LOUDSPXAKER 
With the discovery of the spirochete the search for cureP 
goes forward in  the twentieth century-the age o f  sudden, 
surpriping progress, The extent of  the syphilis reign o f  
terror becomes f u l l y  apparent. 
by great barrierp o f  silence and social pressure. 
profiteer on a popuhtion's fright end ignorance, clear-minded 
scientists  are gagged by prudery and scorn. I n  spite of thiF, 
new questions are asked. Nem answer9 are found. Almost im- 
PerceDtibly the ba t t l e  becomes more intensive, the field of 
fighting more widesnread. MRTCHNIKOFF, BORDFT, WASSERXANN, 
EKHLICH, LEVADITI, ECAHN, HINTON, WENGER--the great names are 
legion. Each of these death-fighters brings into Rction a new 
weapon to fight the disease. And v i th  ench paasing year the 
scientist  begins to  feel that he i s  wanted, that he ifi needed: 
and the cries o f  the peonle become louder . . . louder and 
clearer . . . 

But open fightinq i s  hindered 
mile quncks 

But f i r s t  Re must pause a t  the hboratory of METCHNIKOFF find 
ROUX a t  the Pasteur Institute in  Paris. 

SETTING: At the r i se  of the curtnin the 
wild-bearded METCHNIKOFF is 
working a t  a l ab  bench, h is  back 
to  the mdience. He i s  humming 
some mad tune when there i s  R knock 
on the door. He doesn't turn to 
look. 

VOICE 
(above the knocking) 

The year o f  our Lord, 1906. 

METCHNI KOFF 
Come in. 

(The knock i s  repeated) 
Come in, I spy! Muet I keep yel l ing ten times, come in! 

(The door opens and that ubiquitous 
fellow, the PATTEXT, enters timidly. 
METCHNIKOFF i s  too bupy to turn 
around) 
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METCHNIKOFF (cont I d )  

S i t  dom, pleape. 1'11 be w i t h  you i n  A minute, 

METCHNIKOFF finishes h is  song) 
(The PATIENT wait s nervously while 

What d i d  you say your name was? 

THE PATIENT 
(dolefully) 

I ' d  rather not give my nme, 
rather not tRlk about, 

I 've got something wrong a i th  me Itrl 

METCHNIKOFF 
( s t i l l  not looking) 

TRhatfs your age, then? 

THX PATIENT 
About four hundred years i n  round numbers. 

METCHNIKOFF 
Answer my question. How old are you? 

TKE PATIENT 
I told you four hundred years. 

METCHNIKOFF 
Four hundred That? 

(Thinking the m a n  crazy METCHNIKOFF 
turns around for  the f i r s t  time) 

Oh, 80 i t ' s  you, i s  it? 

THE PATIENT 
Yes, Dr. Metchnikoff. 

MYZETCHNIKOFF 
Did you say there was something wrong nith you? 

TH?I PATIENT 
A l l  depends how you look at it. 

METCEJIKOFF 
You must b e  the one tnith syphilis. 

T F E  PATIENT 
Shhhhhbh, please! We don't discus9 those things so loudly nowadays. 

METCKEJ I KOFF 
Don't we? Vhy not? 

THE PATIETQ 
People don't l i ke  to think about it, I guess. 
to discuse it with me, a t  least, 

I cnntt get anybody 

METCKNIKOFF 
How sad. I ' m  very sorry. 
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THE PATIENT 
Even i n  death cert if icates they won't mention it. If a m m  dies 
of--you-how-That--they c a l l  it heart trouble or hardening of  the 
arteries or brain softening, 
i t  they ' l l  never c a l l  it--well, you-know-what. 

If they can think o f  another name for 

METCHNIKOFF 
You mean syphilis? 

THE PATIENT 
(quite pained by th is  ind.iscretion) 

Please! After all . b 

Well, isnrt  i t  syphilis? 

Yes, but . . 
Then l e t ' s  c ~ l l  i t  by i t s  real  

METCRJIKOFF 

TI-IE PATIENT 

METCHXIKOFF 
name. Now That did you mint to know? 

I aant to  know what you've done for me. 

METCHNI KOFF 
Me? W e l l ,  Dr, Roux a n d  I have been sorking on apes, 

TPHE PATIENT 
Apes? Do apes have, , . er. . , 

METCHNI KOFF 
Syphilis i s  the word, No, man i s  the only one foolish enough to  have 
it SO far, But we--Dr. Roux and I--have found a m y  to give it to 
apes. 

THE PATIENT 
You mean you've actually given a.n aue this  , , , th is  , , , 

METC HNIKOFF 
We gave them Pyphilifi. 

THE PATIENT 
Oh, but if you rea l ly  knev what it f e l t  l i k e  you'd never do that, 

METCHNIKOFF 
But ae  couldnlt study the course o f  the diaeme without them. Now 
we cAn watch the course o f  those germft from the time they s ta r t  to 
the very finish. Ye know exactly whet hamens. 

THE PATIENT 
I could have saved you some trouble. I know that, too. 

METCHNIKOFF 
Could you hnve told me that it takes R while for syphilis t o  mrefid 
through the body? Could you have developed an ointment that Fill  
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METCXNIKOFF (cont *a) 
prevent the infection o f  syphilis if you apply it soon enough? 

THE PATIENT 
Have you got an ointment l i ke  that? 

METCHNIKOYF 
We have for apes. 

THE PATIZET 
For apes? m a t  makes you think it vouldn't work on me? 

METCHNIKOFF 
It won't work on you. You're too  old with the disease. But it might 
work on Romebody mho's getting it f o r  the f i r s t  time. 

THE PATIEZaT 
If a person hew what vas hBgpening he vouldn't get it, 
it  on purpose. 

Nobody gets 
Even I didn't four hundred. years ago, It was accidental. 

METCHNIKOFF 
Thnt's what they a l l  MY. 

THE PATIENT 
Well, it was. I WRS innocent. But i t  vas spring, One day . . . 

(A knock a t  the doorr) 

METC HN I KOFF 
Excuse me. Come in. 

(The d.oor opens and P A a  M A I S O N 3 ~  
enters, PAUL i s  young, eager, 
i deali R t ic  ) 

PAUL 
If you're busy, Dr. Metchnikoff, 1'11 gladly . , . 

(He turns t o  go) 

METCHNI KOFF 
No, please come in. 

PAUL 
Thank you, 

METCHNIKOFF 
What was your mme, please? 

PAUL 
Paul  Maisoneuve. 

E4ETC HNI KOFF 
(introducing the PATIENT) 

Well, I'd l i k e  t o  have you meet en old friend o f  mine. 

PAUL 
How do you do? 
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THE PATIEXJT 
Not very Fe l l ,  s i r ,  thank you. 

METCHNI KOF?? 
Well, young man, what's on your mind? 

PAUL 
I real ize that this i s  en intrusion, but I'm a medical student at the 
Faculty of  Par is  and I ' ve  just heard of your work here. This morning 
I decided to come here on a pilgrimage, 

AlIETCHNIKOF'F 
I'm touched by your tribute in  coming but you picked .?I vary p o o r  shrine, 
I ' m  e f r n i d ,  

PAUL 
No, no, not at all, Dr. Metchnikoff. I couldn't hRve nicked a more 
worthy one, 
thr i l l ed  beyond remon, 
hurried t o  you, 

When I read of  your experimental success with RpeR I WRS 

I knew Rt once th is  WRF a great moment Find I 

METCKNIKOFF 
For what purpose! 
my friend ca l l s  it, are you? 

You're not Rff l icted with t h i s  "you-know-whpt'' as 

PA-!! 
No, tha.tts the point, I ' m  not, But I ' m  w i l l ing  to  be. I ' m  perfectly 
wil l ing to be. I want you to t r y  the disease on me. 

M:ETC HN I KOFF 
On you? 

PAUL 
Yes, on me, You've done it on apes, You muPt  do it on man! 

METCHIGIKOFF 
It was just an experiment, 1Pe couldn't r i sk  it on ahuman. 

PAUL 
Then who 's going t o  benefit by your great work? 
Tho ron't have the disease outside the ltxboratory anyway, 

Surely not the apec? 

MXTCHNIKOFF 
But it Is more t h n  we dare ask a man to do, 

PAUL 
Oh, Dr, Metchnikoff, I had. R greater fAith in you. 
be d.one for man. 

Surely th is  must 
I t f e  the next logicp1 steD, i e  it not? 

METCHXIKOFF 
Yes. 

PAUL 
Then do it on me, please, 

-69- 



2-1-6 

METCHXIKOF'F 
I couldn't. 

PAUL 
You must, you must. 

METCHNIKOFF 
No, my boy, you don't know what it mems t o  suffer this disease. 

PAUL 
I don't care. 

EETC HN I KOFJ? 
My friend can t e l l  you That it meane. 

TH3 PATIXNT 
Yes, i t ' s  F) loathsome i l lness that seeps into your blood, then spoils 
your body Yith ugly sores. 
your brain, f i r s t  here, then there, and soon you are gone, R cpa~ted, 
rming  men. 

In time i t  w i l l  s t r ike  at  your henrt, then 

METCHNI KOFF 
And that19 not a very rosy future for  a,boy of your hopeful years. 

PAUL 
That's all the more rewon vhy you must persist in  your search f o r  a 
cure. Others are equally hopeful. 

METCHNIKOm 
We cm't r i sk  a l i f e  f o r  them, though. 

PAUL 
But i t ' s  my l i fe .  
who might benefit? 

And That is my l i f e  balanced against the millions 

METCHNIKOPF 
h!! boy, you have many yeers before you, years o f  happiness and good 
health. 
may. 

As an old man I advise you to treasure your youth Thile you 
Don't put yourself in  the way o f  death unt i l  you have to. 

PAUL 
What o f  you? It lurks in 
your test  tubes, i t  hides in  your smears, i t ' s  ready t o  seize you the 
moment you s l ip  with your scalpel, or  are careles? with your nipettes. 

Each day you work with death 8.11 about you. 

METC HN I KOFF 
Tith me it doesn't matter PO much, I ' m  old anyway, 

PAUL 
But you've a knowledge that mustn't d ie  with you. Your worth has been 
proved; mine i s  yet untested. 

METCHNIKOFF 
Oh, God, I wish you hadn't come to me. 
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PAUL 
I had to. 
experiment. 

You needed me to make th is  more thpn just mother 

METCHNIKOFF 

Once outside you'll be thankful fo r  your l i f e ,  
No, I can't do it, I cantt. Please go and "oreathe some fresh 
a i r  again. 

PAUL 
YOU t a lk  as  though I ' d  die. 

METCHNIKOFF 
Death sometimes isn 't  so bad. But this  disease i s  more ruthless. 

PAUL 
I t e l l  you it doesn't matter. 
i sn ' t  important. 
because I 've come to you i s  of greRt, o f  v i t a l  importance. 

What happens to me here and now 
But wha.t other tragedies might be prevented 

METCHI71 KOFF 
You're a splendid 1a.d; I vish I could use you, 

PAUL 
If I knew your secret I ' d  do it myself. 

METCHNIKOFF 
You are determined, aren't you? 

PAUL 
With a l l  my heart I am. 

METCHNIKOFF 
Well, if you must, I'll ask Dr. Roux. 

PAUL 
Oh, God., thank you. 

METCHNI KOFF 
Don't ra ise  y o u r  hopes. 

Dr, Roux! 

Dr. Roux may think otherwise. 
(METCHNIKOFF goes to the door and 
calls) 

PAUL 
( to the PATIENT) 

He'R going to do it, 

THE PATIENT 
You're a fool for doing this. 

(He exits) 
(DR. ROUX enters, He i s  brisk, 
capable and scientif ic)  

ROUX 
Yes, Dr. Metchnikoff 
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METCHN IXOFF 
I'm a little troubled, Dr. ROW. A young man , , . but first 
let me prepent him. Dr. Roux, this is Paul Maisoneuve. 

ROUX 
How do you do? 

PAUL 
( exub er an t 1 y ) 

I'm glad to meet you, doctor. 

ROUX 
Yes, you seem very delighted. What's the trouble? 

METCHNIKOFF 
Well, to make it brief, Paul has such a grea.t admirption for 
our experiment he wants to try it on himself, 

ROUX 
I don't understand. Are you diseased? 

PAUL 
No, I ' m  not. That's where the experiment comes in. 

HOUX 
But how c m  wa help you? 

METCHN I KOFF 
Paul wants us to give it to him as the next logical step. 

ROUX 
IR he mad? 

PAUL 
Not at all, Why do you hesitate? f thought you cmere men. 

BOUX 
We are. That18 why we know the value of a human life, 

PAUL 
Your apes didn't suffer. 

ROUX 
Yourre not an ape. 

PAUL 
Oh, why must you be begged to do this to me? 

METCHNI KOFF 
He seems quite insistent, Dr. Roux. 

XOUX 
Yes, doctor, but ahat would the world say if 
call us samge quacks who sacrificed a mmls 

we failed.? They'd 
life, 

METCHNIKOFF 
I tried. to tell him that. 
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ROUX 
Don't you agree vith me? 

METCHNIKOFF 
(weakening slightly) 

Yes,  I suppose I do, And yet , 
ROUX 

Yes. 

METCHNIKOFF 
And yet th is  step must be taken sometime. 

FAUL 
Thmk heavens for  that, 

ROUX 
The blame w i l l  fal l  on us in C R R ~  o f  failure, 

METCHNIKOFF 
1'11 r i s k  it if  you w i l l .  

ROUX 
Just as you say, doctor, 

METCHNI KOFF 
1 think we ought to. 

PAUL 
Then i t  shal l  be done. Make ready with your needles, Dr. 
Metchnikoff 

ROUX 
We'll be right with you. 

(ROUX exits) 

METCHNIKOFF 
I guess you win, my boy. 

PAUL 
I was examined this morning by tWo physician$, both members o f  the 
academy. 
statements, 

Both proclaimed me i n  perfect health. Here are their  sworn 

(He gives two c e r t i f i w t e s  to 

They said I do not now have the disease, have never possossed it in 
the past, 

METC Hw I KOFF) 

METCHNI KOFF 
In perfect hedth. 
ming i n  the see or  climbing a high mountain! 

And you're doing this  when you might 'be out swim- 

PAUL 
How can you deny mo the right t o  t h i s ?  
unceasing i n  our soarch for great truths. You t e l l  us t o  be unselfish 

You t e l l  us younger men to  be 
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PAUL (contld) 

i n  our efforts, devoted i n  our  work; and. yet you hesitnte the moment 
we t ry  to demonstrate thr7t devotion. 
you expect our fa i th  to have a meaning beyond your words, you wouldn't 
stand there and deny us the chance to share in  your discoveries. 

If your Words mean anything, if 

(DR. ROUX returns with a suspenc?ion 
o f  the disense, a Vidal scarifier,  
a few tovels) 

ROUX 
Here you are, doctor. 
in the hospital. 

FreRh material from two o f  the qaorst infections 

METCHNI KOFF 
( to HOUX) 

Do you s t i l l  want to go through vith i t ?  

ROTJX 
From the looks of th i s  young man I see no way out of  it, doctor. 

METC HN I KOFF 
Then s i t  dom, Paul. 
the ,eyebrow. 

We must work fast. We've infected our a,pes on 
It seems to be the most sensitive spot. 

'PAUL 
I ' m  ready. 

(PAUL s i t s  down Tith back to mdience. 
A white sheet is throm over h i s  
shoulders) 

METCHNI KOFF 
We p r i l l  make three scratches, much deeper, however, than the lesions 
i n  ordinary contact. Well1 apply the gem directly to the aound. 
We w i l l  wa.it one hour. 
We hope, and I ask God to be merciful, thRt it tprorke, 

At the end of that time w e ' l l  a p d y  the ointment. 

ROUX 
There's s t i l l  time to change your mind. 

PAUL 
No, go ahead. 

METCHNIKOFF 
Then keep your eyes closed, please, 

0 (The PATIEXT re-enters a n d  watches 
operation) 

Quiet. There. Another. There. And the l a s t  for  good. measure. 
There! 

(During th is  METCHNIKOFF has 
part ly  covered PAUL as he uses 
the applicator. The l ights  beqin 
to dim down except for a small 
cpotlight on PAUL'S face.) 
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METCHNI KOFF 
We're giving this same infection to three o f  our apes to  make sure 
the infection i s  potent. 

PAUL 
This i s  a long hour . . . A long, long hour! 

BLACKOUT 

VOICE 
Eighty-six days later.  

(The clock atrikes in the distance 
And when the l ights  come up again 
the stage i s  empty except f o r  
METCHNIKOFF. Be i s  seated as He 
was a t  the beginning o f  the scene, 
There i s  B knock a t  the d.oor) 

METCHNIKOFF 
Come in! 

Come in, please! 
(The knock is repeated) 

(Tho door opens and PAUL enters, 
He is looking very happy) 

METCHNIKOFF 
Paul ! 

PAUL 
Hello, doctor. 

METCHNI ICOFF 
Paul, l e t  me look at you. 

PAULl 
Yes, take a good look at me, doctor. 

METCHNIKOTF 
How are you feeling, my boy? 

PAUL 
Spl endi d . 

MiETCHNI KOFF 
Not even a little--shall we say, tired? 

PAUL 
I never f e l t  better i n  my l i fe !  

METCHNIKOFF 
Think o f  that. And today i s  . . , 
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PAUL 
The twenty-fourth. Eighty-six days! Eighty-six dRys have nassed 
and s t i l l  no sign o f  the disease. 

METCH'NIKOFF 
Do you real ize what that memF, Ppul? 

PAUL 
It means yourre a great man, doctor--you and Dr. Roux. 
calomel ointment w i l l  prevant the infection o f  aynhilis P t  the time 
of inception. 

It means tht 

METCHNIKOFF 
A success! 

PAUL 
It!$ the f i r s t  step i n  conquering the disease, R great preventive 
measure. And here i s  my cle,?n b i l l  o f  health. The same phyPicislns 
Tho examined me before, examined me today, 

(He reads) 
tiwe, the undersigned, hpve this  dpy examined Paul Maisoneuvo who was, 
eighty-six days ago, inoculated with the germs o f  syphilis. 
declare he does not now possess nor does he indicate i n  the past having 
possessed th is  infection. It i s  incredible that he h a p  escaped. We 
attribute th is  successful prophylaxis t o  the calomel ointment developed 
by Drs. Metchnikoff and Rowc of the Pwteur  Ins t i tu te  i n  Pe r i s  . 

We hereby 

I1 

(As PAUL finishes reading, the 
door swings open and a crusading 
woman REFORMER enters) 

THS REFORMER 
Dr. Metchnikoff! 

METCHNI KOFF 
At your service, my dear lady. 

TEE REFORMER 
As chairman o f  the Citizen's Moral Welfare League, I forbid you t o  
make your discovery known to the world! 

METCHNIKOFF 
Do you rer l ly?  

THE REFORMER 
Syphilis is the penalty for sin! You are about t o  remove that 
penalty and plunge the world into an orgy o f  s inful  living. 
n i l 1  be free to pursue h i s  lustful  impulses with no thought o f  any 
physical wrath being infl icted on him, Think, Dr. Metchnikoff, what 
thRt w i l l  mem. 

Man 

METCHNIKOFF 
You are a citizen, you say? 

THE XEmRMER 
Indeed I am. 
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METC HN I KOFF 
And you say that syphilis i s  the penalty for sin? 

THE REFORMER 
Indeed it is. 

METCHNIKOFF 
And i t ' s  horrible ghastly penalty, you111 admit. 
could never be devised, could i t ?  

A more horrible one 

TiiE REFORlGR 
I could think of none worse. 

TCHNI KOFF 
Then why in God's name hasn't it put an end to sin? 

THE mFORMEB 
why, I . L I d e . 

I\?Jl TCKNIKOFF 
Besides a l l  your moral prophylactics, chemical prophylactic i s  also 
essential and I thank God that I was able to  find that, 

THE REFORMER 
That's n o t  the way to look at it. 

IvIETC HI'? I KOFF 
Telling people i t ' s  s inful  hasn't stopped it from str iking one out of 
every ten Dersons you meet on the street! 

TfiE REFORMER 
Yes, but if they 14mldnrt sin . . . 

U T C H N  I KOFF 
If they Yrouldnft sin? The rea l  sin would be to keep this information 
from the world. 
vhen one was available! 

The rea l  sin mould be withholding a new found drug 

THE REFORUER 
You must think of people's morals. 

iviETC €IN I KOFF 
idorals be damned! You think of the i r  morals and 1'11 think of the i r  
illnesses, NOT get out o f  here. Get out o f  here, I say, I ' m  giving 
this  cure to the TJoorld. I t ' s  n o t  an important one, rea1l.y. It won't 
help the ones prho don't '!!OF they have it. It wonlt prevent innocent 
children from being born with it, 
it. But i t  ma-,r prevent a small amount of misery i n  the norld and neither 
you nor your self-righteous comnittee m i l l  stop me from giving it to 
those who need it. Good day, dear lady! 

It Taon't cure a man once he 's  gotten 

(REFORM33 exits. IQTCHNIKOFF turns to 
PAUL ) 

-77- 



2-1-1b 
METCHNIKOFF 

As though there weren't enough penalties for sin in  the tvorld. 
(The door opens again and METCHNIICDFF 

Prudish old witch, thptts what she is ,  
Paul? 

Did you hear what she seid, 

wheels around yelling) 
Get out, I told you. Donft ever come . , . 

(And then he notices that it i s  
not the REFORMER Tho stand.s i n  
front o f  him but sad-eyed l i t t l e  
JULES BORDET. METCHNIKOFF i o  
overvhelmod with j o y  at seeing 
BOHDET and rushes t o  hug him) 

Jules! Jules1 What on earth , . .? Ah, Jules, i t ' s  good to see you. 

BORDET 
(a f ter  releasing himself) 

What's wrong with you, E l ie?  F i r s t  you ye l l  
then you hug me, 

at me l i k e  a madmen and 

METCHNIKOFF 
I thought you were somebody else, 

BORDET 
Do you send all your women away l i k e  that l a s t  one? 

METCHNIKOFF 
She was a fool, a stupid fool, Jules. But no matter, how are  you? 

BORDET 
A l i t t l e  overwhelmed by this  splendid melcome. 
good; my mind, hopeful: my spirits,  bubbling. 

METCHNI I(0FF 
That's excellent, Jules. ftm glad to hear it. 
meet m y  good friend, Dr, Jules Bordet, 

PAUL 
How do you do, Dr. Bordet? I 've heprd a. grea.t 

Otherwise my health, 

Paul, come here and 

deal about you. 

BORDET 
(looking questioningly at METCHNIKOFF) 

Yes? 

PAUL 
You once worked hero with Dr, Metchnikoff, didn't you? 

BORDET 
Vorked? Slaved! I slaved und.er this  b ig  RusPiRn bear here, I ' m  
s t i l l  frightened by him, He's mad, you know. 

METCKN IKOFF 
Oh, Jules, you don't mean that. Don't believe him, Paul, Jules 
l i kes  me. He s t i l l  writes to me, aTks questions o f  his  old master. 

BORDET 
Yes, l i k e  that question three years ago, 
gave me, El ie .  

That was R good anfiver you 
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METCHNIKOTF 
I'll never forgive myself fo r  that, Jules. Such Rtupidity! You know, 
Paul, if it hadn't been for me Jules sould have been an immortal man 
todny. 

b 

PAUL 
How? 

BORDET 
Forget it, Elie. I guess your eyesight was bad, 

PAUL 
May I ask what you're talking about? 

BORDET 
Letts not mention it. 

METCHNIKOFF 
No, no, Paul  must know That a great man you are. 
back i n  1903--Jules discovered the pale spirochete of syphilis. 

You see, Paul, 

PAUL 
I thought Fritz Schaudinn did that last year. 

METCHN IKOFF 
So he did. But Jules s m  it  long before that. 
t o  say anything about it. 
cause and Jules i s  afraid he ' l l  be laughec? at. 
to me, h i s  o ld  master, and asks what I think. I say there i s  nothing 
to it end Jules i s  fool enough to believe me end l e t  the matter drop. 
Think o f  that! 

Only he's a f ra id  

So he sends a sl ide 
In  those days everybody i s  finding a 

PAUL 
Oh, how sad. 

BORDET 
Schaudinn found it anywa.y. What does it matter? I ' m  glad. he did.  

METC HNI KOFF 
But to think I cheated you of fame, Jules. 

BORDET 
I say it doesn't matter now, 
just as important. 

I 've found something else that looks 
That's what I came t o  see you alout. 

NETCHNIKOFF 
And That i s  that? 

BOKDET 
They t e l l  me that you and Dr. Roux hRve found an ointment thnt vi11 
prevent syphi1.i~ a t  tho time o f  i t s  infection. IR t h n t  right? 

METCHN I KOFF 
YOS, wha.t do you think o f  it? 
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BORDET 
I think i t ' s  mond.erfu1. I ' m  glad f o r  you. 

ibE TC HN I KOFF 
Don ' t  t e l l  me you found that three years ago, too. 

BORDET 
No, far from it. Both you and Schaudinn have worked on the early 
stages o f  the disease. That's important, yes, but w h a t  about t h e  man 
who already has it so badly you can no longer see the spirochete under 
the microscope? What about it a f ter  it burrows into every tissue and 
ca.n no longer be found? 

METCHN IKOFF 
Ah, there we are helpless. Once i t ' s  got past the f i r s t  stage i t ' s  
gone. It melts into the system. 

BORDET 
Well, E l i e ,  thet 's  iwhere I come i n .  I ' v e  got a hunch my test mill de- 
tect it at those l a t e r  stages. 

WTCHNIKOFF 
No ! 

Yes! 
BORDET 

Thir,,. o f  that, Pau , think o 
I~dl3TCHN IKOFF 

t h t ,  I told you he was a genius. Ab, 
Jules, you ' l l  be a great m?,n yet. 

BORDET 
The thing is ,  I wonder if I could work here f o r  a while. 
easier than taking you a l l  the WRY t o  my regular laboratory in  Brussels. 

It w i l l  be 

METCWIKOFF 
Le t ' s  pretend this i s  Srussels! 

B ORDET 
Ah, very good El ie .  I fee l  R t  home already. 

METCEIN IKOFF 
Anything else? 

BORDET 
Could you l e t  me take a patient nrho has had the diseEise for  a l i t t l e  
while? 

METCIXNIXOFF 
Let  me see. Pewl, do you think you could find one? 

PAUL 
I could try. 

(PAUL goes out) 
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BORDET 
Now 1'11 get my syringes ready and my test tubes and retorts m d  That 
the writers l i k e  to c a l l  "chemical parmhernalia." 

(He busies himeelf vith an 
assortment o f  imressive-looking 
paraphernalia) 

METCHNIKOFF 
Would you l i k e  to be l e f t  alone? 

BORDET 
Thatts up to you, E l ie .  
an experiment and I 'rn not saying one WRY or another that I ' m  on the 
r ight trpck. But it does look promising. 

YOU can stay or go as y o u  like. This i s  Jupt 

METCHNIKOFF 
Tel l ,  i f  i t f R  just Pn experiment you'd probebly l i k e  to have me gone 
for  R mhile. I ought t o  be getting back to Pa r i s  nnyhow. 

BORDET 
1'11 c ~ l l  you if anything good comes of this. 
use the laboratory.. 

Thank$ for l e t t ing  me 

(PAUL nom enters .pith the PATIEITT, 
vho qq-mrently must have been 
m i  t ing out s i d  e) 

PAUL 
Look vho I ' v e  found! 

METCHNIKOFF 
Ah, my innocent friend. 

BOXDET 
Has he had i t  9. long time? 

THE PATIBJT 
Ab so l u t  ely . 

BOHDET 
Then you're Just the man I need. S i t  down. 

METCHNIKOFF 
Come along, Paul. 
while. Good luck, Jules. 

We're going to l e t  Jules have some peace for a 

BORDXT 
Thmk you, El ie .  See you agpin. 

(KETCHNIKOFF and. PAUL go) 

TKE PATIENT 
Nice folloF, that Metchnikoff, 

BORDET 
Yes, indeed, I ove a l o t  t o  him. Now l e t  me heve your Rrm. 
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THE PATIEVT 
Certainly, 

BORDET 
(getting t h e  syringe ready) 

This i s  a fussy sort of test  but the main idea, is that 1'11 take 
blood from your arm end mix it y i th  four chemical reagents I ' v e  
prepared which Fi l l  make it cloudy, If it remeins cloudy i t ' l l  
mem you have the disease. 

THE PATIWT 
But I already told you I ' ve  got the disea.se. 

BORDET 
I know you have, But i n  this  other tube I have some o f  my o m  blood 
and I don't have it. 1111 test mine the pame say. If the tes t  i s  any 
good yours T i l l  remain cloudy and mine won't. 

THE PATIFINT 
I ' m  afrpid I don't understand it. 

BORDET 
Well, I don't blame you, It', very complicated end I don't understand 
Pome of i t  myself. Now we'll  take our tubes and uut them in the incubator 
here till we count ten. That would be equrl to two hours of ordinary time, 

THE PATIFNT 
1'11 count, One, tmro, three, four, f ive,  gix, seven, eight, nine, ten, 

BORDET 
That was a quick two hours. Now l e t ' s  see what pe have. 

(He takes the tubes out of the 
incubator) 

THE PATIENT 
Look! 

BORDET 
I am. 

THE PATIENT 
Mine's s t i l l  cloudy, 

BORDET 
Indeed i t  is.  

THE PATIENT 
And yours isn't. Yours i s  d e e r  as vine, Men, think o f  vhnt you've 
done. 

BORDET 
Wait a minute. b n ' t  get excited, Tefve got to check this  before 
i t ' s  valid. Here's 9 third specimen I ' ve  mved for  thnt. Thip i s  
blood from a young men with fresh sores. 
governing these things and everything has to  fit. 
i t ' s  right. 

There are  certain l a m s  
Thip m i 1 1  Drove if 
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TH'E: PATIENT 
But you just proved it....... 

BORDET 
NO, no, not f o r  certain. T e ' l l  soon see. 

(BORDET puts the tube in  and 
the PATIEXT counts rspidly) 

THE PATImT 
One, tWo, three, four, five, s ix ,  seven, eight, nine, ten! TTO 
hour$ are up. 

BORDET 
We' l l  soon know f o r  certain. 

(tRkes it out o f  incubator) 

THE PATIENT 
What fs the matter a i t h  it? 

(BORDXT looks mdly a t  the tube. 
They w a i t  impatiently but nothing 
seems t o  happen) 

BORDET 
No, there must be a mistake. The law I ' ve  developed says it should 
stay cloudy every time. And it doesnft. So the test  isn ' t  accurate 
yet. 1'11 have to work on it longer. 

THE: PATIENT 
A l i t t l e  inaccuracy won't hurt, w i l l  it? Whofll notice the difference? 

BORDET 
A f ine mess if we vent around te l l ing  peorle they had syphilis when they 
didn't and vice versa. 

THF PATIENT 
Yes, I cRn see that would be confusing. 

BORDET 
I ' m  glad  Metchnikoff didn't stay to see this fiasco. f WAF sure it 
vould work. 

THE PATIENT 
You're going to  keep on trying, aren't you? 

BORDET 
No, not for a while, I ' m  tired. 1'11 publish That l i t t l e  I ' ve  done 
and maybe someone else c ~ t n  puzzle out the anaver. 

THT PATIqNT 
Do you mind if I look at the notes? 

BORDET 
No, go ahead, Amuse yourpelf any WRY you want. But please excuse me. 
I ' m  a l i t t l e  weary. 

(BORDET goes. The PATIENT looks 
a t  the notes, The l ights d i m  
and r i se  again. The clock strikes) 
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VOICE 
The ye;..r of our Lord, 1907. 

< 

(DR. WASSERMANN en t e r s ) 

TAS SERMANN 
Could you t e l l  me There Dr. Bordet is?  

THE P A T I E "  
Hels out. 

W A S S E W N  
I ' m  Dr. Wassermann from Germany. 
Bordet's blood teste. 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  d.iscuss it with him. 

I 've been reading a l o t  about Dr. 
I have an idea I know where he made a mistnke, 

(VASSERMANN looks at the sc ient i f i c  
journal he has been carrying) 

THE PATISNT 
I wish you Pould. He i s  rather discourpged. I looked at h i s  notes 
before and they seemed l i k e  Greek to me--all these formulas. 

WASS3XLUNTJ 
No, I ' m  sure it all makes sense if  you study i t  carefully. Howver, 
there's one l i t t l e  mistake here. I can't understand how he hmpenod 
to  miss that. 

THE PATInTT 
A mistake? Where? 

VAS SERMANN 
Right here on the third emeriment. 
to f i x  it UrJ. 

I Fonder i f  he'd mind my trying 

THE PATIZST 
I ' m  m r e  he wouldn't. He's too great a man for that, 

TAS S E W m  
Then F i t  d o m  here, m i l l  you, please? 

THT PATIENT 
What're you going to do? 

WASSERMANN 
Prove that this  test  i s  essentially correct. 

(He l e t s  some more blood from the 
PATISNT'S arm) 

We von't need much, And it won't hurt, There. 
(He tpkes the tube, shakes it up, 
inserts some serum, etc. Then 
DR. BORDET wnlks in) 

BORDET 
Dr. WRssermmn! I ' m  glad you've come. 
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WASSEEUAUN 
Dr, Bardet., I think I know the answr t o  your experiment. 

B ORDET 
I ' d  be might7 grateful if you did. 
can f i x  it up, 

The morld w i l l  b e  grateful if y m  

(BORDXT soes t o  another lab bench and 
s t m t s  puttering around) 

VJASSERIILANN 
Tosether we must work on this v i t a l  experiment. 

BORDET 
Yes, we've got much ivork t o  do. 

THE PATIENT 
One, two, three, four, f ive, six, seven, eight, nine, ten! Two hours 
are up, Dr. Tassermenn. 

(WASSERiUNN tzkes the tube from the incubator) 

WAS SEFliANN 
(holding up severs1 tubes) 

Well, I ' v e  got it! 

B O D  T 
The Wassermann test f o r  syphilis! 
people w i l l  take it. 

It sounds good. I hope A l o t  o f  

WAS SER1vUXN 
Come, we must t e l l  the world we noIar heve R way o f  finding the hidden 
spirochete. 

BORIXGT 
You d o  that, 
was I? Let  me see,,...... 

I ' v e  some other importmt experiments here. Now There 

(BORDET returns t o  his Tork and is 
hapnily engzged i n  that as VASSERahANN, 
holding the tube aloft ,  goes out) 

THE PATIENT 
Bravo, DDf. Wassermnn . . . 
And God bless you, Dr. Bordet . . , (then he looks back a t  BOmET) 

-85- 



2-1-22 

(The PATIENT 500s) 

(BCRCET continues Tvvorxing in the  
lzborptorg. The l i g h t s  . . . . 

DIid CUT 
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ACT TWO 

Scene Two 

The laboratory o f  DR, PAUL EHRLICH 
a t  Frankfort , Germany. 

LENNY 
( i n  darkness) . , I) and thus twice did Dr. Jules Bordet stand on the brink of 

immortality , . once as the discoverer o f  spirochete before Schaudinn 
and once as the discoverer o f  the blood test  before Tassermann. 
because he wanted t o  make doubly sure he was right. Hovever, thanks t o  
Bordet and Wassermann there was now a way o f  test ing the disease in  i t s  
l a t e r  stages. The next step was t o  find a curer 
zealous worker and we find him now at Frankfort, Germany . . . . 

He failed 

Paul Ehrlich was R 

VOICE 
The yea.r o f  our Lord, 1909. 

The l ights  r i se  agRin. PAUL EHRLICH 
and the l i t t l e  Japmese S. HATA are 
busy at the lab bench vith brightly 
colored dyes in  test  tubea. Beside 
EERLICH stand. the THREE TAUNTERS. 
They sound l i k e  old haggling vitches. 

FIRST TA'UXTER 
(pointing a t  EHRLICH) 

That's P ~ u l  Ehrlich and he's mad! 

SECOND TAUNTER 
That's Paul Ehrlich and he's a failure! 

THIRD TAUNT3X 
For twenty yesrs he 's  been mad and failing. 

(They all laugh uproariously R t  this ' 

but EHRLICH a n d  U T A  work on oblivious 
t o  the TKREE TAUNTERS) 

FIRST TAUNTER 
Look a t  them wildly se3rching for a magic bullet. 

SECOND TAUNTER 
They've done that tvo hundred . . 

THIRD TAUIJTSR 
Year in . . + 

FIRST TATJNT"JI 
Three hundred.. e 

THIRD TAUNTER 
Year out . . . 
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Four hundred . 
Always f r i l i n g  

Five hundred. . 

SECClVD TAUNTER 
0 .  

THIRD TAUNTZR . . .  
FIRST TAUNTER 

0 .  

THIRD TAUNTER 
Never successful . . . . 

SECOND TAUNTER 
S i x  hundred times they have +one it. Paul Ehrlich is a mad fool! 

THIRI) TAUNTER 
A fsi lure.  

FIRST TAVNTER 
Why don't you give up, Paul Ehrlich, you and t h a t  l i t t l e  Japanese, 
S. Hata? 

(The lightP d i m  from the TFLREE 
TAUNTERS m d  grow more intense 
on EHPLICH rnd. HATA) 

EHRLICR . . . the princi-ole o f  this i p  right. We know thpt, Ve twist and turn 
these Prsenic compounds f i r s t  one m y  end then another. 'Re must f ind  n 
magic bullet  t o  kill the clisease, 

HATA 
Are these formulas t o  be tried next? 

EKHLICH 
Try them. Try them. Always keep trying, 

U T A  
Yes, s i r .  

EHliLICH 
Arsenic w i l l  k i l l  a human being, 
o f  arsenic wo w i l l  k i l l  the spirochete i n  the patient and not the patient 
himself . 

But if me f i n d  the right combination 

HATA 
This tube? How much? 

EHRLICH 
Add three C C . ~ S  o f  chloride! That may be the one metre looking fo r ,  

(The l ight emphasizes the THREE 
TAUNTERS again) 

FIRST TAUII\TTSR 
He t r i es  agein! 
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SECOND TAUNT33 
He w i l l  fail again, 

THIRD TAUNTER 
This is the 606th time. I ' ve  counted., 

FIRST TAUNTER 
S ix  hundred and s ix  times a foo l .  

SECOND TAUNTER 
A mad fool!  

(Light emphasis shif ts  back t o  
EHRLICH and U T A )  

HATA 
Meister! Look! 

EHRLICH 
What i s  it? 

U T A  
This i s  the 606th compound we have the report on. 
f ive  rabbits l as t  week. All had ugly sores. 

It was used on 

EIIRLI CH 
Yes , . . . 

HATA 
A l l  are plive and the sore8 are gone! 

EHRLICH 
I knew it. The magic bullet. It i s  the salvption of man. It 
w i l l  cure! It w i l l  save. I give the world my salvarsan! 

FIRST TAUNTER 
'??hat! 

SP,COPvQ TAUPTTFB 
He has found the cure. 

THIRD TAUNTER 
Bravo f o r  Paul Ehrlich. 

FIRST TAUNTER 
Such c,ournge! 

SECOND TAUNTER 
He never gave up! 

THIRD TAUNTER 
A genius! 

FIRST TAUNTER 
We knev Faul Ehrlich could do it! 

BLACKOUT 
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ACT TTO 

Scene Three 

A VOICE 
The yeer of our Lord, 1933! 

Three spotted ireas are picked UT) 

successively in front o f  the curtain 

FIRST TOMAN 
Ja, it wouldn't be PO bad, but some of them ere respectable educated 
p e o p l e .  Firat i t  was 606, then it was fever treotmenta a n d  now i t ' s  
bismuth, 
thing Torth YFhile, I say. Why, I understand they even print those 
s i l l y  a r t i c l es  i n  the medical journals. 
all right. 

Why i n  the world don't they put their  intelligence to Fome- 

Jo, t h r t f s  the place for them, 

BLACKOUT 

Light up i n  second Prea. 

FIRST GIRL 
Did you heRr thpt up in Visconain R man can't get msirried unless he takes 
R medicnl expminption f i r s t ?  

SXnND GIRL 
Ain ' t  that a m f ? i l .  Theylre not aakinq the g i r l s  to do thet, too, are they? 

FIRST GIRL 
Oh, hepvenp, no. They'd never dare psk p T i r l  t o  do thRt. Thpt do they 
think ac  m e ?  

Light UT, i n  third Rrea. 

FOURTH TOhW 
What made me mad was, he asked f o r  blood f o r  a Kahn blood test. 
I was gonna do it, too, till I lewned i t  was a new test for  syphilis. 

And 

T H I W  TOMAN 
I tlpould have walked r ight out o f  h i s  office. 

FOUHTE TOMAN 
That's exactly what I did. I was never so insulted in my l i f e .  
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Light up in f i r s t  area, 

SECOND VOlilAN 
, . . and thr t f s  That we're payinf taxes f o r  . , , t o  keep guys l i k e  
that in  office. my,  just the other d.ay someone WRS t e l l i n '  me that 
a guy named Sa l t i e l  was going to  discuss syphilis right on the f l o o r  
o f  the state legislature. ImRgine that! 
comin' t o ?  

My God, whpt's the Forld 

BLACKOUT 

The l ights r i se  on the Lamer House 
o f  a State Legislpture. The FIRST 
LEGISLATOR i s  speaking. 

FIRST LEGISLATOR . . . the proposition i s  t o  add p n  amendment to the law in  relat ion to 
marriage, 
both sexes to present R medicpl cert i f icate  stpting they are free from 
venereal diseases, In  submitting this  mendment I vish to cr711 attention 
to the grept dqmage done by syphilis m d  gonorrhea each yepr, ' Stptist ics 
show that syphilis and gonorrhea . . , 

This modern amendmznt t o  an old lam would require persons of 

SECQND LEG1 SLATOR 
Mr.  Speaker, I object t o  the terms being employed in  this  discussion. 

FIRST LEGISLATOR 
To what terms do you refer? 

SECOND LEGI SLATOR 
It should. be quite obvious t o  That terms I refer. 

FIRST LXGISLATOR 
Unless you can be more specific I shal l  continue the speech begun. I 
see nothing objectionable in it. 

S3COND LEGI SLATOR 
Well, I do. I m a y  be ol?-fa,shioned and come from a small tom but I 
s t i l l  believe that the dignity o f  the legislature should not be besmirched 
by anything so patently revolting, The diseases t o  which references hpve 
been made Rre incompatible with anything above the level  o f  bar-room talk, 
Ebrthermore, most o f  US are fnthers o f  children who Fould sooner or l a t e r  
be Pubject t o  this infamous law. HOT many o f  us would Fish them t o  be 
humiliated hy an examination before the most wcred, the most holy moment 
of their  l ives? 
able nature, In the name o f  decency I demand that this discussion be 
dropped a t  once! 

This amendment presupposes sumicion o f  a most intoler- 

FIRST LEGISLATOR 
Mr, Speaker, mith 311 due respect to my sensitive colleague, I ins-ist 
that the greatest menace confronting public health today i s  syphilis, 3ach 
yeaz i t s  de,sdly effect on the eocinl structure becomes more Rpparen?,,., 

-133- 



2-3-3 

S P 3 m  
Pnrdon me, but ?re you repl ly serious i n  m e t  yoii're saying or i s  this 
some sort o f  joke? 

FIRST LEGISLATOR 
I ' v e  never been more serious i n  my l i f e !  

THIRD LEGI SLSLTOR 
E r .  Speaker, I refuse t o  remain on the f loor nhile this disgraceful 
discussion continues! 

FIRST LEGI SLATOR 
If the gentleman mas only aware o f  the significance o f  this mezsure. 

FOURTH LEGI SLATOR 
Possibly the ans-ver i s  thpt you 'd  l i k e  a c i v i l  service job exaiiining 
prosoective brides! 

(The others I.nugh P t  this) 

FIRST LEGISLATOR 
I refuse t o  be swaTred by my collen?D;uets vulgar stupidity. 

FIFTH LEGISLATOR 
i ky  I seriously ask what your interest i n  this amendzent is7 

FIRST LEGISLATOR 
To that I glpdlj: reply. Up unt i l  P year ago I hTd no interest i n  it 
rrhatever. It WPS one of those w q e  subjects one nears 3ut never dis- 
cusses. Then I vas made i! menber o f  an inves t ig t ing  cornittee f o r  the 
insanity board. I visited A fern o f  our insrne hospitals. There I saw 
the wrecked, ravpgeci f l esh  o f  mndaen perishing from this diseqse. 
Huddled i n  corners I SEW their  mpsted boc!ies, am.7 o f  then crj ing to.be 
dead, And I thought it Trrould be 9 xind God that vould give them desth 
i n  pl?ce Qf their  -niser,q';le suflerings. k t  I h o - .  societ i s  not a s  
nerciful a s  that. Put if me cpn't relePso thesc, people through derth 
ve can ,-.t l e n s t  save their  offspring. And thpt gentlemen, i s  the pur- 
pose o f  this menctiient! 

(There i s  pn e:iharrpssed pause) 

SECORD LEGI SLATOR 
11.1 sure that m y  collep-gue, being a young !2-n, i s  being a b i t  too  nelo- 
drsmEtic i n  this matter. We would be Rlt tmsd,  too,  if me did n o t  'mom 
that this disease confines i t se l f  to those o f  loose ~ora3.s 2nd c r i n l n d  
instincts--the riff-rrzff of society. I ins ist  it h q s  no plnce i n  a b i l l  
dealins with anything as honorable r.nd s a c r e d  a s  narriage. 

FIRST LEGISLATOR 
Mr. Sperker, I ask tnat this be put t o  a vote. 

THIXD LEGI SLATOR 
S i t  dom., Ed, we're a l l  blushing f o r  you. 

FOURTB LEGISLATOR 
My constituents aould kick me out o f  off ice  if they knew I cme t o  
discuss b i l l s  l i k e  this. 
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FIRST LEG1 SLATOR 
Mr .  Speaker, there's an amendment before the f l o o r .  
be voted upon. 

I demand that it 

MR. SPEAKFXl 
In  order t o  save S i r  Galahad from further embarrassing the Rouse me 
shal l  proceed t o  the next b i l l .  

FIRST LEGISLATOR 
I demand a vote. 

SPEAKER 
You're out o f  order! "he gentleman from D r o o l  County has the f loor.  

F IFTH LEG1 SLATOR 
Mr. weaker, I present the b i l l  f o r  enlarging our program f o r  eradicating 
noxious weeds. 
cause of pigreed., burdock, thist le ,  ragweed, . . . The effect on hay 
fever i s  dovaptating, 

FAch year the farmers o f  th is  s tate  are losing money be- 

These weeds must be stamped out! 

(There i s  thunderous applause at this 
as the l ights , . .) 

BLACKOLT 
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ACT TVO 2-41  

Scene Four 

A V O I C E  
The year of our Lord, 1936! 

The executive offices of a large indus- 
trial plant, At the r i s e  o f  the l ights  
MR. EOMAS i s  seated at h i s  desk. M I S S  
JOSLYN, h is  secretary, i s  finishing the 
work of  the day. I t ' s  about f ive  i n  
the afternoon and the slanting rays o f  
the sun fal l  across the desk, fading 
toward the end o f  the scene. 

TEOMAS 
That ' l l  be a l l  f o r  th is  afternoon, Miss Joslyn. See you i n  the morning. 

IIhI SS JO SLYN 
Aren't you going to s e e  him? 

TEOMAS 
See who? 

MI SS JO SLYN 
That man from the shop who' s been waiting outside your door  a l l  after- 
no on. 

TEOXAS 
Good heavens, i s  he s t i l l ' k r e ?  

Id1 SS JO SLYN 
Yes, he i s ,  s i r ,  and he looks rather pathetic. 
men you l a i d  of f .  

Et? must be one of the 

TEONAS 
If he's been l s i d  o f f  there must be a reason. I don't veant to see him. 

M I S S  JOSLYN 
1' ve already told him yo11 would. 

m-oMAs 
Oh, well, show him in. Might as well get it over with. 

Y e s ,  sir .  
MI SS JO SLYX 

(She goes t o  the door and admits JOEN 
t o  t,he office. JOEN i s  a man of  tkirty- 
s i x  who looks older than h i s  years. E e  
i s  a. very frightened man right now) 

Mr. Thomas w i l l  see  you now. 

JOEN 
Thank you. 

MISS JOSLYN 
T i l l  that be a l l ,  Mr. Thomas? 
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TEOMAS 
Yes, I guess so. Mod night, Miss Joslyn. 

M I S S  JOSLYN 
Good night. 

(!idISS JOSLYN goes. JOHN stands timidly 
near the door) 

T.EoMAs 
I didn't get your name.... 

JOHN 
John Elson, sir. 

THOMAS 
John Zlson? Oh, yes, yes, I remember. Well, what's on your mind, 
John? 

JOHN 
This, s i r .  I don't quite understand. 

(He places a blue s l ip  before TROMAS) 

TEOMAS 
Your discharge, eh? D i d n ' t  M r .  Morrison speak t o  you? 

JOEN 
Yes, he did, but I s t i l l  don't understand. I don't know what I ' v e  
done t o  get this, s i r .  I ' v e  been employed here a long time. Ten 
years. I ' v e  never been late.  I never cause trouble. 

TROUS 

'ri'ish we had more men l i ke  you. 
I t  i sn ' t  3 question o f  being lute  o r  causing trouble, John. 
appreciate faithfulness. 
insurance company through Mr. Morrison seems t o  think you're a r isk  
they can't very well carry. 

We 
Sut the 

JOHN 
I ' v e  always done my best. I t ry  hard. 

THOUS 

3ut from the code on this s l ip  it 
It i sn ' t  a question of  trying, John. We know you l i ke  the work and we 
hate t o  lose a. Ki l l ing  workman. 
seems you're not as careful as you once were, that you get i n t o  l i t t l e  
accidents which they believe avoidable. 
overlook one accident -- l i k e  cutting your finger there -- but when it 
happens three tines they begin t o  wonder, 

The insurance company w i l l  

JOHN 
But I ' v e  worked here a long time. Nothing serious has ever happened. 

TEOMAS 
No, they step in  before anything serious does happen. 
under the head of general inefficiency. 

I t  a l l  comes 
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JOEN 
But I ' v e  worked here a long time. 
in  my l i f e .  I don! t know where I ' d  go. 

This i s  only the second j o b  I ' v e  had 

TEONAS 
Row o l d  a r e  you? 

JOIiN 
Thirty- six, s i  r. 

TEOMAS 
Thirty-six? I thought you were older than that. 

JOHN 
No, that! s my right age. I wouldn! t l ie .  

TEOl&lS 
There's no reason why you should be f ired f o r  a thing l i k e  this at 
thirty-six. You should be at the peak o f  your ab i l i t y  at that age. 

JOHN 
I t' s the only kind of work I know, 

TEOMAS 
I can't understand it. Occasionally we have t o  lay o f f  men when they 
reach f i f t y ,  cruel as it seems, becsuse the system is too complicated 
f o r  them. They become a danger t o  others as well as  themselves. Sut 
you're not  old, John, ,and yet we1re f i r ing  you because you seem old. 

JOHN 
O f  course I ' m  not old. 

TEOMAS 
idaybe you worry too much. P4r. Llorrison said yoirr mind strayed from 
your work. L'natts been bothering you, John? 

JOHN 
?Tothing, unless., . 

THOMAS 
Unless what, John? 

JOEN 
Unless i t ' s  because my wife' s going t o  have a baby. 

THOMAS 
',Thy should that worry you? Do you have any other children? 

JOKN 
Only one living. We los t  two when they vere babies. O h ,  we've had 
OW: share o f  hard luck. 
my job -- that 's  something we never counted on. 

But we never complained. Only this  -- losing 

TEOMAS 
You make me fPel  very badly, John. I wish I could help you. 

-9 9- 



2 - 4 4  

JOHN 
You could give me back my job. 

TEOMAS 
No, much as I ' d  l i k e  t o ,  I can't do that. Velve got a schedule to 
maintain and can't  break it up f o r  one m a n .  
company won't carry you on their  accident compensation l i s t .  

Furthermore the insurance 

JOE1 
You mean I ' m  definitely fired? 

m:OMAS 
Yes, John, I ' m  afraid you're definitely fired! 

BLACKOUT. 
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ACT TWO 

Scene Four-A 

I n  the darkness the vo ice  o f  JOEX'S 
wi f e  i s  heard. She i s  reading from 
a book. 

THE WIFE 
"....with that he swept the scythe through the grass ,  f u l l  o f  ox-eye 
da is i es ,  and sighing with a. dry sound. And because the grass was so 
th in ,  you could watch the scythe, l i k e  a f l a sh  o f  s t ee ly  l i g h t ,  thrwqh 
the standing crop be fore  the swath fell. And i t  sePms to  me now i t  was 
l i k e  the deathly w i l l  o f  God, which i s  ever wait ing behind u s  t i l l  the 
hour comes to  POW us dovn; y e t  not i n  unkindness, but because i t  i s  
best f o r  us that wt? l eave  growing i n  the %eadow, and be brought in to  
E i s  safe r ickyard, nnd thatched over warm with His ever last ing  loving- 
kindness. '! 

(Tne lights, which have r isen during th i s ,  
revea l  the w i f e  reading t o  a b l ind  boy o f  
twelve. He l i s t ens  a t t en t i v e l y  until she 
i s  done) 

TONY 
Are there any p ic tures  with i t ,  Ma? 

m x  YIF2 
Not i n  t h i s  book, dear, 

TONY 
I wish there Rere. 

TBE f'JIFE 
'Ynat d i f f e rence  does i t  mnke, Tony? 

TONY 
I l i k e  to  think o f  pictures. 
ones with all the co lo rs  you could think o f ,  green, qrange, pink, and 
what are the other colors? 

I ' d  l i k e  to  m7ke some o f  my own. Big  

TIE WIFE 
Blue, red, ye l low,  brown, hvender  -- ah, there art' mnny c o l o r s ,  Tony. 

TONY 
Read on. 

TIiIE WIFE 
That was the end o f  the chapter. 

TONY 
Start a new chapter. 
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TEE ',Ai I F E 
I t ' s  too l a t e  for that. 

TONY 
Pa i s n ' t  hone from work yet. I t  ca.n!t be late. 

THE ViI 'E 
Yes, it i s ,  Tony. Re ' s  late. I c a n t t  understand what's keeping him. 

(She  has put the book down and begins to 
pace the room nervously) ' 

TONY 
:Thy are you worried? 

TEE WIFE 
I ' m  not worried. I ' d  l i ke  to  know where he is ,  that 's all. Eels  not 
been well lately. He won't admit i t  but I cm tel l .  

TONY 
YOU always t e l l  me not t,o worry. 
seeing again. 

You say I shouldn't worry about not 

TEE WIFE 
I know, Tony, i t ' s  foolish o f  me. 
You' re  tired. 

Tony, I think you better go to bed. 

TO3Y 
You nlways say, ftTony, you're tired, I t  3nd you don' t rea l ly  know if 
I ' m  t i r ed  at a l l .  I3 you? 

TRE nIFE 
Tony, please go to bed. 

TOYY 
Jnst a s  you szy. 

Well , all I c:m say i s ,  there! s one good thing about not being able 
t o  see. 

( t i e  gets up ond st - r ts  t c  go)  

E 3  WIFE 
that? 

TONY 

(EC stops half  way across the room) 
not afra id  o f  the dark. 

minute. There's Pa now. 

THE WIFE 
you know? 

TOKY 
Xny doesn't he come in?  E e l s  out tnere. 

TEi3 WIFE 
Are You fooling !ne, Tony? 
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TONY 
Open the door and see. 

(She opens the door and there i s  JOSN. 
He looks more fr ightened than ever: 
h i s  face  i s  pa le )  

TEE WIFE 
John! Why are you standing there? 

JOHN 
Wny, I was . . 

TONY 
See, I t o l d  you. I knew he was there. 

(JOBIN comes i n  looking very bedraggled. 
The WIFE star ts  t o  say something but JOFJ 
puts up a f i nge r  and warns her not to show 
her f e a r  be fore  TONY) 

JOkT 
Eow are  you tonight, Tony? 

TONY 
I ' m  f i n e ,  Pa. 
Wny are you l a t e ?  

Ma just  read me a good story  but i t  didn't have piotures, 

JOE3 
I was kept a t  work. 

TONY 
Did they pay you ex t ra ,  Pa? 

JOHN 
No ,  th i s  was something else.  I thought you' d be i n  bed by now. 

TONY 
And I think I ' m  goink to  miss some- I was on my way when you came. 

thing now but I111 go anyhow. 

!Ed3 WIFE 
Good night ,  Tony. Don't kick the covers o f f  you. I t ' s  co ld  i n  your 
room. 

TONY 
You be t te r  t i e  my f e e t  down then. 

(And TONY, f ami l i a r  with the room, makes 
h i s  way out without h e l p .  As soon as 
he i s  gone the WIFE rushes t o  JOHN who 
h a s  slumped i n  a chair) 

TEE WIFE 
Jo'hn, what hapened? 

JOHN 
3verything, Martha, everything. 
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TEE VIFE 
3ut t e l l  me. 

JOHN 
But I ' v e  g o t  t o  ge t  my wi ts  f i r s t .  I will t e l l  you. 

mZ3 WIFE 
You f r ighten me. 

JOEN 
I ' m  f r ightened myself. I don' t know where to  begin. 

THX WIFE 
Yes . . 

JOHN 
'dell, I might as we l l  pet i t  all out a t  once. 
the baby! 

FBartha, you can't have 

T53 WIFE 
I can't have the baby! 
change my mind . . . i t ' s  . . . 3ut i t ' s  three months . . . A l i t t l e  l a t e  to  

JOhN 
I t  doesn't matter, you canlt  have i t ,  

m3 WIT3 
John, you' r e  trembling. Don't tremble, Thy can' t I ,  what do you mean? 

JOE.?. 
1 was f i r e d  today. 

THE WIFE 
No 1 

JOEN 
Yes! They've l e t  me go. 
l i k e  an old man. 

& i d  I was too o l d  for the work. Said I was 

ma WIFE 
They couldn' t have mecant i t .  You've been so f a i t h f u l  there. 

JOBN 
I ' ve  been f a i t h f u l  all r ight .  
they talked. 
the bnby, 

Oh, God, Martha, i t  was crazy the way 
3ut they l e t  me go just  the same, and you mustn't have 

THE WIFE 
You're taking i t  too hard. Yout11 f ind mothe r  job. 

JOEN 
You don't know why I was f i r e d ,  the r e a l  reason. 
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JOE3 
I didn! t -know at  f i r s t .  They didn' t know either. They just said I 
couldnl t keep up with the schedule. And that 's  true, Martha. Lately 
the work's been too hard. Tne same work I used t o  do without m y  ef- 
f o r t  a t  all began getting too hard f o r  me. 
was efrnid t o  come home and t e l l  you. 

So when they l e t  me go I 

mpI WIFE 
John, you should never be afraid o f  me. 

JOB3 
Well, I was. I was afraid of myself. I walked the streets f o r  a long 
tine. Then I went to our doctor ,and asked i f  there was any nedicine he 
could give me. 
so tired. 

I tnought he could give me something so I wouldn't  be 

TEE WIFE 
Did he? 

JOEIN 
He exnmined me, Ee examined ne nll over, my nerves, my blood, everything. 

TI33 ?VI FE 
Wnat did he say? 

JOhN 
Martha, I found out why Tony' E blind! 

TII3 'NIFE 
You--you found out why Tony's blind? Why? 

JOEIN 
Because o f  us. 

m 3  WIFE 
Why because o f  us? Aren!t we a l l  right? 

JOEN 
The doctor said no. Be said I ' v e  been sick f o r  a long time, and most 
l i ke ly  you've been sick, too.  

TE:p ?VI FE 
Whnt kind of sickness? 

JOE3 
The doctor said it' s--itl s syphilis. 

(She s t i f l e s  a scream while JOB3 
continues) 

I didn't know I had it. I s t i l l  don't know how I got it. I used t o  
see those stories in  the napers but 1 never dreamed it was me--me who 
might have it. Be  said i t  doesn' t pain you a t  all . . . . It just 
comes quietly, 

THE WIFE 
It must have happened long ago, 
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JOEIN 
It must have. Long before I met you, 

m 3  WIFE 
Oh, God, J o h ,  what ' l l  we do? 

JOEIN 
E e  said we shouldnf t be frightened. E e  said we snouldn't worry. 

TEE WIFE 
At least  now we know, Now there's no question. 
the job. 

We know why you los t  

JOEN 
And WE know about Tony, 

THE WIFE 
Yes. 

JOhT 
Martha, the doctor said you should come t o  him, too. 

T I 5  WIFE 
SO we won't have the baby. 

JOEN 
I don't know. 

TEE WIFE 
Yes, I understand. Tie coddnlt  have a n o t h e r .  Like  Tony, he'd never 
have a chance. 

JOEIN 
None o f  us had a ch,mce, Martha, none o f  u s  Lad a chance! 

(He f a l l s  weeping on her lap) 

SLACKOUT 
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ACT TWO 

Scene k"0~r-3 

The scene i s  MR. THORiAStS off ice again. 
A t  the r i se  o f  the l ights,  the IXlCTOR 
i s  talking t o  MR. TE:@VdS. 

TEE COCTOR . . . and so a few months ago tnis John Tlson crime t o  my office asking 
f o r  medical exnmination. He said he'd been f i red  from your company f o r  
inefficiency and he wondered if there was anything I could do f o r  him. 

THOMAS 
Yes, I remember the case, We nnted t o  l e t  him go. E e  had always been 
a wil l ing worker. 

T'rlE DOCTOR 
I wonder if you real ize the rea l  reason f o r  h is  inefficiency? 

TEOMAS 
We t ry  t o  look i n t o  those things when we can but o f  course i t ' s  impos- 
s ib le  t o  investigate a l l  personal details. 

TEE IX)CT@R 
Eow often do you have to dismiss a man f o r  inefficiency--for getting 
i n t o  accidents, f o r  making mistakes, f o r  stm-gazing, f o r  day-dreaming, 
f o r  wasting time? 

THOMAS 
It happens quite frequently. We're a large  organization. 

TEE COCTOR 
And breaking in  a new m,an i s  a rather expensive item, i sn l t  it? 

"BOMAS 
Yes, terribly. 
system--this hiring and f i r ing  of men. 

But we have t o  accept it as part o f  o u r  industrial 

T5E IX)CTOR 
Would you l i k e  to know why one man--this John Tlson, f o r  instance, W h o  

worked here f o r  more than ten years--was los t  t o  you? 

THOMAS 
It wasnf t our fault,  I can t e l l  you that, 
conditions ideal. 

Eiis p ~ v  was good, his working 

THP EOCTOR 
Well, I t 1 1  t e l l  you why. 
he had syphilis, 

The reason he was inefficient was becrzuse 

l x o u s  
I don' t believe it, Eel s not the type. 
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TH3 DOCTOR 
The disease doesn't confine i t s e l f  t o  types, Mr.  Thomas. 
t o  str ike anybody. 
cently years agos 
h e w  he had it. 

I t ' s  l i ab le  

Because o f  ignorance o f  the symptoms he never even 
John, i n  a rather unusual case, had gotten it inno- 

THOi4AS 
He must have. 

THE DOCTOR 
170, he didn't. 

TEONAS 
Well, I ' m  glad he's gone. We don't want any such man around th i s  plant. 

THE DOCTOR 
Se  ~ o u l d n '  t have had the disease if you had helped him. 

THOMAS 
How could I have helped him? 

THE DOCTOR 
You could have given all your men. blood tests  and treated tho- who were 
found infected at regular intervals. 
inefficiency. 

You do a l l  other things t o  avoid 

THOMAS 
That's too personal a problem. 

TEE DOCTOR 
It w i l l  save you money, you h o w .  

rnOi<iAS 
That's that? 

THE DOCTOR 
1 said it would save you money. 

TII01iU.S 
Iiow do y o u  explain that? 

THE ECTOR 
Oh, don! t think I ' d  expect y o u  t o  do a11 th is  out o f  sheer good- 
heartedness. Far f r o m  it. 

THOMAS 
3ut saving money. How will I go about that? 

THE D3CTOR 
Take blood tests o f  a l l  your men. 
ficiency you've got in  your plant. 

Find out how much potential inef- 

THOkL4S 
Tl-Latrs an excellent idea. 
l i k e  bad risks. 

Then we could l a y  o f f  all the men who look 
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TEE DOCTOR 
Oh, no, not so fast  here. You cant t do that. You wontt get any man 
tested unti l  you can assure him tnat the test w i l l  i n  no way interfere 
with h is  j o b  -- provided he takes treatment. 
ment they ' l l  be as eff icient as anybody. 

If  they're under treat- 

'ITI:OMAS 
You're su re  o f  that? 

TEE iX)CTOR 
I wouldnlt be nere if I didnlt think so. 

TROMAS 
All right. 
I crm nrornise you this  -- if,  as you say, it will increase the efficiency 
of our men, which means more money f o r  us, I know the board w i l l  adopt 
it. 

1'11 take it up with the board o f  directors at once. And 

TEE COCTOR 
All right,  now that we have that settled, what about John? 

TEioMAs 
John? 
him. Ye covldntt t,+e him back, could we? 

'Tell, nets already f i red and the disease has got the best of 

TEE IDCTOR 
Eel11 end up on the r e l i e f  r o l l s  i f  yoii don1 t. 
in  the long run anyway. 

And you111 Fay f o r  that 

TdOPSLA S 
3ut h e l l 1  b e  n. danger t o  the other men. 

TEE ZOCTOR 
Do you think so? I wish you'd look at him. 

John, will yo's come in  here a minute. 
(The IXICTOR goes t o  the door) 

(JOFX enters looking very strong and 
healthy. The COCTOR turns t o  MR. TBOlU3)  

X e f l l  be no more o f  a menace than you o r  I. 

TEOMAS 
Vny, John, you don' t look l i ke  the same man. 

JOBIN 
Itever better. I feel tan years younger and I 
that i s ,  if you' 11 take me. 

IHS ;X)CTOR 
I think you'd be nnking a xlistake if you didn 

307~: do you feel?  

rn ready t o  start work-- 

t, Filr. Thonns. 

TEOUS 
Well, doctor, if you're sure the cure i s  permanent, I dontt see ?any 
reason why he cant t hzve h is  Job back. 

JOEX 
T'ilLmk you, Mr .  Thomas, I ' m  s ine you 7Nont t regret it. 
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THOUS 
3ut there' s one thing I ' m  a b i t  curious about. 
sentimental, but what about the baby you said your wife was going t o  
have. nronlt that be rather dangerous? 

Maybe I seen a b i t  

TEE ZOCTOR 
3ven the imborn are not beyond our reach. The baby w i l l  be a l l  right. 
Ye can begin treatment as  l a t e  a s  the f i f t h  month md in  ten cases out 
o f  eleven the child w i l l  be normal. The main thing i s  t o  t es t  by the 
Knhn o r  the Wassermcu?n and find out where tnis disease is lurking. If 
J o h n  had been tested at the time o f  f i r s t  employment 'ne would have 
knom this. If he had bean testpd at the time o f  marriage it could 
have been prevented. 
State must do theirs . , . . Industry must do i t s  prt .  Tne people and the 

B L A C K O V T  
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Scene Five 

CEARACTBS 

A VOICX 

POL1 T I  CIAN 

SECOND CLERK 

F I  Pl33 LXGI SLATOR 

THIRD LEGI SLATOR 

FOURTH LEGI SLATOR 

FIRST LBGI SLATOR 

SPEAKER 

SXCOND LEGI SLATOR 
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ACT TWO 

Scene Five 

The music r i ses  f o r  a moment and the 
l ights  r i se  before the curtain outside 
the f l o o r  o f  a Legislature, . 

The year o f  our Lord, 19371 

The POLITICIAN and the SECOND CLERX 
are  discovered before the curtain. 

POLITICIAN 
Ow, maybe a l a w  l i k e  that's a l l  r ight* 
gonna do t o  us? 
They wontt wait f o r  no examination. 
Gretna Green here, huh? 

But the question is: what's it 
Every lousy couple w i l l  leave the state to get married. 

And wherets that gonna put our l i t t l e  

SECOND CLEKK 
Right behind the eight ball, 

POL1 T I  CIAN 
Oh, no, it donlt. Not  if I can help it. I t f s  up t o  you and me t o  see it 
dontt get passed. 

(Tie FIFTH LEGISLATOR enters. The POLITICIAN 
looks up pleasantly surprised) 

Oh, oh, look who's cominl. 

Well, well, well, if it a i n l t  the gentleman from Drool  County, Imagine 
that. Have a cigar, fe l la ,  Boy, you canlt imagine how glad I am t o  see 
youI Say, that ls  a good-lookin' suit ya got on. Whereld you get it? It 
sure looks good o n  you. 

(He goes up and buttonholes the F IFTH LEGISLATOR) 

I t ' s  a l l  right. 
(They go o f f  stage together and the THIRD and 
FOURTH LEGISLATORS enter. The SECOND CLERK 
goes up t o  them) 

SECOND CLERK 
Good morning, gentlemen. Lovely morning, i s n * t  it? Wish weld have more 
mornings l i k e  this, donlt you? It makes a person fee l  peppy, doesn't it? 
Here, have a cigar, 

Nothing so good f o r  a person a s  feel ing pes~~y ,  i s  there? 
you fee l  l i k e  voting the right way, doesntt it? 

(They accept and look at each other questioningly) 

(The POLITICIAN returns) 

It sort o f  makes 

P OLi T I  C IAN 

(He goes up t o  embrace them) 
Gentlemen1 Imagine meeting you here, 

Here, have a cigar. My gosh, i t ' s  sure a small world a f ter  all. 

B L A C K O U T  
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The curtain r ises  on the f loor o f  the 
Legi slature. The FIRST LEGI SLATOR i s 
speaking. 

FIRST LEGI SLATOR 
Mr. Slpeaker, four years ago I presented a b i l l  which, over ny protests, 
was not recognized by the chair. 

sPE2Em 
If the gentleman from Cook County i s  again referring t o  amendment t o  
the marriage code, I might advise him that the feeling o f  this House 
has not changed. 

SECOND L3GI SLATOR 
But the feeling o f  the people has changed. Look! 

(He points t o  the side 'and rear where 
m y  people have gathered) 

They dem,uld that th is  runendment be heard! 

SPrnKEII 
If my memory s e r v e s  me correctly it was y o u r  opposition t o  the b i l l  four 
years ago that led t o  i t s  suppression. 

SECOND L3GI SLATOR 
I admit it. I admit m y  own forrner blindness t o  facts wnich ought to  
have been obvious t o  all o f  us. But since that time I have learned that 
a country l i k e  Sweden wiped out this  disease because years ago i t  faced 
the facts ,and didn't try to hide them. Snaed on past records we know 
that out o f  one hundred thousand Americms th is  year, 796 w i l l  be struck 
down by syphilis. Out o f  exactly the same number of Svedes, only seven 
w i l l  get it. Seven hundred md ninety-six t o  seven i s  the difference 
between blindness t o  facts and intelligence applied t o  those same facts. 

TEIRD LEGI SLATOR 
9ut this  i sn ' t  Sweden, !That works there might not work here. 

FIRST LEGI SLATOR 
(jumping up t o  join the debate) 

A l l  right. Le t  me t e l l  you the story of  3eniriark then. Last year in 
America sixty thousnnd babies were born with syphilis. 
helpless children had this disesse wished on them through no fault of 
their  own. 3ut while we were breeding sixty thousand sickly babies-- 
not counting the other thous,md who died before birth--while this was 
poing on, Denm,mk gave birth t o  five. 

S ixty thousand 

SECOND L3GI SLATOR 
And I say that even i f  this i sn ' t  Sweden, even if this i sn ' t  Denmark, 
the things they can do, w$ t o o  c:m do! 

(There i s  a commotion at the side as the 
POLITICIAN t r i es  t o  push h i s  way through) 

POLITICIAN 
Gzngway here. Le t  me through here. 
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spurn 
Order! Order! 

(He bangs h is  g.ivel t o  quiet the crowd) 

SECOND LEGI SLATOR 
During the past four years I have learned many things. 
been opeged t o  the flagrant weakness o f  ,my system that allows i t s  
people t o  suffer year af ter  year, 

My eyes have 

Le t ' s  be truthful with ourselves. 

POLITICIAN 
( shouting) 

(The people shout at him to be quiet. The 
The b i l l  can't be passed. 

SUER cr ies  f o r  attention) 

SECOND LZGI SLATOR 
I say, l e t ' s  be truthful with ourselves. Nice people do get syyhilis. 
xnd I say the difference between those who do qnd those who don't i s  
misfortune and nothing else. The syphilis carr ier  i s  a potential mur- 
derer md must bc stopped whether he l ikes  i t  o r  not! 

POL1 T I  CIAN 
EO I 

TIE P30PLE 
Yes! 

FIRST LEGI SLATOR 
Let  th is  be put t o  a, vote. 

SPXXER 
All those in  favor signify by saying aye! 

(3veryone shouts aye in  a great chorus which 
i s  taken up by the people. The SEAK3R bangs 
f o r  attention and h is  request f o r  llnaylt v o t e s  
i s  drowned out) 

The amendment stands adopted! 

Victory f o r  this anPndmmt i s  a batt le  just begun. Votes f o r  a measure 
mean nothing u n l e s s  trqnsl3ted into action by the people. 
must go on unti l  syohilis has been banis'hed from thr face o f  the earth. 
I t  cc-a be done nnd w i l l  ba done if you and you and you wish it so.  The 
time has come t o  stop vhispering trbout it ,ad begin talking about i t  . . 
and talking out loud! 

(There i s  applause f o r  this)  

Tnis fight 

TEE CURTAIN FALLS 
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