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C A S T  

Principals 

Ph i l l ip  Schuyler 
Upton Hammersley 
Cornelia Hammers ley 
Anne H m e r s l e y  

Minor Characters 

Mary Schuyler 
F i r s t  Soldier 
Second Soldier 
Third Soldier 

who appear i n  but one scene and are so 
widely separated i n  time as t o  permit 
of legi-timate "doubling" and "tripling". 

Thomas Jefferson 
Town Crier 
Vil lage Drunk 
Three Villagers 
Five Citizens 
Two Prisoners 
A Turnkey 
A Husband 
A W i f e  
A Man Friend 
Dred Scott 
A Supreme Justice 
F i r s t  Justice 
Second Justice 
Four Plutocrats 
Two Reporters 
Five Memb e r s of Cons t i t u t  i ona 1 Convention 

George Washington 
Auct i onee r 
Another Citizen 
Two Women Citizens 
A General 
A Colonel 
Four Militiamen 
Five Statesmen 
A Speaker 
A Lawyer 
Three Newsboys 
A Social  Worker 
A Worlanan 
A Laborer 
A Policeman 
A Boy (young Ph i l l ip  

S c huy le r ) 

I n  addition t o  the speaking "bits" l i s ted  there are 
mobs and crowds with important omnes exclamations, - soldiers, Supreme Court Justices, unseen members 
of  the Constitutional (or  Federal) Convention. 

It may be said that  the mobs and crowds are the most 
important members of the cast. 
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NOTES FOR DIRXCTOR 

P 

"CREATED EQUAL'I presents a broad canvas and demands a correspond- 
ing directorial  attack. It cannot be approached as a mere dramatization 
o f  historical  incidents; it must be viewed as an attempt to portray the 
b i r th  and growth of the American sp i r i t ,  Ira sp i r i t  born of vast plains, 
towering mountain ranges, mighty rivers, 
Something fresh and new i n  a n  old, old world, - our country's contribu- 
tion to human advancement. Not a painted or  printed masterpiece, but a 
l iving,  glowing ideal  of freedom t o  make m a n  h i s  brother's equal. The 
confl ict  th is  engenders with the opposing forces of materialism i s  the 

Resistless, unconquerable! 

play. 

Sympathetic handling i s  required to point the proposition, which 
stated brief ly i s  as follows: 

The Declaration o f  Independence promised equality. 
Constitution established a propertied class. Amenbents 
to the Constitution are slowly f u l f i l l i n g  the promise of 
the Declaration. 

The 

ficept i n  certain scenes where the characters and action are in- 
tentionally over-etched, as i n  the Supreme Court sequence and the W a l l  
Street episode of  Act 11, a stylized troatment w i l l  defeat the purpose 
of the story. A simple presentation of the authenticated facts will 
prove more convincing, pernitting an audience to draw the inevitable 
conclusion from such a presentation, 
proposition i s  not desired. Such a method i s  sure to make radical 
what was never so intended. Cczre must be taken fin th is  respect, as 
such a charge i s  certainly not to be courted, 
over without undue stressing o f  it, 

A dogmatic blue-printing o f  the 

The tneme must be put 

No scenery i s  required i n  the presentation of th i s  plaY, siqlJT 
A ground plan of the Boston project 's de- elevations and draperies, 

sign i s  offered for your consideration. Platforms are 24 inches high 
and three-steps leading up to them have a 6 inch r i s e  per step with a 
12 inch width. Black cloth wings and borders and a black cyclorama 
complete the setting. The platform itself and the steps should not be 
black, however, but of a color that w i l l  go black when l ights  dim out, 
A deep blue-gray i s  suggested. 

The trim should be as high as possible. If masking borders can 
be taken clear up to the gridiron, so much the better. 

Lighting should be done with funneled spots to lessen the spread, 
If Lekolites or  Fresnel l i tes are available, they will greatly a id  tne 
effect. Foots, borders and olivettes ore not to be used, If properly 
masked from audience, lamps may be placed i n  theatre boxes, aiding the 
intensity of  the throw. 

Directions in  the manuscript indicate the manner of handling the 
numerous scenes, most of which should be played i n  a definitely spot- 
l ighted section of the stage. This requires that l ighting be planned 
during rehearsals i n  order that it may synchronize with the movements 
of  the cast. 
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A Public Address systm i s  necessary, loudspeakers being required 
back stage and i n  auditorium. 
the narrative. 

The mmuscript indicates their  part in  

When casting it i s  well t o  bear in  mind that certain threads run 
through the tapestry o f  the play. 
thread ns represented by P h i l l i p  Schqrler requires the same actor who 
plays P h i l l i p  i n  Act I to p l ~ y  him in  Act I1 as well as the ro l e  o f  the 
F i r s t  Camenter in  Scene X o f  Act 11. The Thread o f  Protest as repre- 
sented by the F i r s t  Soldier of Act I necessitates that the actor cast 
for that character likewise play the Second Soldier of  Act I1 (Gettys- 
burg scene) and a l s o  the F i r s t  Vorkman o f  Scdne IX ,  Act 11. 
of Toryism demands that such Tory characters remain Tories throughout 
all scenes, and the same applies t o  the characters o f  Democratic ton- 
doncies. 
pol i t ics.  

They must not be broken. The Pioneer 

The thread 

Remember this  when arranging your tldoublesl'. Don' t n ix  your 

The nobs, which should include principals wnen the principals are 
n o t  spenking l ines  i n  tho scene, should bc dr i l led nnd trained in  move- 
n m t  so that their  actions are not haphazard, but clean cut m d  definite. 
So with their  vocal exclamations. Serviceable l ines 'and phrases w i l l  
be found in  the nanuscript f o r  all occasions. 

The careful handling of the mobs cannot be stressed too emphati- 
cally. Never l e t  them become a noisy rabble. They are the principals 
o f  your  Fla,y. 
cer i ty  and feeling. 
buses, striving towards the promised freedom. 

Keep their  cr ies  low and subdued - l e t  them 'have sin- 
They a r e  the sp i r i t  o f  America, protesting at a- 

Because i t  i s  a costume play, because actors are depicting his- 
tor ica l  characters, the cast i s  only too l i ab le ,  as i s  so often the 
case, t o  a l l o w  themselves t o  becone s t i l ted  ,ad pedantic. Such must 
not be. 
without oratorical effect, 
i t s  chance of pleasing. 

Rave the? a ~ s y  and natural; see that their  l ines  are delivered 
The more human the performance the greater 

Last ly  - l e t  each and a l L  str ive f o r  the general effect. No in- 
dividual stars but a united, co-operative effort  i n  keeping with the 
theme o f  the production. 

The Author 
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P A U L  C A D O R U T E  

“CREATED EQUAL” 

S C A t E I/<= 1 ‘ - 0 ”  
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ACT I - SCENE 1 

TXE SEAT OF POWXR 

SCENE: A great throne chair sets on a raised 
dais, i t s  seat r ichly cushioned, i t s  
back emblazoned with the hocus pocus 
of heraldry, unicorns rampant, l ions 
couchant and gr i f f ins  aslant. 

A voluminous canopy of royal purple 
sprinkled with stars, crescent moons, 
bees, fleur-de-lis, swastikas, otc., 
hanging above and cascading t o  the 
floor behind and to aitner side o f  the 
throne, makes an impressive background. 

A golden crown, sparkling with various 
colored jewels, i s  pendant above the 
seat of majesty. 

To the R. side o f  throne i s  a huge 
EXXCUTIONER, robed i n  scnrlet and 
wearing an eye-mask of the same hue. 
t i e  leans nonchalantly on tne handle 
of a shining headsman's axe. 

To the L. of  throne i s  an ARiMORED 
SOLDIER with steel breastpiece and 
helmet, n i s  hand resting id ly  on h i s  
sneathed sword. 

Nearest the throne - standing on plat- 
form i s  a group o f  BEAUX and BELLES 
and SUBSTANTIAL CITIZENS. LESSER 
CITIZBTS m d  their  WOMEN FOLK fill the 
steps. VILLAGIBS male and female, 
herd together on the stage or lowest 
1 evel. 

(The curtain r ises on rtbsol.ute blackness from 
which r i ses  a low, murmurous chant) 

OMINE S 
(prayerfully - i n  chorus) 

Monarch, majesty, mightiness! 
Sovereign, emperor, king! 
Glorious be thy mane. 
C z s -  and sultan, 
Lord and Master, 
To you all honor 
And all  praise! 

(A l ight  slowly begins to illumine the throne. 
Two HERALDS, r ichly dressed, mount steps at 
back of platform, proceed to  a position at 
either side of throne, and raising the i r  
golden trumpets, blow R musical fanfare. By 
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now the throne i s  b r i l l i an t ly  spot-lighted, 
while the group of s;ibjscts before it re- 
mains i n  shadow, 

A VOICE i s  heard issuinir from throne chair) 

VQI CE 
I an the Throne! 
Obei sence make. 
3ow the head and bend the knee. 
I n  blood established; 
By the sword naintained; 
I am the Symbol and the Sign 
O f  Eigh Estate, 
That conpnny o f  the Txalted Few 
?Vho c h i n  as rightful hcritage the Earth, 
Declaring you - the Many, 
Tresspassers on land that gave you birth. 

CMNES 
A l l  h a i l  t o  God's annointed! 

VOI CE 
( scornful 1 y ) 

Fools and slaves! 
Xndowing with divinity 
Your o m  creation. 
Born of Buman Vanity and Greed, 
I but reflect the secret hope o f  each 
Wno would be King above h i s  fellows, 
Deeming himself o f  better clay than they. 

OmES 
Long l i v e  the King! 

VOI CE 
(mckingly) 

Aye,  long indeed! 
As long as Tyr,mnq i s  glorified; 
While man bends knee t o  Power 
And bows to Might, 
Denying man1  s equality with m a n ;  
Unti l  that day when each, 
Asserting i n  h i s  soul, 
111 am Mmkind. and Mankind Me", 
Attains to brotherhood 
With all. 

(trumpet fnnfare - l ights  dim out, 
s t r ike  throne. OMNES repent opening 
chorus i n  darkness) 
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ACT I - SCENE 2 

PHILADELPHIA, JUNE, 1776 

SCENE: : A spotlight comes up on dimer, re- 
vealing the upper half o f  TEOUS 
JEFFERSON, seated on steps R.C., the 
vague, shadowy shapes o f  the VIUAGEliS 
kneeling 3,bout h i m ,  while the CITIZENS 
and BEAUX and BELLI% stand on steps and 
platform behind him. Jeff ersonl s face 
is upraised and a q u i l l  pen i n  h is  f in-  
gors hovers above a sheet o f  parchment 
spread on platform before h i m .  

JEFFERSON 

IINot t o  f i n d  out new principles, o r  new arguments..,.but t o  place before 
mankind the common sense o f  the subject, i n  terfns so plain as t o  command 
their  assent. ' 1  

(quietly - as if uttering a prrver) 

(he remains motionless a homent, then be- 
gins t o  write on parchment, 
posing a few words he looks up and speaks 
them aloud as if testing them) 

After com- 

I+. . . . that all men are created equal. 

n.......creatcd equal." 
(H e repeats w eighingly ) 

(He nods slowly if satisfied, once nore 
bends t o  h is  task o f  composition) 

LIGHTS D?d OUT 

. 
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ACT I - SCBTE 3 

A NEW ENGLAND VILLAG3, JULY, 17'76, AFTIRNOON 

3 

II 

From the darkness is heard the ringing 
o f  a Town Crier 's be l l  L. 2.(off stqge) 
TOrX CRI3R enters on platform L. 2., and 
talres a position just above steps L., 
ca l l ing out with a nasal whine. 

T O W  CRIER 
Eear ye! Hark ye! Give attention ,and we shal l  be heard1 

(A spot l ight  picks him up, mnking a c i r c l e  
o f  radi,ance i n  the blackness. The VILLAGERS 
and others break into murmured exclamations: 
'!The Town Crier!" 
Vha t  can have hrrppened?It etc. 
The VILLAGERS and CITIZENS, moving i n  sepa- 
rated, definite units, crowd up the steps 
and gather about the CRIER, making a shadowy 
background f o r  the characters who speak i n  
the scene. The CRIER, as the l ights  reveal 
him, i s  reading a paper) 

IfLett s hear h i s  news!It 

Tom CRIER 
( i n  a nasal, colorless mumble) 

When in  the course of humnn events it becomes necessary for one people 
todi&olve the politico1 bands which have connected them witn another, 
and t o  assme .mong the powers o f  the earth the separate and equal 
station t o  which the laws of nature.md o f  nature's God ent i t les  then, 
a decent respect t o  the opinions o f  mankind requires that they should 
declare the causes which impel them t o  the separation. 

"We hold these truths t o  be self-evident, that all men are created 
(nore distinctly) 

*equal, - that --- 
(The group gives a l o w  gasp, as if t&ing 
an indrawn brpath. There are subdued 
exclamations : 
"Did you heart 1' 1lEquallII 1 1 A I . l  men are 
equal1 If 

P DRWXN VILLAGXR turns t o  the 1M be- 
side him) 

DRUNK 
What? Vnattd he say? 

FIRST VILLAGER 
He says wetre a l l  equal. 

FIRST VILLAGZR 
(above the low murmur of the ot4ers) 

Aye. 
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FIRST VILLAGER 
You and me - everybody. 

DBL?NX 
Eels  crazy; 

(with a sweep o f  h is  arm ne violerltly 
brushes FIRST VILLAGER t o  one 

I side) 
There aint t a m a n  here wino1 s ny equal. 

ORoUk 
( i n  chorus) 

Shbt  UP^ Shut up1 

DRUNK 
If c’unyone n f  y o u  thinks h e ’ s  my equal - l e t  hhi step forward. 

GROUP 
( nngri ly) 

(Two VILLaGXRS grasp DRUNK -and in spite 
o f  h is  struggles and noisy protests, 
hustle him o f f  L. A few o f  the WOMEN 
VILLcclG3RS f o l l o w  him o f f )  

ThPow him out! Throw him out! 

SECOND VI LLAGZR 
Go on, Crier. 

GROUP 
Aye, the Declaration! Read us tne Declaration1 

TOVN CRIT3R 
( finding h is  place) 

I t . .  . . . . .created equalll, - aheml - !!that they are endowed by their  
Creator with certain un - un. - unalienable Rights, that ---I1 

GROUP 
(vociferously) 

Lvo! O u r  rights! O u r  rights! 

TOWN CRIm 
I t . .  . . that among these are L i f e ,  Liberty and the Pursuit o f  Happiness. 11 

(There is a puzzled murmur from the GROW) 

FIRST VILLAGER 
Read that last part again. L i f e ,  Liberty and P- what? 

TOWN CRI Efi 
(reading) 

1 1 .  . . . . the pursuit o f  Happiness. 

SECOND VILLAGER 
What does it mean? 
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I. 

L. 

I 

FIRST VILLAGER 
T t  means property, - that 's what, - property. 

THIRD VILLAGER 
( a very di sraputable looking FELLOW) 

Nay, my friend, m' you permit ne. Property i s  not a natural right 
l i k e  L i f e  and Liberty. 

FIRST VILLAGER 
( belligerently) 

Who says i t ' s  not? 

THIRD VILLAGER 
The Declaration. Mr.  Jefferson deeming property, vhich i s  a social 
product, no nnre than a c i v i l  right, has pointedly omitted it, prc- 
f erring ffpursui t o f  happiness. 11 

SECO3D VILLAGXR 
( shaking his  head) 

I don't understand it. 

FIRST VILLAGER 
Nor  I. 'T is  a mistde,  I ' m  certain. 

Are you sure it doesn't read IfPursuit o f  Property?" 
(Ee addresses the TOVY CRIER) 

TEIIRD VILLAGIB 
(as TOWIT CRIER snokes h is  head, - laughing 
heartily) 

' T w i l l  yet read so m y  practicnl friend, be of good checrf 
a drem when one can grasp a fact, - and property i s  R. nQst  tangible 
fact. 
cnnce, v i l I  rennin, I fear, - a phrase. 

But proceed, Crier! Le t  us have the rest. 

Who'll  pursue 

Mr, Jefferson's finely fashioned phrase, - neaty with signifi- 

( E c  sighs, - turns to TOm CXIER) 

GROUP 
&ye, go on, go on! 

TO-h'E CRIZR. 
( resuming hi s reading) 

"That to secu'e these rignt s -------It 

LIGETS DIM OUT 
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ACT I - SCENE 4 

EVERYWEB3 I W  AM2RICA, TE:E SAME YEAR 

scm:  

. 

The martial music o f  f i f e  and drum i s  
heard from o f f  R.2, i n  the darkness, 
Lights come up on platform R.2. 
A F1rXE.R m d  DR'MiKU? with a FLAG SEARER, 
followed by several COi3TITJ7u'T.L SOL- 
DIBP, march on, closely reproducing 
"The Sp i r i t  o f  t76" painting. 
f i l e  across s t q e ,  picked up by l ights ,  
enter up stpps at back, proceed across 
platform and o f f  L.2. A general move- 
ment on stnge ensues. The MEN VILLAGERS, 
inspired by the music, fall i n t o  step 
behind the SOLDIERS, suggest,ing that 
tney have joined the army. 
FOLK flock along beside them with ex- 
cited ad. l ib .  Chatter. The BEAUX m d  
BELLES s t ro l l  unobstrusively o f f  L., as 
do nrmy o f  the CITIZXNS end their WIVES. 
Gradually all are gone except FIVE 
CITIZ3XiS who remain i n  a group on plat- 
form L.C., where n l i gh t  picks them up 
as other l ights  fade out. 
F i f e  and drum keep up softly i n  the 
di s t,znce. 

They 

Their WOME'N 

FIFTE: CITIZXN 
General Washington w i l l  whip t,hose fellows i:ito shape. 

FIEiST CITIZXN 
Aye. Vie111 soon hove a i  nrng to withst,md the 3ritish. 

SXOWD C I  T I  ZZN 
,411 credit t o  the General. ' T i s  no simple task t o  make soldiers from 
f arner s . 

TH1R.D C I T I  Zm 
An unruly l o t ,  - what I've seen o f  them, - f i l l e d  with n spir i t  of 
independence. 

FOLITE C I T I  ZEN 
Aye, a sp i r i t  which needs curbing. Yhy, only this morning one o f  the 
riffrnff swaggered up t o  ne, - drunk as  a lord! - and h i l e d  ne as 
brother. 3ro  ther! 

(tie swells up indigxantly) 

FIFTE CITIZm 
Did you embrace him? 

FOTJRTE: CITIZB? 
what! 

(There i s  a general laugh) 
I 
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FOEtTH CIITIZX24 ( Cant' d) 
I was bred to respect position. p T i s  naught to laugh about. 

keepfng these yokels in  the i r  place. 
I ' m  for 

F I F T E  CITIZEN 
And prar where i s  that? 

FIRST CITIZEN 
I n  the batt le  line. 

If we can keep them there with promises o f  equality, why should we nut 
abide their  impudence? 

(Ee chuckles) 

SECOXD C I  T I  ZBV 
Aye ,  true enough, Yet should they ln4.n tn is  war, w i l l  they not demand 
that we keep o u r  promises? 

ETEST CXTIZrn 
( v i th  an inrpnt,iont wave o f  his hnd? 

That i s  f o r  the future. Our concern nm i s  f e r  a speedy v%c$ory, and to 
assure it  - union i s  needed. 

(Ee strikes h i s  h,ulds together mpbat?_cdfy) 

TJ3IRiD CITIZZ? 
O u r  present ar t i c les  ~f &woc%wtion 

Te  must draft new Articlaa, - ArtlchW 

! 

Aye, a union o f  a l l  the states. 
are not sufficiently binding. 
to weld us together i n  perpetuity.. 

Fmm: C I T I Z r n  
A case o f  nll hanging together to save us from hanging sepaX?telg, 

(The OEEZS give him an uneasy,, repro.fing glrtnee) 

W I R D  CIT IZEN 
We must n&e provikion far funds to support the amy. 

FOURTH C I T I  23% 
&e, a head tax. 

(%ere is n gsnaraP chorus o f  tt&es!n - -+  

except from F I F ~  C I T I Z S )  

FI.FT€i C IT IZEN 
Slowly, my friends. lR?oilld you tax a31 zlike? 

F O T m  CITIZEN 
Certainly. Yhy not all al ike? 

FIFTE CITIZEN 
(with a shrug7 

But a moment since you w o u l d  have it that a l l  nra w t  ,dike.. Fould 
you be brather to a yokel in  the mtfer of a tax? 

. - .  

FOURTII" C ET1 Zm 
( dogg@Wd 

A tax is EA tax and si?ouXd:bs lame by all;. 
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c 

FIiiST CITIZEN 
O u r  humorous friend i s  right, 
tax  on those who fight o u r  battles. 

'Twould not be policy t o  levy a po l l  
The tax should be levied on land. 

FOURTH CITIZEN 
(protesting) 

But, dam me! We own the land. 

SECOND C I T I  ZEN 
Aye, the tax would be on us. 

FIRST CITIZEN 
' T i s  the b i l l  we landowners pay for protection o f  our property. 
the danger i s  past --- Well, taxes may be shifted, may they not? 

After 

FOURTH CITI!ZEN 
(catching h is  dr i f t )  

(He and the others, except FIFW! CITIZEN 
0--oh! Lve, surely. Surely1 

chuckle appreciatively ) 

S IXm CITIZEN 
(with a wry s m i l e )  

God preserve the yokel! 
h i s  blood win us o u r  land and his  sweat enrich it f o r  US. 

spare him f o r  our sakes, kind heaven. May 

(There i s  a general, uproarious laugh from 
the group) 

FIRST CITIZEN 
Three cheers for the yokel! May his  nkber  increase. Eip! Hip1 
Hooray! 

( A l l  cheer lus t i ly ,  then jovial ly move 
towards back o f  platform and start down 
steps) 

LIGHTS DIM OUT 



By Loudspeaker i n  Auditorium between Scenes 

4 and 5 of Act I: 

SPmm 
The Articles o f  Confederation ,and Perpetual Union, adopted by the 
Conpress, Xovember, 177'7, clearly expressed the basis of taxation 
f o r  Feder'd P q o s e s  -- nnr;?ely, tne value of real  property. 

c 
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ACT I - SCEN3 5 

BOSTON, 1781, AFTERTOON 

S CBJE: Q o t  l ight  strikes stage 
UPTON IiAhiIsx3RSl;LYI a pomp 

L. 1. 
us, lderly 

Xbglishman, carrying a cme  and eiven 
t o  using a snuff box, walks on f r o n  
L.l, with PEILLIP SCHWLER, a hmdsnne 
young man in  n Continental Captaints 
uniform. pollowing then, chatting .cd. 
lib. I are CORN3SIP UMEERSLEY, Upton! s 
wife, and. ANNE Ii.&QGRSLEY, her dnughter. 
30th are charmingly dressed in  the 
period f o r  the outdoors. UPTON is 
speaking as  he a,Fpenrs. 

bTTOI? 
( sharply) 

( t o  CORNZLIA) 
Hold your tongue, miss .  

Ynu' ve allowed our' drlught 8 r I  s Rind t o  be poisoned by the darmable 
doctrines o f  th is  demagogue Thonzs Jeffmson, wnot11 vet grace the 
gallows, when E i s  Majesty's trained troops hiive scattered your Conti- 
nent a1 rapscnlli on s. 

(tie glances at PI~ILLIP) 

UPTOM 
( t ~  PHILLIP) 

' T i s  mndness, ny boy, - tha,tls dmt this  revolution o f  the Colonies i s ,  - sheer madness. 

PRI LLIP 
Sut, s i r ,  welre Colnnies no longer. '%'re the TJnited States of America. 

WTON 
( i mpa. t i en t 1 y ) 

Call yourselves what ynu w i l l ,  youlrs rebals! 
authority, bearing arms against your God-annointed King. 

Rebels t o  established 

AXITE 
(catching u.p 4 t h  her BATHER and PEILLIP 
as the t w o  pause C) 

Oh, father, vhen 411 :mu outgrow Tory notions? 

UPTOM 
'nlhat1 s that? Wntions! 

ANlvTE 
&re. This i s  seventeen hundred 'xnd eighty-one, dearest. God-mnointed 
kings are --- Well, they just nrar,lt, - not ir- 3oston. 
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An1 it please you, father, - ' t i s  the rapscallions who are doing the 
scattering. 

CORNELIA 
(as  UPTON glares at ANNE) 

( t o  her HUSBAND) 
Please, darling. 

Upton, can't you and P h i l l i p  declare a truce? 

ANNE 
Aye. Youlve done naught but war with each other all afternoon. 

PEIILLIP 
Your pardon, Anne. And yours, Mistress Eamrnvrsley. 

1 ' 11  leave t o  you the task of converting Mx. E m e r s l e y  t o  our American 
v i  ewpoin t . 

(Ee bows t o  the LADIES) 

UPTON 
( splut t wing)  

God's blood, young mcm! If you've seduced my wonen folk  --- 
CORNELIA 

Up t on! 

AWE 
Fz ther! 

UP TON 
You ' l l  not seduce me. I l n  a loyal subject o f  my'king and a subject 
1'11 remain. 

(Three U.ALE KGRO SLAVES, each bearing a 
sack on his  snoulder, enter on platform 
R. 2. They are i n  charge o f  an OVERSEE3 - a ivinlte m a n ,  - who carries a whip. The 
procession f i l e s  across platforn, down 
steps at back and o f f  L.U.) 

1'11 not be turned i n t o  n sovereign by M r .  Jefferson's phrases. 
( scornfully) 

I tAl l  men are created equal!" 
(lie snorts angrily) 

Equal! 
(He waves a hand towards SLAVES as they 

And thnusznds of blacks in slavery t o  you Anericans. 

disappear) 

PHILLIP 
Mr. Jefferson would free all slaves. 

UPTON 
Mr.  Jefferson would free himself o f  h is  indebtedness t o  Br i t i sh  mer- 
chants. 'T is  why hels led you into  th is  war, - the rabble rouser! 

PHILLIP 
( smiling) 

Now, Mr, Emnexsley, - surely you c a n ' t  believe that. 
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ANNE 
Don't be ridiculous, father. 

UPTON 
Ridiculous! I s  the truth ridiculous? I t e l l  you th is  Jefferson and 
h i s  fellow Virginia planters owe various London firms more than two 
million pounds sterling, 

mm 
(with a mock sigh) 

O h ,  dear! Scandal w i l l  out. 

PHILLIP 
( smiling) 

Aye, malicious calumny i s  part of  war. 
debt-ridden, as  your father asserts, but -- ilrell, we've not been duped 
into revolt, sir.  
air. 

Air! 

Not that o u r  planters aren't  

Such i s  the natural consequences of  the American 

UPTON 
What's air got to do with rebellion? 

PHILLIP 
'T is  hegdy stuff to  breathe, pungent with freedom, - the freedom of 
a vast, new land far removed from old world class tyranny. 

ANNE 
( quickly) 

I know what you mean, Phi l l ip.  Over here birth 's  got naught to do 
with what you are, or position, or any of the tnings we bow to i n  
Europe. 

PHILLIP 
That's i t ,  Anne. 

Mr.  Jefferson happened t o  put it i n  words. 

Eere a rncmls a m a n ,  - created the equal of m y  man. 
(tie smiles) 

ARNE 
Which he couldnl t have done z~'1' he had not been a man himself. 

PB I LLI P 
Aye. 
i n  other man, - the leader whose humanity inspiras humanity in  the 
res t  of  us. 

One l i k e  him i s  born occasionally, - to call forth the manhood 

UPTON 
Eummity. 
jects. 

Bah! A leader should inspire the fear of  God i n  h i s  sub- 
And before King George i s  done with you rebels --- 

r n E  
Oh, father, please! 

{She cones to PHILLIP'S side, - takes 
h i s  arm) 

. 
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UP TON 

Re'11 drag your nanly leaders back to &gland in  chains; - h e ' l l  ----- s (vehemently) 

ANNE 
Come,Phillip. 

Mother, you t'ake care o f  father. 
(She moves with PHILLIP towards C.) 

CORNELIA 
(a  b i t  grimly) 

That I will. 
(She takes UPTON'S a r m )  

Control yourself, Upton. Leave P h i l l i p  h i s  loyalties. 

UPTON 
( fumingly 1 

Disloyalties, madam, - disloyalties! 

Poppycock and fiddle-faddle! 
there l e f t  to govern? 

(CORNELIA is walking him towards C.) 
If every man's a governor, - who i s  

CORNELIA 
(with bit ing sweetness) 

There's yourself, my precious lord and master. 
(UPTON makes a wrathful, inarticulate retort)  

Aye, m y  lambkin, you might well begin with your own violent temper. 
' T w o u l d  do with a b i t  of governing. 

(UPTON starts  as if  to protest. She shuts 
him up sharply) 

Silence, sir! Not another word, If you so much as open your l i p s  
again, 1'11 follow the Colonies. 1'11 revolt too! 

(PHILLIP and ANNE nave disappeared L.U. as 
CORlTELIA and UPTON start  to f o l l o w  then off) 

LIGHTS DIM OUT 



(by Auditorium Loudspeaker between Scenes 
5 and 6 of Act I) 

SPEBICrn 
"What animated them was the vision o f  freedom, of tho l iberation of 
tne hunan sp i r i t  from i t s  primeval bondage." (Gen. Smuts) 
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ACT I - SCENE 6 
"jl 

/ 
NEW JEFGEX STATE, OCTOBER, 17$1, I XORNING 

From the darkness a bugle call i s  
heard fa int ly  in the distance, - not 
a regulation call, just a few impro- 
vised notes to help establish a camp 
atmosphere. 
Lights dim up and reveal two rkgged 
and unkempt CONTINENT& SOLDImS beside 
the enbers of a f i r e  above which a 
ke t t l e  hangs on a tripod of saplings. 
Three muskets are stncked in  bivouac 
sty le  in  the background. 

SECOND SOLDIER 
(speaking as the l ights  come up) 

Don't YOU believe it, Massnchasetts. 
not by a dangl d sight it ain1 t. 

This here war a i n ' t  over yet, - 
FIRST SOLDIER ( s t i r r ing  contents o f  pot) - 

I ' m  sayin, it is .  
that there Lord Cornwallis, - surrendered to General Washington at 
Yorktown, - him an' his  whole army o f  blasted redcoats. 

'Twas over the day the high an1 mighty Brit isher,  - 

SECOND SOLDIER 
That was moreln a month ago, an' wetre s t i l l  shoulderin' arms, ain ' t  
we? 

FIRST SOLDIER 
No, we ainlt. We're settint on o u r  hind ends in  this mosquito-ridden 
state o1 New Jersey, while the Britishers, - such as i s  l e f t  0 1  them, - are sneakinr back to England. 
o r  the dirty devils i s  gone. 

a i n ' t  l i k e  that, you kin k i ss  my foot.  

'Twonlt be long now before the l as t  
Then we ' l l  be disbanded and 'lowed to 

go hone. If it 

Gad, soldier, I 
busines s , 

SECOND SOLD1 ER 
pray you're right. I ' v e  had a bellyful 0 1  the damn'd 

Stupid, I ca l l s  
of one another, 

FIRST SOLDIXR 
it,  - plumb stupid f o r  reasonu,ble xlen t o  be shootint 
getting their  hides ful l  0 1  musket bal ls  ---- 
(Ee makes a quick clutch at n i s  armpit) 

ant other things. 

SECOND SOLDIER 
Aye, but Brit ishers ain' t reasonable. They ----- 
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FIRST SOLDIER 
Certainly they be, - the 3ritishers theirselves, I mean. Tiney're 
comnon men, - the same as us, - wantint l i t t l e ,  content t o  l i v e  ant 
l e t  live. I t ' s  them what rules the Britishers as a i n t t  reasonable, 
the kings a n t  dukes an' such riffraff. 

SECOND SOLDI ER 
&ve, the scum! A pox on the whole m a n g y  l o t  o t  'em. 

FIRST SOLDIER 
Well, we're done with the outscourings. They don't rule  us no more. 

SECOND SOLDIER 
No. 
o u r  selves, 

Blookv tyrants i s  wiped o f f  the slate. From now on we rule 

FIRST SOLDIER 
Aye, every man a s  good as the next. 

SECOND SOLDIER 
Britt i t  rn'zke you swell up, Massachusetts? 
l i k e  --Oh, y o u  know, l i k e  you was important, not - not just nothint. 

Don't it  nake you feel  

FIRST SOLDIER 
L ike  I wns part 0 1  ny country, - that's how it nakes me feel ,  
Pennsylvania, - one with tne soi l ,  with the people, - as much a part 
as anybody o r  anything. 

SECOND SOLDI ZR 
Aye, part 01 your country, - y o u r s  because youtve fought an' bled 
f o r  it. 

FIRST SOLDIER 
The greatest country i n  the world, soldier. 
ainl t, 

Let  anybody s:~y it 

(He brandishes h is  spoon belligerently. 
A THIRD SOLDIER walks up steps R., 
yawning and stretching h i s  arms) 

TEIRD SOLDIER 
Eu l lo ,  messmates. 

What you got i n  the pot? Same 0 1 1  horsemeat? 
(The other two merely grunt i n  reply) 

FIRST SOLDIER 
E o r  e semeat ! 

( Ee  takes spoon from pot with a sample 
o f  his  brew, thrusts it beneath TEIRD 
SOLDIERt S nose) 

Smell it, you lazy hound. 

TEIRD SOLDIER 
(wrinkling up h i s  nose) 

Ah, ragout of skunk1 
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. 
FIRST SOLDIER 

(dith a rohi o f  rage) 
my,  You unwashed, flea-bbtCeq, scurvy ridden lump 6' Virginia mhd, y 

i t ' s  rabbit. Rabbit! Trapped By' wide-awake mell fo& the feedin' o f  a 
slugcard as ought t o  be l e t  starve, 

THIRD SOLDIER 
Rabbit! Well, i n  that case, fill her up, soldier. 

(Be extends h i s  cup f o r  a helping. Tne 
SECOND SOLDIER does likewise. The FIRST 
SOLDIER proceeds t o  portion out the stew) 

SECOND SOLDIER 
( t o  m ~ m  SOLDIER) 

S a y ,  Virginia, Massachusetts here - 
i s  of the opinion that we' l l  soon be marchin' hone, 

(He nods towards FIRST SOLDIER) 

TEIRP SOLDIER 
Eome? Hornet 

i 

SECOND SOLDIEII 
Aye 

THIRD SOLDIER 
I s  the coot r ight in  h is  head? 

FIRST SOLDIER 
I feel right enough to wagor a yearts beck pay I got owint by the 
Congress, that th i s  mants a r m y  '11 be backtracking it for hone in  
less 'n a month. 

THIRD SOLDIER 
Elmi 

Maybe you a i n ' t  so far wrong at that, Massachusetts. 
(He purses his l ips  thoughtfully) 

(Re looks ahead dremily)  
Home! 

SECOND SOLDIER 
( t o  FIRST SOLDIER) 

Look at Virginia. He's already tastinl the fatted calf, 

FIRST SOLDIER 
Two fatted calves for me --- 

(He grins broadly at SECOND SOLDIER, - 
then h is  face sobers) 

if she ainl t some other fe l le r '  s by now. 

SECOND SOLDIER 
(laughing heartily) 

Cheer up, Massachusetts\ 
hero. 

When you come apnradin' hone, youtll be a 
Y o u r U  have y o u r  pick o1 wencnes. 
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gXl'& SOLDIER 
I ' m  goin, to klp-myself  to half"a dozen. 

FIRST SOLDIER 
Well, I ainl t no Turk. One woman' s enough for me, 

SECOND SOLDIER 
One's moreln enough for any man, Massachusetts. 

If you had my Mehitable --- Say, she's got such a hel l ish tongue i t  
drove-me o f f  to the war. 
red-headed. harridan again. 

Sort of a coppery'red i t  is, - the color 0 1  turnin! autumn leaves, 
the way they turn i n  Pennsylvania. 

You never see such a sight. 

(He chuckles) 

But dammei if I won't be glad to see tne 

. (softly) 

(He sighs) 

THIRD SOLDIER 
You mean your wife? 

SECOYD SOLDIEIR 
No1 Pennsylvania in  the fall 0 1  the year, - her h i l l s  blazin' with 
trees what look l i k e  they was dressed up i n  Josephfs coat: her moun- 
tains rearin! theirselves to the clouds, purple i n  the twilight; her 
peaceful valleys with the r ich  so i l  showin' and brooks gleamin' l i k e  
s i lver  . 
That's my state, boys, - Pennsylvania! the greatest s ta te  of them all. 

(He heaves a rapturous sigh) 

THIRD SOLDIER 
( scornfully ) 

'a Pennsylvania! %Y, you poor, ignorant savage, if you ever l ived i n  
Virginia ---- 

SECOND SOLDIER 
( contemptuously) 

I wouldnl t spit in  Virginia. 

THIRD SOLDIER 
(jumping up - wrathfully) 

Take it back, you Pennsylvania rntl 

SECOND SOLD1 El 
(likewise leaping to his feet)  

(Rost i l i t i es  threaten, but FIRST SOLDIER 
steps between the angry MEN and shoves 
them apart) 

You Virginia lousel 

, 
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FIRST SOLDIEZ 
Shut up, both o f  you, l i s ten  t o  a m a n  from Massachusetts, 

TElIRD SOLDIER 
(jeeringly) 

That's where the Mayflower landed, ainl it? 

FIRST SOLDIER 
Aye, the Mayflower! An' when that happened ---- 

SXCOND SOLDIER 
( scoffingly) 

A1 1 ha?p en ed. 

FIRST SOLD133 
More trim all, you benighted backwoods heathen. Massachusetts 
happened! that 's  what - Massachusetts! The f i r s t  word in  states 
an1 the l a s t  word - a n t  all the words i n  between too. That's 
Massachuscatts. You kin k i ss  my foot, i f  i t  ainlt.  

LIGETS DIM O U T  



(by Auditorium Loudspeaker between Scenes 
6 and 7 of Act I) 

SPEAKER 
Feeling, "that the property o f  the United Statas had been protected 
from the confiscation of :3ritcin by the joint  exertions o f  all, and 
therefore ought to be the common property of all'', the soldiers of 
the Revolutionary Army returned to the i r  homes f i l l e d  with nope and 
expectancy . 

(Extract from l e t t e r  of Gen. Knox to 
Gen, 'Vashington, Oct. 23, 1786) 
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ACT I - SCENE 7 

SCENE: 

BOSTON, USSACEUSETTS, 1782, AFTZRNOON 

A crowd o f  VILLAGmS, CITIZENS, B U U X  
and BELLES are at the rear o f  platform, 
their backs t o  audience. They are look- 
ing down at a passing procession o f  re- 
turned SOLDIERS, and as the ligiits come 
up, are cheertng and waving sruall flags, 
handkerchiefs, etc. Their figures are 
outlined against the l i gh t  wnich they 
face, and they are wedged so closely 
together as  t o  'olot out any clear view 
o f  the procession which they are sup- 
posedly watching, only a glimpse being 
had by audience o f  bayonets and flags. 

Forming a group on platform just above 
steps R.C. are UPTON and CORNXILIB 
EAMlrlZBSLEY with GREGORY and ELIZABETH 
ANSTHJTEEFt, All are dressed f o r  the 
outdoors and stand ha l f  facing the 
audience. 

GRZGOHY 
( a s  a burst o f  chedring subsides) 

(Ei s tone i s  mockingly supercilious) 
Making quite a fuss, - the dear people. What? 

UPTON 
( p e tdant ly )  

Damn the dear people! 

GREGORY 
I t ' s  rather pathetic i n  a way. 
tomorrow the heroes are forgotten, - l e f t  t o  sni f t  for themselves. 

Today cheers f o r  the returning heroes; 

ELI1 ZABETE: 
It doesn't seem fair, 

GKZGORY 
I t ' s  not f a i r ,  but society, m y  dear, i s  notoriously indifferent t o  
those who serve it. 

CORNELIA 
I fee l  so s o r r y  f o r  those troops, 

UPTON 
Sorryt 
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CO€U\JXLIA 
Aye, Upton. Eow many will find E place for themselves. 

UPTON 
F i l thy  beggars! 
rule. Sorry! Best save your qympathy for  yourself. God knows what 
we're in  for now. 
London tomorrow. 

They're to blame for cutting us loose from %&ish 

If I could dispose of  my properties, I ' d  return to 

COIWELIA 
Uptonl 

UPTON 
I would. 
would win the war. 
can! t escape from i t  too quickly. 

I ' d  have done i t  before if I ' d  had any idea these rebels 
I ' v e  had my fill of  ragamuffin government. I 

GR3GORY 
Don't act hastily,  Upton. We Tories all fee l  as you do, - that the 
ru le  of the multitude i s  not to be borne. Would that we could seize 
the government, but o u r  numbers are too few. We shall nnve to abide 
our time, working to the end thzt &ierica w i l l  once again bacoine 
B r i t i sh  property. 

UPTON 
( shaking h i s  head) 

'T is  a vain hope, Gregory, 
country . These people are done with their  mother 

CORKEL IA 
Aye, an ocean separates them from mglLuld. And more, - an attitude 
of mind towards sovereigns that --- Well, I can imagine almost any- 
one Of them standing up to King George and taking joy in  t e l l ing  him 
to l l G o  to hell . "  

ELI WETE 
( shocked) 

(UPTON, choking apoplectically, i s  speechless) 
Cornelia! 

GREGORY 
Mistress H~unmersley! 

CORNZLIA 
( musingly) 

(She sighs) 
I couldnl t do that. 

I Wish I could. 
UP TON 

( recovering h i s  voice) 

(splutteringly) 
Go to hell!  To our king! 

Why damne! i t ' s  treason, madam, - treason to even think such a 
thought! 
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CORlJELIA 
I didn't think it o f  myself, Upton, 

ELI zAB3m 
9?hy ghould you think it of  an & e r i c a ?  

a 1  ZABnti 
Eeaven save us from such a sp i r i t l  

GRIGGORY 
K i  stress Eamnersley exaggmntes, I think. Reverence fo r  established 
authority i s  deep imbedded - even in  Uer icans,  though they have evi- 
denced a rebellious defiance. Tine w i l l  yet bring them t o  tneir  senses. 

UPTON 
Fow long vi11 it be b e f o r e  th is  imbecile povernnent involves Aye. 

i t s e l f  in  di f f icul t ies?  
i t se l f  with i t s  own supportt?rs. 

In  less  than a year it w i l l  have discredited. 

GaGOilY  
( mil ing )  

That i s  what we lor ies  await, Vpton. 
t h e y  cannot govern thmselves, who vi11 they turn t o  f o r  protection 
against themselves? Their king. 

Patience, m y  friend, patience. 

TJihen the people have learned 

( 5 e  places a hand on UPTON' S arm) 

LNETS DIM OTJT 

(The CROWD at 'onck disperses i n  variqus 
directions, a l l  leaving tho stage except 
the CKARACT2RS wnich appear i n  the suc- 
ceeding scene. They make f o r  steps C., 
and remain i n  C. section on stage level) 



. 

(by Auditorium Loudspeaker ,etween Scenes 
7 and 8 o f  Act I) 

SPWmR 
"There were  my who could not realize t h t  thay had shed tntir b l cod  
i n  the f ie ld ,  to secure t o  their  crcditors n, ripht t o  dr3.g t n e n  into 
courts and prisons." 

(George Richards iv!tnot (1810) History o f  
Insurrection izl Mnssschusett s)  
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SCdE: Lights dim up on f o u r  or f ive  PRISOSJERS 
who s i t  and l i e  about tho f l o o r  in  C. 
section o f  steps. Amonq them i s  TEIRD 
SOLDIER of Scene 5. 
FIRST PRISONER i s  speaking as l ights  
come up. 

FIRST PRX GONER 
sdffering Jehosaphat! Must you crowd a m a n ?  Shift  your stinkin! car- 
@Sb, b i l l  you1 

(tie digs his elbow i n t o  S2COT39 P11,1SON3RiS 
r ibs)  

SZCOliJD PRI SON33 
Go s l o w  there! Ant you donlt smell l i k e  n r o s e  yourself, you lousy 
b eggnr ! 

FIRST PRISONER 
(no t l y )  

Beegar yourself! I ' m  a f a r m e r ,  I am, 2nd no low born loborer is fit 
t o  occupy the same c e l l  with me. 

SECCIND PRI SONm 
Well, vih7 don' t you get yourself a private cell .  

(This ca l l s  f o r  m outburst o f  laughter 
and catcal ls  from the other OCCUPANTS) 

THIRD SOLDIZZ? 
(with mock dignity) 

Gentlemen! Gantlemen! Rsnembtr;r you' r e  in  prison! 
(more catcal ls  and noises suqest ive  of 
the modern Bronx cheer) 

( i n  the r.iiclst of  tht? racket a TURNiCEY enters 
down C. steps v i th  SOLDI3R 230.1 o f  Sctane 5) 

TURNKEY 
(from step) 

Shut your racket, you crumby paupers1 o r  1111 t a k e  the whip t o  you. 
Eere 's  a compmion f o r  you. 

(Ee shoves YIRST SOLDIER violcntly i n t o  the 
middle o f  the group,  one of shon t r ips  t h e  
SOLDIER, bringing hin down. This causes 
loud laughter) 
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FIRST PiiISOWER 
(above the din - t o  TURNKEY) 

Ain ' t  it crowded enough in  here now? 

OTIiXR PRI SOBEIZS 
Aye! 
Take him out1 
Put him somewhere else1 

SECOND PiiI S O N 3  
( grunbling) 

We' l l  damntd soon b e  roostint i n  each others laps. 

TUXNK3Y 
N O W ,  boys, be nice t o  your l i t t l e  playmatei 

(With a wagpish leer,  he disappears up steps)  

FIRST PRI SOM?? 
Look at the size o f  the mangy dog. 

(Ee sizes up PIiISON23 (2IRST SOLDIm) who 
has by no-jv got to h is  feet) 

SECOND PRI SON33 
You'd bettor make yourself thin around hers, fe l ler .  

FIRST PRI SON3F. 
A y e ,  if y o u  go to sttppin' on m y  toes----- 

FIRST SOLDIER 
(challengingly) 

lVnnt'I1 you do, f o u l  breath? 

FIRST PEI SONER 
( s a v a p  l y  ) 

(There i s  a general snarling agreement 
k e ' l l  f latten you out a n t  use you f o r  a rug, - that 's  wiiat we t l l  do. 

from the others) 

FIRST SOLDIm 
( eyeing the group contemptuously) 

A W ,  kiss  m y  foot! 

TEIBD SOLDIER 
(giving a shout o f  r e c o a i  tion) 

(Be jumps up, grabs FIRST SOLI)IZRtS hand, 

(FIRST SOLDIER regards nim without recoqnition) 

Mas sachus e t t s 1 

wrings it warmly) 
If i t  a in ' t  the old war horse iiisself. 

Remember me, dont t you, Massachusetts? I 1 m Virginia. 
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FIRST SOLDIER 
Virginia? 

THIRD SOLDIER 
&ye. Ye was camped together i n  New Jersey. 

FIRST SOLDIm 
( E i s  face bre,zking into a smile) 

(He grips THIRD SOLDIER'S hand) 
Sure, I recollect y o u  now, Virginia. 

That's n long ways back, partner. 

THIRD SOLDIER 
Me. An' plenty has happened since. 

FIRST SOLD133 
?hat in  h e l l  are you doin' here? 

THIRD SOLDIER 
I got you t o  blame, I reckon. 

FIRST SOLDI3R 
ivl o? 

IBIRD SOLXFJI 
&ve..but i t ' s  P long tale. S i t  down. 

(Ee turns and c l e a r s  a space by using 
h i s  hrznds and fapt vigorously on the 
other occupnt s) 

Back up, you scum. Room f o r  2 couple o1  soldiers. 
(There are grumbling murmurs a s  the otners 
sh i f t  ground) 

FIRST SOLDIER 
(seating hinse1.f) 

You' r e  quite some ways from hone, Virginia. 

I a i n ' t  got 

Nay, nary a 
get back t o  
f ly in '  , the 

Aye, ha! A 

TE:IRD SOLDIXR 
no hone, Massachuaetts. 

(TIRST SOLDIER eyes him questioningly) 
home, I thougnt I had but---well, 
m y  State quick mougn, - an' I get 
people i s  cheerin' , the---- 

FIRST SOL913:R 
( deri sfvely) 

after the w a r  I can't 
there. The f lags i s  

TEIRD SOL313FI 
m a n  can't eat cheers, qn' 1 was give naught else. 

FIRST SOLDIER 
Same with me, Virginia. 
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TEIRD SOLDIER 
Then I donlt iiave to t e l l  you how it was. 

FIRST SOLD133 
No, I ' l l  t e l l  you. There wasn't any ?lace for the retu.rned hero. 

TIIRD SOLDIER 
(shaking his head.) 

A l l  the places had been grabbed by the fellows that stayed nome. 
(Ee sighs) 

Well, seein' I wasn't gettint nowheres in  TTirginia, I think maybe I 
might have a chance somewherss else, so remenbsrinl what you told ne 
about your Massachusetts, - how she was the first a n 1  l a s t  words i n  
states, I---y- 

( stoutly) 

(fervently) 
Well, ainl t she? Did you ever 

I t e l l  you, man,  rhen God made 
job.  

FIRST SOLDISR 

see a purtier  state? 

Massachiisetts, He did 3 almighty good 

TEIRD SOLDIER 
Oh, i t ' s  purty a l l  right. I t ' s  qot a, quiet peacefldness I a in ' t  never 
f e l t  nowheres else, But i t  certnin sure has soze almighty inem laws. 
YThy, you know iqrhnt they did? They threw ne i n  here just because I owe 
for a pa i r  of boots. 

FIRST SOLDIER 
I 1 n  i n  clink i n  my own town 0 1  Boston for a measly food b i l l .  Ea! 

1HIRD SOLDI3R 
I offered to p:zy the & m l d  tradesman, - but he wouldn't take, lily 

paper money. 

FIRST SOLDIER 
Continentals ainl t worth what thoylre writ on, feller.  

TH1R.D SOLDIZ? 
But I a i n ' t  got but only Cortinentals. 

FIRST SOLDIER 
V.at they oixght to do, ?irginia, i s  to make a b,mk of paper lnonoy 
big enough t o  pay a l l  our debts, - big enough to sink itself, 

THIRD SOLDIZR 
Why for should it sink i t s e l f ?  

FIRST SOLD133 
Because then it wculd be so much clear gain for t h e  stattee 

TEIXD SOLXER 
Maybe. 3ut I know naught of noney matters. 
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FIRST SOLDIER 
Then y o u  knov a s  much as  anybody else. A l l  the s-me we farmers be- 
l i eve  in  printing presses, 2nd. i n  a l o t  0 1  other things too .  Pelre 
the fe l le rs  who feed the nation. Don't that m&e us more important 
than B pack o f  miserly tradesmen? Don't it? 

THIRD SOLDID 
'Twould seem to. Le t  the tradesmen put us in  jail. 

FIRST SOLDID 
I ' m  not stayin! in  jail,  - I ' m  gettint out. ~ n l  when I do l e t  them 
a s  put ne in  here - look out. 

(Eis tone i s  grim, nenacing, but riot loud) 

LIGXTS DIM OUT 

( I n  the darkricss the CEARACTYRS take their  
positions f o r  the next scene with the 
ZXTRAS who enter irmedintely) 

. 

. 



(By Auditorium Loudspeaker between Scenes 
8 and 9 o f  Act I) 

SP3AKEIR 
"A little rebellion now and then i s  l i k e  a storm in  the atnosphere." 

(Thomas J e f f e r w h  i n  tlWritingsn, Yord, Vol .  
117, p. 370) 
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ACT I - SCEKE 9 

SPRINGFI ELI), MASSACB'ITSETTS , JANUARY 25, 1787, N I  GET 

SCEXE: I n  the l ights  o f  fl ickering torches 
the FIRST SOLDIER, standing on pltit- 
form R.C. i s  addressing a mob o f  
FARMBS armed with pitchforks, clubs, 
etc. I n  each hat i s  a sprig o f  noun- 
tain laurel, the insignia o f  the re- 
bellion. 
Care nust 5e taken in  this  scene t o  
keep the mob in  hand, t o  eliminate any 
IfRedll element. Their responses t o  the 
SPEAK3R are not shouted o r  howled, but 
are f u l l  o f  a restrained anger, a 
leashed bitterness nore menacing than 
no i  sy yells.  Definite exclaiiatory 
phrases &re given t o  some o f  the ex- 
tras so that the general respmses 
have a ring o f  naturalness and are not 
just the usual mob cries. 

FIRST SOLDIXR 
( speaking calmly and evenly, af ter  the general 

m u r m u r  heard as the l ignts  r ise,  dies away) 
Nowr my friends, i s  it clear t o  you what we are doing? O u r  enemies 
have called us a llrabblelf, but we know we're not a rabble. Ye are 
most o f  us farmers, law abidinl citizens who love our country a n t  who 
proved it by shoulderin' a musket when our country needed muskets. 

(a low nurmur o f  agreement from the mob: 
"That we did!" "Three years I served." 
1'1 answered the f i r s t  callll, etc.) 

We are taking up a r m  again, - not against government, but for the same 
reason which nade us take up arris in  1776, - t o  op~osa tyranny. 

(murmurs o f  agreement: "Lve, tyranny! 11 

"We can do nothing else." etc.) 
We were promised eqmlity,  
consider the matter cal~nly. 

Now I c1nir.i t o  bo a rensonsble man, - t o  want no nore than my due 
share. But I do want that1 

Hcw has that pronise been kept? Let  us 

(Ee  clears h is  throat) 

( low cr ies  of :  flThqtl s only fairoft 
'IS0 do we all!!! etc.) 

Yhy did I enl ist  i n  ?%,shington1 s amy? Wny did I r i sk  my l i f e  i n  
battle? Because I believed the promise that had been made, thatls 
why. I was reacly t o  fight f o r  equality, - t o  die fo r  equality. 

a VOICE issues clearly) 
( a  low nurmured "&ell from mob - from which 

VOICE 
That' s one way t o  find equalfty. 

(A general, low tuned laugh greets the sally)  

FIRST SOLDIS 
Maybe i t ' s  the only way, brother, but until Itn dead 1111 not adnit it. 



FIRST SOLDI3R (Cont' d) 
(a lawhing cheer from the mob: IIThatl s the 
spirit1 11 Ve i ther  w i l l  we. 1' etc. ) 

Well, we won the war. We! You and me - a l l  of us. And what ncppened? 
'*'as the land weld won in common dfvided evenly amongst us? 

(a low angry murmur :  

Wouldn't that have been but f a i r ?  
(cries of ttAye.tf 

( c r ies  o'f "Aye! 11 

I'Nol It "It was not!" etc.) 
Yny wasn't it? 

weren't de who had shed our blood antitlod to o u r  portion? 
"That f t  vouldll etc.) 

~ u r  portion! 11 etc. ) 
Did we get it? 

Aye! Ta got i t  

( c r i es  o f  '!No! No!ll) 

Vr3ICE' 
( c lear ly  from the mob rosponsa) 
xhere the chicken g o t  the axe. 
(This c a u s ~ s  a gcneral laugh) 

FIRST SOLDI3R 
ivly friend has said it, - vhere ti?€ chicken got the axel 

(at back C., -walking up rear steps - 
HUSBAND, WIFE and MAN FiiIEND enter. All 
are  richly dressed and the i r  mnnner i s  
haughty ,and arrogmt. 
A spot l ight  picks them up on platform 
L. C, rqfnere they pause, dyeing the mob 
v i th  well bred distaste. 
The FIRST SOLDIZ  continues) 

The hnd,  it seems, 1 ~ s  already divided. It was tile property of 
Ifthe wise, the r ich  and the good.1' 

(He g1,ulcos pointedly at the TEit3 
CHARACTERS L.C. and the MOB turns to- 
ward them in  a l o w  menacing murmur. 
The WIF3 instinctively draws close to 
her EUSB,;'D, her face snowing liar fezr. 
The MOB again turns to FIRST SOLDIER 
a s  he resumes) 

There wasn't an acra for us, - the llsimple, the poor and the bad." 
(This causes n gust of  b i t t e r  merriment) 

True there are the Sostern Lmds, - if you l i k e  Indians ,and don't care 
to  keep y o u r  scalps. 

Yet some of us wish t o  l i v e  where we were born. I wish to-- An' I ' m  
goin' to1 

( c r i es  of tl~ye! ~ y e ! t t  Itthere we were 

(another lirvv, b i t t e r  laugh) 

born11 stc. ) 
What else were we promised? 
Pursuit of Eapainess." Well, l e t  us look into that. 

The right to "Life,  Liberty and the 

(He glances about at the r ing of faces - 
resumes) 

Speakin' for  qvself, what with nnvin' no hone, no job, no food, I ' n  
not findint l i f e  easy. 
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FIRST SOLDIER ( Contt d) 

ItAnything buv oasy.lt 
(a s,ympathetic mur::iur from the crowd: 
ttNor any o f  us!ll 
etc.) 

As for IILibertylf, I ' v e  just escnped from n Boston de5tor's jail. 

I n  the town o f  Groton in  this  state, one farmer o a t  o f  every three, and 
i n  'Yorcester county the head of practical ly every f m i l y  i s  beirig sued 
for  debt. All these men are  facing not only destitution but inprison- 
nent. 1hn.y o f  you hers i n  Springfield are in  the sane desperate situ- 
at i on. 

(murmurs o f  flAye!fl "That we ars!ll etc. 
The WIFE shrinks against her HUSBAND, 
who together with MAN FRIEND, show signs 
o f  uneasiness at tie nosti le  spir i t  o f  
the MOB) 

(another sympathetic m u r m u r )  

That a man's shelter should be seized f o r  debt i s  te r r ib le  enough, but 
when they likewifie seize o u r  persons, - when they suspend o u r  right of 
Eabeus Corpus, - is that Liberty? 

(b i t ter  murmurs o f  llNof1. 

ttopprassionltt) 
IfTyranny! If 

Now, what have we l e f t ?  I'The p u r s u i t  o f  happinessff. 

Wait, my friends, listen! Secaxse oyr leaders, - the men we trusted, 
have betrayed us, that i s  no reason f o r  us t o  noclc the Declaration. 
Rather it i s  f o r  us to draw inspiration from i t s  noble sentiur:nts, - 
to assert with all our manhood what i t  asserts, - our equality with 
the Itwise, the r ich pad the good. I f  

( l o w  bi t ter  sardonic laughter from the MOB) 

( ;Gain hi s glance i s  directed at the TEREE 
CXARACTERS L.C., as i s  the glance o f  the 
MOB, which murmurs menacingly R growling 
jeer) 

'le are marching t o  the armory, - tncre to meet with our General 
Daniel Sh%vs. Eta w i l l  t e l l  y o u  what you are t o  do. Torward! 

(Ee turns and starts for  R.2. The MOB 
giving a shout, starts  t o  f o l l o w  him, 
breaking immediately into the song of  
"Yankee ihodlell, using the l y r i c  o f  the 
time. FIRST SOLDIZR and MOB exeunt R.2. 
EUSBAND, FIFE and Ili FRIEND stand staring 
af ter  then, - tile WITE clinging t o  her 
EUSBANP- the TWO M I X  frowning angrily) 

EUSBAlTD 
( a s  the MOB disappears) 

( f rom o f f  stage i s  heard fa int ly  the MOB 
singing ffYankee Doodlefl, making a back- 
pround f o r  the ensuing scene) 

F i l thy rabble! 

WIFE 
(ha l f  hysterically) 

But v h y  should th is  be?, There are the troeps? 

BUSBAND 
( n ngr i 1 y ) 

Aye,  where? 
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MAN FRIEND 
Governor Bowdoin i s  raising a force in  Boston. 

E:USBA.I'$D 
This i s  for the Central Governnent to deal with. I t t s  insurrection! 
If i t ' s  not stopped, it 'll sprend over the entire coimtry. 

MAN TRIEND 
O u r  Central Government has l i t t l e  power t o  act i n  such emergencies. 

HUSSAXD 
Then it should be given the power. 
ment, l e t ' s  have one with teeth. 

If we're t o  have a Central Govern- 

MAN 7RIXND 
Aye, a standing army to mt down revolt, 

(There i s  a shot from o f f  stage. Cries 

"To the armory11 all mixed. 
o f  ''The General11 "The General! 11 IITo 
the armoryl' 
i n  with the voices singing llYarkes 
Doodlelf. 
scream o f  fri&t) 

The %IF3 gives a, piercing 

BI FE 
( hgs t er i  cal ly) 

The beasts! The beasts! They snould be hanged! 

idAN FRIEND 
'T i s  said their  purpose  is t o  close tne courts so tney may prevent 
their  arrest f o r  debt. 

HUS BAlT D 
Their purpose i s  t o  seize o u r  property. 
on the armory. 
wont t be safe. 

This sort o f  thing has got t o  stop! If mob rule cant t be prevented 
under the Art icles of Confederation, then we ' l l  tear up the Articles. 
Well1 draw R. new Constitution, - a Constitutton that will protect us. 

That's 1Yny they're marckling 
Onct. they get muskets i n  their  hands, even our l ives  

( vehemently) 

(another snot from of f  stage - nore shuts .  
The singing of IIYmkee Ibodlelf increases 
in  volume) 

LIGHTS DIM O U T  



, 
(By Loudspeaker in Auditorium between Scenes 
9 and 10 of Act I) 

SPEAKER 

The Federal Constitutional Convention held its first meeting in 
Philadelphia on May 25th, and continued in session for slmost f our  
months. 
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ACT I - SCEITE) 10 

PBILADELPRIA, STJhillid3R OF 1787 

b 

S CBVE : A spot l i gh t  dims up on GEORGE 
WASIsIHGTON, who serving as President 
o f  the Convention, s i t s  on step L.C. 
Darkness makes the members o f  the Con- 
vention invisible, but their  voices 
a r e  heard from R. as the scene opens, 
in  scattered, unrelated phrases. 

GROW A 
(spenking before l ights  come up) 

Conmon defense! 

GROLT B 
Security o f  Liberty! 

GROUP C 
General welfare1 

GROUP A 
Rights o f  suffrage! 

GROUP B 
National legislature! 

GROLT C 
Quotas o f  Distribution! 

(Xuring a nomontary l u l l  the voice 
o f  FIRST IdBdBXR i s  heard distinctly) 

FIRST I16ZMBER 
Resolved: that the Art icles o f  Confederation ought t o  be------- 
corrected and enlarged. 

GROUP A 
No1 

GROW C 
Aye! Correct and enlarge the Art icles o f  Confederation, 

(a general chorus o f  Itayes11 - then a 
confused m u r m u r  o f  disagreement, from 
which sharply issues the voice of the 
FIFTH hI.EMBXR) 



1-10-2 

6 

FIFTH NI353ER ....... we are (not) proceeding on the basis o f  the Confederation. 
This Convention i s  unknown t o  the Confederation1 

(This statement gets a mixed reception; 
some voices agreeing, others disagreeing) 

GROUP A 
Aye! &e! 

GROUP B 
Aye! Ave! 

GR@UP C 
Our instruction! Our instructionf 

GROUP A 
( a f ter  general exclamations) 

The large states! 

GROUP C 
The l i t t l e  states. 

GROUP A 
Federal Government 1 

(suddenly during the tumult a spot light 
floods the face 2nd standing figure of 
AL3WTDE2 FdILTON, 3. C.) 

HAMILTON 
( facing the seat cd VAS€i:INGTON) 

IvIr. President: During tho several weeks this Constitutional Convention 
has been in  session, it has occupied i t s e l f  with arguing the re lat ive  
merits o f  the Virginia and New Jersey plans. I am obliged t o  declare 
myself unfriendly t o  both, 

I personally dcspair O f  establishing a Republican Govormnent over so 
great ;m extent o f  territory. 
no scruples in  declaring it, - tnat the 3 r i t i sh  Government i s  the best 
in  the world. 

(a murmur from the unsc-en MBdB3RS) 

It i s  m y  private opinion, ,and I have 

(agrcement and disaprerment from the 
MIEn23EtS) 

GROUP A 
&el 

Lve! 

No1 No1 

GROUP B 

G3OW C 
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EAMIL TON 
I would have the SuFreme Executive o f  the United States invested i n  
a Governor t o  be elgcted to serve during good behavior, 

(WA$,E:INGTON i s  seen t o  frown) 
(There i s  a tzimtilt of protest from the 
unseen ?~~%BERS )  

GROUP A 
What? 

GROUP B 
No 1 

GROUP C 
No! No! 

FIRST MBdB3.R 
(clear1y;coming into l ight )  

(murmurs o f  assent) 

(angry murmurs from the members. 

An Executive during good behavior i s  5ut a softer name f o r  an Zxecutive 
f o r  l i fe !  

The next step would be an hereditory Inonarchy! 
The 

l ights  fade froci Hi4ILTON1 S face during 
the hubbub) 

GROUP A 
Royalists! 

GROUP B 
kdonarchi s t ! Nonar chi s t ! 

GROUP C 
Royalist! Royalist! 

( SECOND MENBEII' S voice i s  now heard) 

SSCOND IAXMBER 
(clearlyicoming into l ight )  

If we are t o  establish a National Government, that Government should 
f low from the people at large. 

(Murmurs o f  disagrzament almost drown 
thoso o f  agrement) 

GROW A 
No! No! 

GROUP B 
No! No! 

GROUP C 
Aye! Aye! 
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TEIRD MEMBXR 
( i n  lighted area) 

Aye! Governmnt i s  instituted f o r  those who l i ve  under it. 

FOURTH MEMBER 
( i n  lighted Drea) 

Gcvernment is instituted f o r  the protection cf property! 

GROUP A 
Aye, property! 

GROUP B 
Aye, property! 

GROUP C 
L i f e  and Liberty! L i f e  and Liberty! 

FIFW M3dB32 
(clearly; in  lighted area) 

L i f e  and Liberty are generally said t o  be  of more value, but the 
main object o f  society i s  property. 

GROUP A 
&e! Aye! 

GEiOUP 9 
&e! &ye! Property! 

GROUP C 
People! People! People! 

FOUETE: hEMB3R 
Property.. , , i s  the great cause o f  war - the great means of carrying 
it on. 

FIFTE: EIIEMBER 
I t  i s  essential that the members o f  the Legislature, the Executive, 
and the Judges should be possessed o f  competent property t o  mako them 
independent and re  spectable. 

GROUP A 
Aye! 

GROUP 3 
Aye! 

GROUP C 
No! No! 

FMTLIN 
(a  l ight  striking h is  face a s  he r ises)  

I am opposed t o  such a provision. 
ever acquainted with, were the richest rogues. 

l ight  fades from FRAD'KLIN' S face) 

Some o f  the greatest rogues I was 

(laughter and general agreement - the 



1-10-5 

P FObXTE: MBDER 
The Senatorial branch i s  ne-mt to represent tho woalth o f  the 
country, - it ought t o  bt? composed o f  persons o f  wealth. 

GROUP A 
Aye! lyealthl 

GROW B 
@e! -@e! 

GROW C 
No! No! An aristocracy! An aristocracy! 

FIFW Ivl3BXR 
(h is  face l ighting up) 

As t o  the nlnrm sounded o f  an  aristocrrcy, - my creed i s  that there 
never was, nor e v e r  w i l l  be a civ i l ized society without m Fxistocracy. 

(cheers f r o m  GROUPS A and B) 

GXOUP c 
Democracy! Democracy! 

FIBTE: ivlEICBER 
The Senate must have the aristocratic sp i r i t ;  i t  must lo rd  it t h o '  
pride! 

(more cheers tnat drown tne DISSEiJTERS. 
the l ight  fades from the FIFTE NIIUBIR'S 
face) 

(cheers f r o m  GROUPS A and B) 

GEloUP C 
Never! Never! 

GROUP A 
Foreign debts! 

GBOW B 
The F i rs t  Branch! 

mom c 
The Second Branch! 

GR@W A 
Election by State Legislatures! 

GROLT C 
Slection by the people! 

SECOND M~~vLEFJI 
(h is  voice r is ing out o f  the conflicting 
phrases) 

No government can long subsist without the confidence o f  the people. 

GROUP A 
&ve 1 
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GROW B 
Aye! 

TOLTRTE MXMBER 
The people are for paper money! 

(a nixed reception) 
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GROUP B 
Aye! 

FIFTH E.XXMB?B 
The people should have as l i t t l e  to do as may be about the government. 

GROUP A 
Aye! Right! 

GROUP B 
&Je! &ve! 

GRC,UP C 
Everything! They should have everything to do, 

FOURTH MEM3XR 
The ev i l s  we experience now flow from the excess of democracy. 

EldbiILTON 

(This precipitates a violent turmoil <among 
the unseen idEhBFBS, so violent that WASR- 
INGTON i s  forced t o  raise h i s  hand to re- 
store order) 

Rescue us from a Democracy! 

GR@W A 
Aye, rescue us! No democracy! P o  deinocracy, 

GROUP B 
Aye! Save us from nob rule! Give us a government of gentlemen. 

GROLT C 
We'l l  have nothing el.se. 
Democracy! 

That's what we fought for. Long l i v e  

FIRST MEK3XR 
( as  quiet i s  restored, h i s  voice coming 
out clearly) 

We are sent here to consult - not to contend with each other. 

SECOND MEMBER 
We should consider tha.t we r?re providing a Constitution for future 
generations, not merely for  the peculiar circumstances of the moment. 

THIRD MEMBER 
The mass o f  citizens should not be without a voice i n  m,iking the laws 
which they are to obey, i n  choosing the Magistrates who are to ad- 
minister them. 
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(The minority murmursits approbation) 

FOURTH M3ll333 
Give the votes t o  the people who have no property, and they w i l l  scll 
them to the r ich rn,m who w i l l  be able to buy them. 

(noisy momentary disagreeqent and agreement) 

GROUP k 
Aye! 

GROW C 
No! No! 

F I F E  IIIXMBER 
Freeholders arc? tine best. guardians of Liberty. 

CROUP A 
&yet 

GROW B 
Lvc! Ayes 

GROW C 
No! NO! 

FIT13 MEMBER 
The right o f  silffrngs should be restr icted t o  then. 

(violent difference o f  opinion i s  vo iced  
by the unseen MEEWERS. 
TON rai ses his  hand) 

Once inore WASKING 

GROUP A 
Ayc! Freeholders! Suffrage f o r  freeholders! 

GROUP B 
Aye, freeholders! 

GROUP C 
Yhy? Wny? Suffr2ge f o r  all. 

FIRST IIEMBER 
( a f ter  the din has subsided) 

Why should suffrage be restrained t o  freehol.ders? 
sides property make a. permanent attachnent? 

Does nothirg be- 

( :A i xed niirnur s ) 

GROUP A 
No1 

GROUP B 
NO! 



GROUP C 
Aye! &e! 

SWOND bEN.Bl3R 
Every mLm who pays n tax should be allowed a voice in the itrposition 
of  them. Taxation ,md representation should go toget2iei.i 

GZOUPS A AND a 
Aye I 

FIFTH Mmm 
Money i s  power. 
i n  proportion to wealth. 

The states ought t o  have weight i n  the govt.rni:ient 

(violent conflict of opinion) 

GROW A 
&e. Wealth! Wealth! 

GZIOUP B 
Aye! Aye! 

GROUP C 
No! No! 

FOURTH MFBF!  
Taxation s2mll be i n  proportion to representation! 

(This raises a storm o f  conflicting cries) 

GROUP A 
Tax population! Tax population! 

GBOUP B 
Tax population! l a x  population! 

GROUP C 
Tax property! Tax property! Tax property! 

(WASHIiWTOlT raises h i s  hand i n  vain - the 
Convention i s  completely out o f  hand. 
FRWL IN  r i ses  to the occasion and st j . l ls  
the t m u l t  as he addresses the chair) 

FRANKLIN 
(a l ight  on h i s  face) 

Mr. President.....When a broad table i s  to be made, arid the edges o f  
the planks do not fit, the a r t i s t  takes a l i t t l e  from both, ‘and makes 
a good joint. I n  l i k e  manner, here, both sides must part with some 
of their  demands, i n  order that they may join in  some accomodating 
proposition. 

(The MEEBBIS applaud the peace proposal, 
then stop as TEIRD MBiB32 spe&s) 

TEIRD MXMBER 
(clearly) 

I move that.....a census be taken of the f ree  white inhAbitmts and 
three-fifths of  tnose o f  other descriptions; and that che represent&- 
tion be regulated accordingly. 
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SECOND 143MBXR 
O n  what principle is the admission o f  blacks i n  the proportion o f  
three-fifths t o  be explained? Are they admitted a s  Citizens? Then 
why are they not admitted on an equality with White Citizens? 
they admitted as property? Then why i s  not other property admitted 
into the computation? 

Are 

FIFT€i M3MBER ..... blacks should not be included in  the basis o f  representation. .... 
I never w i l l  concur in  upholding domestic slavery. 
institution. 

It i s  a nefarious 

(violent and mixed opinion from mseen 
MEMBERS) 

GROW A 
Aye! &ye! 

GROUP B 
Aye! &re! 

GROUP C 
No! No! 

FIRST MESXBEX 
Slaves.. , . . "bring the judgement of  Heaven on a country. I f  

(noisy nnd bi t ter  disagreement) 

GROUP A 
&re! &vet 

GROUP B 
Aye! Aye! 

GROUP C 
NO! No! 

FOURTH MB53ER 
Religion and humanity have nothing t o  do with this question. 
alone i s  the governing principle in  nations. 

Interest 

(same violent reception) 

GROOUP A 
Right! Right! 

GROUP B 
Aye! &ye! 

GROUP C 
Not Not 
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THIRD MZNBB 
The States are divided into differsnt interests not by their  difference 
i n  size..,..,..but...ftom the effects o f  their  having or not having 
slaves. 

(general agreement then a violent 
n l t  ercation) 

GROUP A 
Aye! Slaved zre wealth. 

GROUP 33 
&ye. Slntos are  property! 

GROUP C 
Slaves ape peksons! Population! 

GROUP A 
Wealth. 

GROUP B 
Property! 

GROUP C 
Population! The South w i l l  secede! E q u a l  Representation! Equal 
Rep r e s en t at i o n  1 

A VOICE 
Reso1ved:"that the senate o f  the United States shall be composed of 
two Senators from each State, cnosen by the Legislature thereof.!! 

(There i s  a general shout o f  satisfaction 

(AHOTEER VOICE cr ies  out clearly) 
at n compromise having been effected) 

SECOND VOICE 
The People! How many representatives have the paople? 

FIFTH MIET.ABXR 
Each State shall have one representative at least. 

(This causes an uproar) 

GROUP A 
Aye1 One is plenty, 

GROUP B 
&el One! 

GROUP C 
Never! Never1 
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SECOND VGICE 
Give the people one representative for  every f i f t y  thousand inhabitants, 

GROUP A 
Sixty-f ive thousLand! 

GROUP B 
Seventy-five thousand! 

GROUP C 
Twenty thousand! 

A VOICE 
Resolved: that the number of  representatives shall  not exceed one for  
every forty thousand inhabitants. 

GROUP A 
&e! 

Aye! 
GROUP B 

GROUP C 
No! No! Twenty thousand! 

(once more FRANKLIN comes to the front) 

FIlANKLIN 
Mr .  President: I n  this  situation o f  th is  assembly, how has it 
happened, s i r ,  that we have not hitherto once thought of  humbly zip- 
plying to the Yather of Light to illumine our understanding? 
cept the Lord build the €louse, they labor i n  vain that build it.". . . . 
I therefore, beg leave t o  move that henceforth przqvers be held i n  
th is  assembly every morning before we proceed to bvsiness. 

'lex- 

SECOND MBfBER 
I second the motion. 

TEIRD hlEMBER 
The Convention has no funds with which to pay a clergyman. 

(a m u r m u r  of  subdued laughter from the 
members as the l ights  fade from FRANKLIN'S 
face, then a low voicing of  mixed phrases:) 

Money Bills. 

Chief Executive. 

Six Years. 

GROUP A 

GROUP B 

GROW A 
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i 

Four  years. 
GROUP C 

GROUP B 
Vice President. 

GROUP A 
I mpenchnent . 

GROUP C 
I npo r t tax! 

GROUP A 
No1 No! 

No! No1 

Aye1 Aye! 

GROUP B 

GROUP C 

FIRST MZNBZI 
( angrily) 

This Constitution has been formed without the knowledge o r  idea o f  the 
people. It i s  impossible t o  say Co them - take this  o r  nothing. 

SECOiTD M'?MBER 
( as angrily) 

There are features so odious i n  this Constitution, I doubt if I shall 
be able t o  agree t o  it. 

FIRST MEMBER 
I would rather chop o f f  my right hand t'nan put it to this  Constitution 
as  it now stands. 

FIFTEi PXEMBER 
I move f o r  a postponement. Perhaps mother Convention will---- 

FOURTH IENBER 
* Conventions ought not t o  be repeated. I m not without objections 

t o  the plan, but (rather than risk) r2n ultinate decision by the 
sword, I shall give i t  my support. 

THIRD MEKBBER 
If it i s  not too late,  I move that the clause declaring !Ithe number 
of Representatives shall not exceed one f o r  every forty thousand1' 
be reconsidered, i n  order t o  s tr ike  out forty thous'md, and insert 
" th ir ty  thousmdll. 

WASHI N GTON 
( r is ing to  h i s  feet) 

Before putting the question, I cannot forbear expressing a wish that 
the alteration proposed by Mr. Gorhw rniFht take place. . . . ..It would 
give ne much pleasure to  see Mr. Gorhmts resolution adopted. r 

(There i s  a nurraur of general agreenent 
as WASHINGTON resumes hts sent) 
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GROUP A 

, 

kve! 

Aye! Aye! 

Aye! 

GROUP B 

GROUP C 

FIFTH IIIXMBER 
(from the blackness) 

I move that provisions be made f o r  future amenchents o f  the ar t i c les  
o f  this Constitution.. 

(The m u r m u r  and phrases begin again) 

GROUP A 
Dangerous! 

GROUP B 
The Legislatures! 

GROUP C 
State Conventions! 

GR3W A 
Majority o f  States t o  Ratify1 

GROUP B 
Ayel &ye! 

GROTJP C 
No! ?To! 

(The argument Secomes furious nt the impli- 
cation that States which do not agree may 
have to accept the mcljority n i l e .  Once more 
the Convention i s  in  an uproar as the l ight  
fades f r o m  VLLSRINGTOK~ S face) 

DIM OUT 



. 

(By Auditorium Loudspeaker 
10 and 11 of Act I) 

between Scenes 

It was necessary to sell the new Constitution to the people. 
proved to be no simple task. 

This 

. 



a 
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ACT I - SCZITE 11 
I 

BOSTON, NOVEXBER, 1787' 

s clam : k spot l i g h t  cat cnes UPTON IiUhDXISLEY 
C. He faces  audience and addliesses 
them as  i f  they were v i l l a ge r s  a t  a 
town neeting. 

UPWN 
(with a g r u f f l y  condeseanding m,ulner) 

And so, ny dear pedale: as a loy.2'1 :aeri.can c i t i z en  and a member of 
y o u r  Local Committee f o r  Ra t i f i c z t i on ,  i t  has been rqv p r i v i l e g e  to  ex- 
pound to  you the fundmental principo.1 pleas o f  tho proposed Constitu- 
t ion,  - a Constitution devised f o r  your government 5y the generous 
minds and unsel f ish hearts of patr io ts .  
would do we l l  to r a t i f y  it. 

O u r  State o f  Massachusetts 

(Re inc l ines  h i s  he:td as  i f  finished. 
From LOUDSPEliiKERS a t  rear o f  theatre 
auditorium comes a f a i n t  scatter ing o f  
applause, which is broken i n t o  by the 
vo ice  o f  PEILLIP SCHUYL3R, who, in 
c i v i l i n n  a t t i r e ,  comes s t r id ing  down 
the C. a i s l e  o f  theatre) 

PEI LL IP 
One minute, ml i t  please YOU, sir. 

(UPTON straightens up i n  surprise, l o o k s  
co ld ly  down at  the spe,zker. 
reaches orchsstra p i t  r a i l ,  spenks 
up to  UPKIN on stage) 

PXILLIP 

Mr. Speaker, i s  i t  allowed me to  ask: a question? 

UPTON 
( s t i f f l y )  

A question? 

PHILLIP 
( smi 1 i ngl  y ) 

Or two, maybe. 

UPTON 
( c l ear ing  h i s  throat) 

Ahem! 
e r  proceed. Proceed. 

My dear young man, questions are scare@ i n  order, - blrt, - 

PHILLIP 
Well, s i r ,  w h y  i s  our State asked to  r a t i f y  a Cqnstitution which i s  
not only unauthorized but also --- 

UPTON 
( s t i f f l y )  

Unauthorized! 
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PHILLIP 
( quietly) 

Aye, sir.  'T is  my understanding that the Federal Convention was called, - not to draft a new Constitution, but to amend and enlarge the Art icles 
o f  Confederation. 

(a chorus of 'fAyes!Il 
back of Auditorium) 

from LOUDSPEAKER at 

It would 6ppe81' that the delegates exceeded their instructions. 
(another knout o f  "A,yes! 11 fybm LOUDSPWBIS 
at back o f  theatre) 

UPTON 
E r  - possiblg* my dear fellow, - possibly, but the exigencies o f  
the situation - er --- 

PHILLIP 
?fiat exi genci e s , s i  r? 

UPTON 
( explosively) 

Armed rebellion, damme! I n  oiir own stnte, too. 

PHILLIP 
Shay's Rebellion, s i r ,  was the result of our Massachusetts State 
Constitution. The Art icles had naught to do with it. 

UPTON 
The Articles provcd ineffective in  a crisis .  
they --- They lacked 

PHILLIP 

( shouts of agreement from LOUDSPWERS at 
They served well enough t o  win us the war. 

back of theatre) 

teeth, 

Br i t i sh  indiffprence and Trench nssist,mce won you the war. 

PHILLIP 
Oh, grant our American sp i r i t  some credit, s i r ,  - the sp i r i t  which 
animTtes o u r  Articles,  - toothless though they be, a fcdt, if ' t i s  
a fault, which could have been remedied, nnd government l e f t  solely 
i n  the hands of the people, where the Art icles placed it. 

That wasnl t why they were scrapped, was it, s i r ?  
( dryly 1 

up TON 
Scrapped! 

PHI LLIP 
Aye, scrapped, - now that the enemy has been routed and o u r  new won 
land i s  r ipe for  seizing. It couldnl t be that our trusted delegates--- 

E ' T O N  
Heed your tongue,' young man! 
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PHI LSIP 
I but seek information, sir. This proposed Constitution, - i s  i t  the 
creation o f  the whole pcople? O r  i s  it the 1i.ork o f  ;I sinall group of 
men who, i n  secret sesslon, behind locked dnnrs, i n  vialation o f  the 
expressed w i l l  of  the States, took i t  upon themselves to present us 
with a code of  government o f  their  own designing? 

U?TON 
( vehemently) 

And grateful indeed we should be to th is  small group of men, 
Constitution they offer us will bring ordor out of  disorder, it 
w i l l  --- 

The 

PHILLIP 
It w i l l  shift  the tax from land to heads, w i l l  it not? Levy on r ich 
and p o o r  equally? 

I s  not such decreed i n  i t s  very f i r s t  a r t i c le?  
(UPTON remains silent)  

W T O N  
A l l  should pay equally for government. 

PRILLIP 
F o r  government winich m,-hs all cqun l ,  aye; but this plan -- 
Why, this  Constitution we ?,re nslcud to accept dnesn't even contcLin a 
Bill of Rights. 

'T is  concerned with the structure of governnlsnt, not with i t s  purpose, 
which i s  the protection o f  these nnturd rights we fought for .  

(Re turns to theatre audience) 

(murmurs from LOTUDSPMERS at back) 

(general agreement from LOIJ3SPEWERS at back) 

UP TON 
Your State Constitution contains r?. 3ill c?f Rignts. I s  not that 
sufficient protectinn? 

PIilILLIP 
Protection 'gainst the State i s  not protection 'gainst the super-state. 

(tie runs up steps to stage, turns ;znd 
addresses rudience) 

My friends, heed me! or you w i l l  sip sorrow. Demond a Bill of Rignts - 
fo r  yourselves, for  the unborn genercstions o f  tomorrow. Demand it as 
the price of  your ratification. If it cannot b e  incorporated i n  the 
body o f  the Constitution, attach i t  i n  the form o f  Amendments. 3ut if 
you value y o u r  l ives ,  your l i3erty,  your happiness, - stipulate in  the 
lmguage o f  Freemen the rights wnich no government imder Xeavcn can 
take from you. 

(loud and prolonged cheers and applause 
from LOUDSPEAKERS at brick o f  auaitorium) 

LIGHTS DIM OUT 



{by Loudspeaker in  Auditorium between Scenes 
11 and 12) 

SPEAKER 
A t  the f i r s t  session o f  the f i r s t  Congress twelve amendments t o  the 
Constitution were proposed, ten o f  wnich, constituting a B i l l  of 
Rights, were i n  the oourse o f  t ine ra t i f ied  by the required nuinber 
o f  Stdtes a d  made law. 
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ACT I - SCENE 12 

NEW YORK CITY, APRIL 28, 1789 

SCENE: Lights dim up on platform R. 
AUCTIONEXR, a heavy, brutish, middle- 
aged fellow, i s  engaged i n  auctioning 
o f f  a MALE NEGRO, a young man, who i s  
stripped to the waist. 
In the background several BLACKS are 
herded together, - one of them a strik- 
ing looking YOUNG FEUTJE. 
A group o f  prominent CITIZENS and the i r  
LADIES, r i ch ly  dressed i n  the fashion 
of the day, l i s ten  to the AUCTIONEER. 

An 

AUCTIONEER 
( raucously) 

A prime fieldhand, gentlemen. As f ine  a piece of stock -2s you'l l  find 
i n  this  here town of New York, Just look him over. Good-natured, w e l l -  
tempered: no marks, nary a sign of  bad about the big boy. 
bid for th is  choice lad? 

'Ahat am I 

FIRST CITIZEN 
Nine hundred dollars. 

AUCT I ONEER 
(with a characteristic sing-song whine) 

En-i-nine hundred! my it' s ra-dik-lous, gentlemen, real ra-dik-lous. 
En-i-nine hundred! Do I hear anybody else? 

SECOND C I  T I  ZEN 
Nine hundred and f i f ty .  

AUCTIONEXR 
En-i-nine hunt red an' fif-er-ty dollms. Impossible, gentlemen1 
I can't le t  th is  genuine, eighteen-karat, Gold Coast African go for 
such a price. Zn-i-nine hun' red an' fif-er-ty! En-i-nine hunt red 
an' fif-er-ty ---- 

FIRST CITIZEN 
Nine hundred and seventy-five. 

AUCTTONr(zEx 
Thank you, sir, - that 's  better. En-$mine huntred an' seventy-five! 
En-i-nine huntred a n t  sev-on-ty five! Take another look at him, 
gentlemen. Whcretd you ever see a f ingr specimen? E-nine - hundred 
an1 seventy-five! Did somebody say a thousand? Make it an even 
thousand, gentlemen, - an even thousand. 

(CITIZiZNS remain silent)  
Xn-i-nine hunt red a n 1  sev-en-ty-five! m-i-nine hunt red ant sev-en-ty- 
five. For the l a s t  t ime- - -  

(tie pauses - then a s  there are no further bids) 
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AUCTI ONEXR ( Cont d) 
Eel s yours, s i r ,  f o r  en-i-nine hunt red an1 seven-ty-five dollars. 
That's a cash price, sir. 

FIRST CITIZEN 
Bere you are. 

(He steps forward and offers AUCTIONEER 
a bundle o f  paper b i l l s )  

AUCTIONEER 
Thank you, sir. W i l l  you take him with you o r  have him sent. 

FIRST CITIZEN 
1'11 take him. 

AUCTIONEER 

An1 mind you do what he t e l l s  
( t o  SLAVE YOUTH) 

Go with your new master, black boy. 
you. 

(Ee  motions the SLAVE from platform. 
The two SLAVE joins FIRST CITIZEN. 

walk o f f  R.l) 

TXIRD C I T I  ZEN 
( t o  SECOND CITIZEN) 

That negro went cheap, 

SECOND C I  T I  ZEN 
Aye. But negroes are cheap these days, - that 's  a fact. 

( The WOMEN AUDITORS laugh and chatter Ad. l i b .  
with their escorts and with each other) 

AUCTI ONX3R 
Now who111 be next, gentlemen? 
mind? 

We got a choice assortment to  select from. 

Anybody got anything particular i n  

(He waves a hand towards SL,4VES at back) 

SECOND C I  T I  ZEN 
How about that there young wench? 

(He points to  SLI,vE GIRL. 
from the other AUDITORS, suggestive 
glances are exchanged) 

Low laughter 

AUCTIONEER 
Yes, sir. 

You, Amanda, - step up here. 
(Re turns to SLAVE GIRL) 

(The GIRL nesitates a monent, then comes 

(She wears a cheap, shapelesg dress of 
forward t o  side o f  AUCTIONWR) 

the period, her proud, handsome head 
held high. 
among the AUDITORS. 
gins hi s harangue) 

There i s  an interested s t i r  
The AUGTIONIER be- 
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AUCTION3ER ( Cont I d) 
?ow, geritlemen, here's somethint fancy, - stbaight from the Congo, but 
tame as a lamb, Shell& bat o h t  0 1  your hnnd. Step forward a l i t t l e  
nore, Arnandtt. Thatis the nme we give her, - Amanda. Step forwnrd. 
Le t  tho gentlemen see how f i r m  you stand on your cornstalks. 

( Ee  waves a hand towards the GIRL) 
There's a picture, a in ' t  it? Don't blush, &nanda. 

(There i s  a shout o f  laughter from the 

You don't have t o  - not with them eyes an1 them teeth. 

Show 'em l i k e  the good l i t t l e  g i r l  you are. 

C I  T I  ZENS) 
Show 'em Amanda. 

(The g i r l ' s  mouth remains obstinately shut) 

(Eis voice holds a menacing note i n  spite 

Le t  the gentlemen see the ivory you packed over with you, 
o f  i t s  attempt at lightness) 

(The GIRL meets the AUCTIONEERt S threatening 
eyes, hesi tat es, then suddenly breaks into 
a loud, mirthless laugh, throwing her head 
back and revealing her teeth) 

SJCOND C I  T I  ZE% 
Five  hundred dollars. 

AUC T I  O N U R  
E'-ive hunt red? 

Now, gentlemen, th is  i s  a woman, - a young woman, well-ProPortioned--- 
(pro t est i ng ) 

TEIRD CITIZEN 
F ive  hundred and f i f ty .  

FOUR'IE CITIZEN 
S i x  hundred. 

AUCTIONED 
E-six huntred! 
th is  Queen o f  Sheba? 

Well, she may have been a queen in  her own country. Who knows? Any- 
how she looks l i k e  a queen. 

I t ' s  not only shapely, gentlemen, but right nere where my hand is 
resting, I can f e e l  her bump o f  philoprogenitiveness. 

5 s i x  -- Is e-six huntred dollars all I 'm offered for 

( C I  TI ZXNS laugh) 

See that head. 
(Ee t a k e s  g i r l ' s  head Setween his hands) 

SECOND C I  T I  ZEN 
S i x  hundred and f ifty !  

AUCTI ONmR 
E-six hunt red a n t  f i f - e r t y  dollar61 
She's been trained t o  cook, t o  sea, to  wash, t o  be a nurse maid t o  y o u  
children. 
hunlred a n t  fif-er-ty dollars i s  dl I ' m  bid fo r  th is  paragon O1 
females. %six hunt red a n t  --- 

It' s givin' her away, gentlemen. 

She' s capable, honest ' industrious, - yet a paltry e-six 

( Eo  stops snort as the distant boom of 
a cannon i s  heard, to be succeeded by 
another reverberation and the loud 
pealing o f  church Bells) 
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. TEIRD C I T I Z E N  
(as the off-stage noise continues) 

Why, dame! what's that? 

SECOND C I  T I  ZEN 
It must be E i s  Excellency arriving. 

General Washington? 

@e. E e l s  been expected for the 

€!e takes the oath tomorrow. 

The day a f ter  tomorrbw. 

TEIIRD CITIZEN 

SECOND C I T I  ZEN 
past week. 

FOURT% CITIZEN 

SECOND CITIZEN 

(The WbMEN have become very much exci tod 
and are chattering Ad. l ib.  among them- 
selves. One's voice comes out clearly) 

. 

FIRST WOlrlAN 
O u r  Yirst  President! 

SECOND WOEiIAN 
(to her male escort, - the TIIIRD CITIZEN) 

Why do you c a l l  Nr. %shington o u r  F i r s t  President? 
ninth President. 

Re's  rea l ly  our 

TE:IRD CITIZXN 
Aye. 3ut the eight presidents we've had under the Art icles of Confedera 
tion, they -- well, I guess they don't count, - not si.nce we adopted our 
new Constitution. 

SECOXD 'NOMAN 
But they were our Presidents. 

TEIRD CITIZEK 
Aye. Only tnatfs  all mcic?nt history and best forgotten. Everything 
connected with the Articles i s  best forgotten. 

FOURTE CITIZZN 
( to SECOND C I T I  ZEN) 

Ewe  you seen the barge the City has provided to conduct H i s  Excellency 
across the Say? 

Aye. Magnificent! 
SECOND CITIZEN 

FTRST WOMAN 
Rowed by thirtoen eminent p i lo t s  i n  wnite dress uniforms. 
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FOURTH CITIZEN 
I t ' s  t o  dock &t the Val1 Street wharf, I understand. 

SECOND WOMAN 
Oh, l e t ' s  hurry! Perhaps we shall see E i s  Xxcellency. 

(She and her ESCORT start  o f f  R., and 
are  followed by a l l  the CITIZENS ,and 
their  WOMm FOLK) 

AUCTIONEER 
( cal l ing t o  SECOND CITIZEN) 

(He waves a hand towards SLAVE GIRL )  
Your pardon, s i r ,  but th is  woman --- 

SECOND CI T I  ZL3N 
1'11 tnke her delivered at my house for s i x  hundred and f i f t y  dollars, 

AUCT~  ONE^ 
Done, sft'i 1'11 deliver her myself, 

( a s  the ClPIZ3NS hurry b f f  the stag&) 



* 

L 

(by Auditorium Loudspe,zker between Scenes 
12 and 13 o f  Act I) 

SPEAKrn 
The Wall Street o f  1789 was not only the scene o f  Washington's inaugural, 
but a l s o  the promenade o f  fashion. 
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LCT I - SCENE 13 

W A I L  STREIT, NAY 1 ,  1739 

This scene takes i n  entire stage. 
Characters ,and extras enter from the 
back, the sides - in  fact from all 
entrances, nnd are picked up by indi- 
vidual spots, which are dimmed out t o  
permit o f  others coming i n  ,and then 
broxht  in  again as the a,ctibn demands, 
People cross and recross, lo i ter  in  
groups to chat, etc., their  r ich clothes 
and foppish manners giving the effeet 
o f  a Court, wnich i s  the intention. 

TWO BBLIl$S and TWO SUUX,  after  drift -  
ing into the general sCene, gradually 
work dam section o f  C. steps, meet and 
l inger bn stage level  C. The BELLES 
are dressed in  tho height o f  fashion 
and the IXEN are very dandyfied in  their  
satins and brocades ,and small swords. 

After l ights  are well up and a moment 
of grty Ad. Lib. chatter and movement by 
the EXTRAS, as per following phrases, 
the FIR.ST BXLLL speaks: 

!l.Aye. 'Twas indeed a most fest ive 
occasion, 1 1  

"Tne Fresidont was pleased t o  honor 
the company with h is  presence. fl 

" 'T is  whispered h is  ,ambition i s  t o  be 
the creator o f  a court.tt 

"Mine i s  a modest establishment with 
imiLlodest prices. It 

"Aye. The expense o f  l iv ing in  New 
York will be greater thzn I imagined.11 

IlITis a hectic swirl of teas, ca l l s  
and entertainment, I t  

"4ve. Society has set a giddy pace.!! 

ItEnglish luxury, - English fashions.11 

I t '  Tis the Loyali s t  influonce& Y7e1 11 
have a Republican Court. 

"&ye. 
jesty 's  army, another a rear admiral in  
His  Majesty's navy. t p  

One o f  my son's i s  in  His Ma- 
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If1  fear  I shall never get sp i r i t  t o  
p'ay a l l  the social debt,s I owe.11 

"But yesterday I Faid my devoirs t o  
the amiable consort o f  our bel.oved 
President, 11 

FIRST BELLE 
(her grammar not o f  the best) 

'pon &v s o u l ,  never did I seen aught l i k e  it. Yesterday's inaugural, 
I mean, - when they crowned General Washington. 

Oh, lud! Did you hear what I said? 
(She gives a gasp o f  giggly dismay) 

SECOND BELLE 
( with a bored supercili oiis manner) 

I Tis r,eally too deplorable that General Washington wasnt t crowned. 

FIRST BELLE 
Now ainl t it. I do so awfully adore kings, don! t you? 

SECOND BELLE 
Well, I was anticipating the establishnent o f  a Court. Not  exactly a 
Royal  Court perhaps, but some kind o f  a Court. 

FIR.ST BPiLE 
Lve, m y  kind would do, so i t  permitted us t o  mnke a show. 

FIRST B?AU 
Patience, dear ladies, - give us time. 

SECOilD BEAU 
Aye, youll l  have y o u r  court, - a Court t o  r i va l  St. James. 

FIRST BELLE 
( t o  SECOND BELLE) 

The man's but gulling us. 
( sighing) 

Ani me swooning t o  be a court favorite. 

FIRST BEAU 
Ah, mother Du Barry! 

FIRST BXLLX 
0, lud, sir! A in ' t  you the wicked one. An' me a decent married wife. 

Not that I ' d  mind. I mean - she was a duchess, - if there's t o  be 
Duchosses, I l n  certain sure I could duchess it better than some as 
ain ' t  got hal f  01 what I got. 

(She sighs) 

FIRST BEAU 
I fear, dear nad.am, t i t l e s  w i l l  be frowned upon in  our Republic. Only 
yesterday, before Mr. Washington arrived t o  take the oath, the Senate 
was i n  a fr ightful  quandary. Bow was the great man to be addressed? 
The Vice President, poor Mr. Adms, !+no was t o  @wet Mr.  Washington, 
was al l  aflutter. 
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SECOND BEAU 
( 1 aughing) 

I heard o f  it. Everything seems t o  have been suggested, - llMajestyll, 
I f  Sxc e 11 en cy " , 1' ~l e c t i ve E i ghn e s s I f  , - --- 

FIRST BEAU 
And the Senate f ina l ly  settled on - what do you tnink! On: %is Eighness 
the President o f  the United States and Protector n f  the Rights of the 
Same. 1' 

(€!e chuckles gleefully) 

FIRST BELLE 
There's enough 0 1  it in  truth. 

SECOND BILL3 
E o a  utterly windy! 

FIRST BEAU 
Mr. Adam was thoroughly disgusted. Wnat would tile 1Icozmon people of 
foreign countriesIt and Ifour soldiers and sailors11 say; t o  "George Wash- 
ington, President o f  the United States?" 
despise him t o  all eternity.'! 

Bonny John was certain lttheytd 

FIRST BELLE 
And so they might, 
soundin' words. 

The riffraff has got to be prostrated with high 

FIRST BWJ  
The Rouse would have none o f  it either. M r .  James Kadison pointed out 
that the Constitution had given the head o f  the nation a t i t l e  - 
!'President o f  the United States." And we must be contenk. 

SECOND BXLLE 
Tis diff icult .  

FIRST BELLE 
Aye, ' t i s  a cryint shame. If wetre not t o  be give t i t l e s ,  how are 
we t o  have a court? 

SECOND BELLE 
( determinedly) 

We1 11 have a Court, It 11 promise 
o u r  o m  t i t l es .  

you, - and wet 11 have t i t l e s  too, 

FIRST BELLE 
Lor1 bless me! American t i t l e s ?  

SECOND BELLE 
Aye, American. 

FIRST BELLE 
But t i t l e s  i s  born 01 blue blood, a n t  we Americas a in ' t  got but only 
red blood. 
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SECOND BELLE 
(haughtily) 

Speak f o r  yourself, madam. As for me--Well, blue blood flowed in  the 
veins o f  Mayflower pilgrims. It flows today in  the veins o f  Mayflower 
descendants. 

FIRST B U U  
( P r OUdlY 1 

And bluer blood in  the veins o f  we who claim as ancestor an original  
V i  rgi ni a settler. 

SECOND BEAU 
( s t i f f l y )  

A great grandson o f  the f i r s t  Naw York Dutch denies that any b l o o d  i s  
a s  blue as his  own - or hal f  as blue. 

(The hands of both men go to their sword 
h i l t s )  

FIRST BFAU 
' l i s  qiiickly proved, s i r ,  - such be your pleasure. 

( Eos t i l i t i e s  threaten momentarily) 

FIRST BELLE 
( d i  stract edly) 

God's mercy, sirs! Don1 t l e t ' s  have 110 b l o o d y  fracas. ?hat! s a shade 
0 1  blood 'twixt gentlemen? 

Would I could claim some indigo, - o r  even sapphire, - but if I prick 
my thumb with m y  needle, naught but red do I draw, though I come of 

(She sighs) 

good folk-- 
(hent edly) 

d m t d  good folk, I ' d  have you know. The OlMahoneys don! t &nit they 
a in ' t  the equal 0 1  ~ 1 y  unwashed Mayflowers, Dirty Virzinians and f i l thy  
New York Dutch. Ant m y  husb.mdts an O'Rourke, besides vinich h e ' s  the 
richest shipowner in  the States. 
you, - you blue-blooded trash1 

He could buy mf s e l l  the lot o f  

(She  sa i l s  majsstically o f f  R., her nose 
held high) 

SECOND BZLL3 
(with a lift o f  her eyebrows and a quivering 

s i gn) 
Arid th is  i s  America! 

FIRST BEAU 
Every day proves t o  me m o r e  and nore that this crude land wasnf t Aye. 

made for  me, It i s  not a theatre suited t o  o\y talents. 

SECOND BEAU 
Nor t o  mine. I m, by genius, an exotic. I was fashioned t o  flower 
i n  an atmosphere o f  genti l i ty.  Pet  here I mb 

(He nskes a resigned gesture) 

SECOXD BELLE 
Aye, here we are! 

(The throe sigh i n  unison) 
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(PHILLIP ScIiUYLER enters from R. He 
wears the dress o f  a f r o n t i e r s m ,  - 
a suit o f  skins and furs, with a bowie 
knife in  h is  belt) 

(SECOND BELLE gives a start o f  fr ight at 
sight of PHILLIP, - clutches am of 
FIRST B U U )  

SECOND B3LLE 
Heaven save us! I s it a bear? 

FIRST B U U  
Of the bear family, dear ltldy, and as uncouth, get an Arzlerican. 

SXCOND BEAU 
( nockingly) 

(tie addresses PRILLIP as  the l a t t e r  s tarts  
Aye, n brave frontiersman. 

across stage) 
I s  it not so, m y  f ine  fellow? 

PHILLIP 
(stopping - with a snile) 

You addressed ne, s i r ?  

SECOND B U U  
Avo, r.iy friends and I were adrniring your rainent. 

(He touches PEILLIP 'S  coat with a 
contemptuous finger) 

PhILLIP 
(with a good nztured laugh) 

Yel l ,  ' t i s  not o f  satin brocade, s i r ,  - but it serves. 

FIRST B U U  
( p o r  enp t o ri 1 y ) 

Wnere are you from? 

PHILLIP 
I ?  Why I ' m  from the Western Lnnds, sir. 

SXCOND BEAU 
( w i t n  a pointed glance at PEILLIP 'S  hair )  

Do you  lack barbers there? 

PHILLIP 
Barbers? 

SICOYD B U U  
( c nuckl i n g ) 

The savage knows naught o f  barbers. 

PHILLIP 
( s t i l l  smiling - innocently) 

Are you a b,arber, s i r ?  
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SECOND BEAU 

(angrily - while FIRST BEAU and SECOND B E U E  
laugh at h i s  discomfiture) 

(His hand drops to h i s  sword) 
Insolence! 

11 11 teach you manners. 

FIRST a u u  
( chuckling ) 

(The GAILY DREXSED PASSEEiS-BY stop and 
gather around to watch the fun, among 
them UPTON ,and CORNH,IA HAMMERSLEY, with 
ANNE, the three having entered a moment 
before from L.) 

Aye, c l i p  the rascal'  s hair. 

SECOND a u u  
I ' m  minded to. 

Beg my pardon, wretch, and quickly, or I'll-- 
(He starts  to draw h i s  sword) 

( to  PHILLIP) 

PHI LL I P 
(h i s  smile persi sting) 

You'd best not, sir.  
1 

Dogi 

SECOND amu 
(whipping out h i s  sword) 

(Ee lunges at PHILLIP, who, quickly, side- 
stepping the thrust, closes with SXCOND 
BEAU, wresting tine sword from h i m  and 
hurling SECOND BEAU back) 

PHILLIP 
'Tis  a sweet toy. 

(He strikes n fencing posture, which causes 
tne FIRST BEAU, whose hand has flown to h i s  
sword, to change h i s  mind) 

Yet Itwere best kept sheathed, s ir .  
(Ee smilingly offers sword back to SECOND 
BEAU) 

SXOITD BEAU 
(taking sword with ill grnce) 

Should we meet again, fellow, - you' l l  not f ind me so patient. 

PEI LLIP 
(h i s  eyes twinkling) 

I w i l l  remember, sir. 

SECOND B Q U  
( to  h i s  COMPANIONS) 

Shal l  we resume o u r  s t ro l l ?  
o f  town. 

The air i s  pleasanter'at the Other end 
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SECOND BEAU ( Contr d) 
(With what d igni ty  he can summon up, he 
s t r o l l s  off R. 134th SECOND BELLE rmd 
FIRST BUU. Tne other paople - the ON- 
LOOKTBS, disperse i n  various direct ions with 
Ad. Lib. laughter and chatter. 
LTTON, C0RNZLI.A and ANNE remain. PEILLIP 
stoops and picks up h i s  cap. 
he looks into  Anne's smiling eyes. He i s  
almost breathless with surprise) 

As he r i ses ,  

ANNE 
( s o f t l y )  

P h i l l i p !  

PBILLIP 
Anne! 

(He grasps her hands) 

AMfE 
I t  i s  you. I wasn't certa in at f i r s t .  

Mother, it1 s Ph i l l i p .  

Father, i t  1 s--- 

( t o  CORITXLIA) 

( t o  VPTON) 

UPTON 
( sourlg) 

I see i t  is. 

That a r e  you doing i n  ?Jew York? 
(He looks PEILLIP q and down disapprovingly) 

PEI LL IP  
Vnst all arc doing, sir. I came to  see Edr. Vashington take the oath. 
A lso  I carry a pe t i t i on  to  the Congress to--- 

AWE 
( qui CklY 1 

Perhaps Father cnn .be o f  serv ice ,  Ph i1 I . i ~ .  
you know. 

He1 s i n  the government, 

PHILLIP 
Indeed! Well, i n  that case, i f  Nr. Eammersley w i l l  be so kind as t o  
help me to---- 

UPTON 
( irr i  tnb ly )  

Help you to  what? Xverybodyls looking t o  be helped t o  something. 

FEILLIP 
Tnis i s  i n  behalf o f  m y  people, sir. 

UPTON 
Your people? 

# 

YE1 LLIP 
The Vestern Farmers I dwell amongst, - beypnd the mountains. 



UPTOM 
You Gestern Frzrmsrs art! not  unknown t o  the government. 
reports o f  you. 

We've had bad 
Refusing t o  pay your tax! 

PHILLIP 
There i s  mach t o  be said f o r  o u r  side, sir.  I should l i k e  to  present 
o u r  case, an' I perrlitted. Psrhaps you could zrrvige f o r  me to---- 

Up TON 
Prcsgnt y6ur case t o  Mr. Alaxcndcr E m i l t o n .  
a r e  i h  h is  charge. >ut I: vtrarn you, tdx evaders w i l l  get short shrift 
from ouP Secretary o f  the TPeasury. 

W e l l ,  I must hurry over t o  Feder'd. E a l l .  

Come, ny dear. 

The country's finances 

(fussily) 

( t o  CORNXLIA) 

CORNXGIA 
(offering PEILLIP her hand, which ne bows; over) 

' T i s  good t o  see you again, Phil l ip.  We shall Look f o r  you at dfnnef. 

PHILLIP 
( gratefully) 

Thank you, Mistress Eamersley. 

UPTON 
Come, Anne. 

(Ee  and COFSZLIA stnrt toward R.) 

ANNE 
I shall be dong  directly, Father, 

UP TON 
( stopping and turning) 

Eh? What's that? 

CORNELIA 
You ' l l  be l a t e  for your appointment with Edr. Ada'ls, dear. 

UPTON 
(protesting - as CORNZLIA urges h i m  R.) 

But, damne! 1'11 not  have my daughter neeting with that---- 

CORNELIA 
Please, Upton! We're i n  the public street. 

IJPTON 
I don't care! I----- 

( X i s  further protests f%de i n  tho distance 
as CORNELIA draws him o f f  R.11 

ANNE 
( l w w n g )  

Wnet m effect you have on Father, 

PHILLIP 
( grinning) 

' T i s  against h i s  nnkure t o  admit he l ikes  me. 
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PEILLIP (Cont' d) 
(30th laugh. 'io takes her hands again) 

'T is  wonderful to neet you l i k e  this,  Anne. I had no idea--- WhY 
didn' t you l e t  ne know you w r e  i n  New York? 
sooner. 

I night have 

- UTNE 
I wrote  you weeks ago, sir. 

(They d r i f t  towards steps R. and gradually 
seat themselves) 

PRILL IP 
hiails are  uncertain i n  the wilderness.. 
when I get back Lome. 

1'11 probably find 

seen you 

your note 

r n E  
You're going back, P h i l ?  

1 '  d hoped ---Vhy don1 t you, now that--that the government i s  being 
orgmized, - why don! t you remain here? 
YOU. 

(Ee nods) 

I l r a  sure there's a place fo r  
1'11 have father use h i s  influence and- 

?E1 LL I P 
( 1 aughi ng ) 

Thanks, Anne, but I ' v e  got a jo3, - a job  tnat suits me right down to 
the ground. 

mm 
You mean farming? 

PHILLIP 
Aye, 'T i s  a man'! s work. 

ANNE 
O h ,  Phil .  'JPhy youtre a gentleman and--- 

PHILLIP 
And th is  covernment i s  to be the Vule  of gentlemen". I know. A l l  
I ' v e  heard since I ' v e  bean hero i s  ta lk  o f  ffcourtslf, naristocracyn, 
h.xpper and lower classesll, 
new Constitution. 

I saw th is  coming when they gave US a 

AmE 
I s  that why you went west? 

PEILLIP 

(He gazes moodily at the gay PASS3RS-BY) 
Well, I ' v e  l i t t l e  patience with old world snobbery. 

I 

miE 
(her eyes twinkling) 

Don't you approve of our Vanity Fair on Val1 Street? 

PEILLIP 
No, nor o f  slavery on Vesey Street. 

And we had such an opportunity to  do away with inequality. 
( Ee  sighs) 
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AhrEE 
Can i t  be done away with, Ph i l l ip?  

PEiILLIP 
fle've done away with it - on the frontier. 

ArJ.E 
Not really. 

PHILLIP 
We have, Anne, 
mean, from just outside the suburbs o f  Philadelphia t o  the beds of 
the Ohio, no family has any more influence than the other. 
evenly distributed, giving us a true ,and r e d  equality. 

Why, wetve got neither Cabots nor van Renssdaers. I 

Property's 

AhSNE 
For how long, Ph i l l ip?  
thickly settled, won't it be l i k e  this? 

I n  a few years, when our country becomes more 

FEILLIP 
(stoutly) 

No. 

ANHE 
O f  course it w i l l .  Vhntl11 you do then - vihen your boasted oquality 
has di sappeared? 

PEILLIP 
Then If11 disappear - t o  the next frontier. 
plenty l e f t .  

(Re laughs) 
You see, Anne, I ' m  a plumb lazy man and--- 

Thank heaven, there's 
They stretch westward further than the imsgination. 

ANIJE 
Lazy! You? 

FEILLIP 
I mean lazy about accumulating things, you know - l i k e  a mansion t o 0  
big f o r  me, full o f  gimcracks I don't need. 
not t o  me - besides making a fellow feel he's m~vbe robbing somobody 
of h is  share. 
and no poorer either. 

There's no sense t o  i t  - 
So 1'11 l i v e  where I ' m  no richer t'han anybody else - 

ANNE 
(laughing merrily) 

The man says it as if he mennt it. 

PHILLIP 
Why, of cmrse I mean it. 
Americans mean it too. 

Why shouldn't I? A whole l o t  of other 
I ' v e  net thousands o f  tnem. 

ma 
Gracious goodness! Where? 

PHILLIP 
Oh, beyond the mountains. 
social, financial and Gad knows what. 
down barriers, levell ing the wilderness, draining swamps, redeeming 

Eere you're all busy erecting barriers, - 
OB& there wetre tearing 
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PHILLIP (Cont' d) 
the land f o r  cultivation. As t o  ancestors, well, we're o u r  o'~1'i 
ancestors. 

AITJTE 
You do make i t  sound thri l l ing.  

, PHILLIP 
(with ;2 grin) . 

We leave that part t o  the Indims. N o t  that we can't handle them too. 

ANNE 
(watching him from the corner o f  her eyes) 

But, Ph i l ,  don' t you - don' t y o u  find it rather lonely? 

PEI  LL I P 
Aye, darn1 d lonely. That1 s why--- 

( earn e s t 1 y ) 
Anne, i t ' s  no lady's lnnd - the Vest. 

( E i s  gesture takes in  the street) 
No pkaying at l i f e ,  but l iv ing life, finding it r a w  2nd b i t ter  - and 
sweet, - sweeter th,m these mnniiequins will ever find it. A man nnd 
n woman could build n great happiness together out there. 

(Ee  pauses - then hesitatingly) 
;Nil1 you think it over? 

(ANNE starts as if t o  speak) 
No, don't nnswer me now. S-penk with y o u r  mother f i rst .  

There's none o f  tkis. 

ANNE 
(getting t o  her feet)  

You - youf l l  dine with us th is  evening? 

FEILLIP 
Aye,  1111 be on hand. 

(ANNE hesitates a moment as if to say 
something nore, then, without speaking, 
turns and moves towards R. FEiILLIP 
stands looking after  her) 

LIGEITS DIM CTPT 

. 



(by auditorium Loudspeaker between Scones 
13 and 14 o f  Act  I) 

SPwm 
The Vestern farmers had defied the iiebrr Central Govurnnent' Tine 
challenge was accepted. 

, .* 
., 
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ACT I - SCZJTX .- 14 

NXV? YORK CITY, JUNE, 1794 

SCENE: As l ights  come up AL3XANDER EAMILTOl? 
and G E N E U L  walk up steps at bpck cuzd 
take Ce 

HAMILTON 
(speaking as he appenrs) 

M y  dear General, Ita rspublicm government does not admit o f  a vigorous 
execution. It i s  therefore 5nd. I f  

GENERAL 
kve, sir. But vigorous exccution i s  inperntive. Tnose Western farmers, 
- these fvniskey 30gS, - they're flouting the nutkority o f  tho government, 
disorder i s  growing daily, 
situation in  Pennsylvania will develop into mother Shcyt s Rebellion. 

If strong measures itrent t t,aken at once, the 

(PHILLIP has walked into the scene) 

PRILL I P 
Nay, General, an' y ~ u  pwmit no. Ve V!estern fnners  are simply pro- 
testing against a tax which seems t o  us unjust. 

Mr. Eamilton, nay I present o w  case? 
without result, so I $3 t,zking the l iber ty  of addressing myself to you. 
I ' m  certain if you were acqminted. with the circumstances---- 

(to FAULTON) 
We've petitioned the Congress 

BJN I LTON 
(coldly) 

I have my agents' reports. 
saulted o w  tax collectors, you've held public gatherings, you've---- 

You farmers are delinquent, - you've as- 

PHI UIP  
The right o f  assenblg i s  a Constitutional r ight,  sir. 
disorders, I ai here to express the regret o f  those I represent, and 
the nope that such w i l l  not occur again, 

But, s i r ,  a n t  I allowed t o  explain, we farners nave an honest 
grievance. We have no road throvgh the mountains to the East, - 
naught but a. trail only .a packhorse can travel; in  consequence wet r e  
compelled to reduce the bulk of our grain, turn it into what we can 
load on packhorses. Yell ,  such happens t o  be whiskey. 

As for the 

(Ee takes n step towards HAMILTON) 

EAMI LTON 
( sternly) 

Whiskey nust p:ry an excise tax. 

PHILLIP 
Why, sir? Why riiiskey m d  not other things? 
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GEJEIWL 
(wrathful ly )  

Because whiskey i s  full o f  dev i l s ,  dame! - that's wkv. 

PHILLIP 
( smiling) 

And dev i l s  nust pny a head tax. Oh. I s  that i t?  

G3NERAL 
'Vhy should dev i l s  be exempted? 

PRILLIP 
' T i s  a heavy burden for us, Ivho rnust pay f o r  the devils. 

ESAU LTON 
Such i s  the law, fe l low.  
i t  - nnd without delay. 

You 'Nestern farmers w i l l  do wel l  to  obey 

FETILLIP 
But, Mr. Rmi l t on ,  nnny o f  us lack funds. 
time, - if---- If we could be given nore 

HAKILTON 
( cur t l y )  

Enough! 
the point o f  the bayonet. 

If the tax  is no t  paid imnedintely, i t  w i l l  be co l lec ted a t  
Thnt i s  ny l a s t  word. 

(PHILLIP looks at  KAMILTON, hesitates a 
nonant, then turns m d  star ts  to walk 
aww) 

LIGHTS DIM OUT 



(by Auditorium Loudspeaker between Scenes 
14 and 15 o f  Act I) 

SPEAKER 
The night o f  November 13th, 1794 was a night o f  terror in  idingo Creek 
Settlenent , Pennsylvania. 

t 
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ACT I - SCENE 15 

FIINGO CRZEK SITTLXMENT, PENNSYLVANIA, NOViNBER 13, 1'794 

SCENE: As l ights  dim up ANNE ,and PEILLIF are 
discovered, seated on steps R. 
PHILLIP i s  in  h is  frontier  costume ,and 
ANNE wears a coarse dress o f  homespun. 
She is sowing. 

ANNE 
( earnestly ) 

Am I mnking: you a proper wife, dearest? 
all so new, so different, that I ---- 

I do so wish to - only "c is  

PHI LE IP 
(putting <an arm about her shoulders; tenderly) 

You're the properest inrife a, rn'm could hope for. 
f ee l  downcast about. 
born t o  th is  rough l i fe .  

And you've naught t o  
Vhy you've taken hold out here as if you'd been 

ANNE 
(with a sigh :and an involuntary glance 
at her hands) 

Aye, rough indeed. 

PHILLIP 
( qui ckly 1 

You don' t regret it, Anne? You' r e  not  wishing you hadnf t come with ne? 

ANTE 
Si l ly !  Yet 1 t i s  not unwom:mly t o  sigh 01 er toil-scarred fingers. 

(FEILLIP bends <and impulsively raises her 
hands t o  h is  l ips,  kissing each in  turn. 
She smiles at him fondly) 

Vhen next you go t o  town, s i r ,  ant you remember, - you might fetch 
back a lotion. 

PBILLIP 
A whole shop o f  lotions. 

UTNE 
Oh, and dearest, should you chance across sqme goods for  a new gown --- 

Pl31 LL I P 
1'11 buy you goods f o r  'half a dozen gowns. 

ANNE 
(laughing happily) 

gear the m a n 4  He'd have me a bel le  again. 

PHILLIP 
Nay, I ' d  have you as you are - a helpful comrqde such as  a mants mate 
was meant to  be. 
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AKNE 
You'l l  turn my head with pride, sir. 

An' I am of help to you, dearest, I ask no more. 
way of  l i f e ,  so f u l l  of  stupid pretense --- 

(She puts a hmd on h i s  arm) 
As for that other 

PHILLIP 
(chanting snilingly) 

"Wnen Adan delved and Eve span, --'I 

ANNE 
(chiming in) 

(They both laugh merrily) 
W h o  was then the gentleman?Il 

PHILLIP 
They're rea l ly  to be p i t i ed  - those r ich  c i t y  folk. 

ANNE 

(She i s  struck with a sudden thought; 
Aye, the poor things. I ' d  l i k e  to --- 

bursts into ;I laugh) 
Dearest, I ' v e  got the solution o f  the wnole problem. 

PHILLIP 
What pr ob1 em? 

ANNE 
Why, about how to make everybody equal., 
came out here ,and learned what we've learned, they wouldn't w a n t  to be 
rich, would they? 

Listen! If the r ich people 

PEI LL IP 
(giving her a hug) 

Not much they wouldn' t. 

ANNE 
Then a11 the President has to do i s  to order them a l l  out here, 

PHILLIP 
( wryly) 

Well, that 's  what he's done - f ifteen thousand of them anyhow, 

ANNE 
Oh, you mean the troops? 

pHI LIJIP 
Aye,.Mr. Hanilton's blue blood militia. 
converted to o u r  viewpoint, they're here to convert us to theirs - with 
bayonets. 

Only, instead of coming to be 

ANNE 
Now, dearest, I ' m  certain ' t i s  only a wnrning gesture. 
would never allow ---- The President 

PIS1 UIP  
Unfortunately the President i s  no nore with the troops, and Mr. Hamilton 
i SI 
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E mu3 
But he's such a charming man. There's naught to fear from Mr. Emilton.  

PEILLIP 
Mr. Hamilton's creed, my dear, i s  force. If it i s n ' t ,  why has he led 
an army against us? 

ANNE 
( indignantly) 

Fifteen thousand troops to col lect  a tax! 
just tax. 

Why, that proves it an un- 

PHILLIP 
Unfortunately 1 t i s  constitutional, I fear  we're in  fo r  trouble, 

ANNE 
( anxiously) 

N o t  you, Ph i l l ip?  
bances, have you, dearest? 

You haven't got yourself involved i n  these distur- 

PHILLIP 
No, no, 
to the tax. 'T is  a l l  we can do. 

But maybe matters aren't as bad as they appear to be. 
Hamilton w i l l  decide to use reason instead of  bayonets. 

A l l  I ' v e  done i s  t o  advise these loca l  hotheads to submit 

(hopefully) 
Perhaps Mr. 

ANNE 
Oh, I do pray SO. 

PHILLIP 
(with a yawn) 

Well, I ' v e  had EL heavy day. So have you, darling. Shall  we to bed? 

ANXE 
Aye 

Tomorrow' s churning day. 
(She rises) 

(They 'start up steps R. A SERGEANT of 
Militia aid THEE of h i s  MEN appear at 
head o f  steps R) 

SERGEANT 

Hold on there! Are youPh i l l ip  SchuyJer? 
( t o  PEILLIP) 

(He glances at a l i s t  i n  h i s  hand) 

PHI LL IP 
Aye, that' s my name. What do you w a q t  of  me? 

S E R G M T  
You' re under arrest, 

(Se nods to SOLDIERS, two of whom follow 
PEILLIP as he backs down steps) 
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PHILLIP 
Under arrest1 

I 

You' d best come 

I ' m  damn'd if I 

(ABNE gives a terr i f ied gasp as  SCLDIERS 
seize PEILLIP) 

SERGEANT 
qui et ly. 

PHILLIP 
(angrily) 
will. This i s  an outrage. If y o u  think ---- 
(As he struggles with two soldiers, TEIRD 
SOLDIER strikes him on head from behind 
with the butt o f  h i s  musket. ANNE gives 
a piercing screaq as PRILLIP crumples t o  
the f l o o r )  

AhTNE 

You've k i l l ed  him1 
( frantically)  

(She drops t o  her knees beside PHILLIP) 
You've k i l l ed  him1 

S B G W T  
(kicking at PEIILLIP) 

Get up! Get up1 

ANNE 
You brut e! 

If you touch him again 1111 --- 
(She jumps t o  her feet)  

(She throws herself a t  SERGEANT, but i s  
seized by SOLDIE€? NO. 2) 

SEFtGUNT 
Hold her. 

( Ee  aims another kick a t  the prostrate 
PE I LLIP ) 

Come on! Come on! 
(PHILLIP s t i rs ;  s t rup les  t o  h is  elbow) 

ANNE 
Phi l l ip ! ,  Phi l l ip !  

(she struggles t o  free herself) 

SECOND SOLD1 ZE? 
(holding AIQJE fast)  

Be s t i l l ,  you! 

SXElGU$JT 
( t o  FIRST md TEIRD SOLDIXRS) 

P u l l  him up; get h i m  on h is  feet. Yelve got to be going. 
(The SOLDIERS ra ise  PHILLIP and hold him 
between them) 
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P 

MTE 
Oh, dearest, the;Jfvo hurt you, they've hurt you. 

Le t  me go! 
(Shz strugcles w i t h  SOLDIm) 

Let  me go! 

PEILLIP 
( shakily) 

I - I ' m  all right,  darling. 

SZRGEANT 
You dmn'd insurgent, what do you mean by resisting a government officer 
i n  the discharge o f  h i s  duty? 

PEILLIP 
I - I didn't resist. 
at such m hour. And I s t i l l  protest. 

Good God, man! You can' t do this. 

I protested a t  - at being dragged out o f  my home 

(passionately) 

SERGEAET 
Oh, canlt I? 

PEILLIP 
No. 
prisoner. 

You can't forcibly enter my house, seize my person, make me a 

SERGWTT 
( jeeringly) 

What rtre we doin!? 

a 
PRILLIP 

But you haven't any right t o  do it. I ' v e  comiitted no crime. 

, SERGEANT 
All I know i s  - you're on ny l i s t .  

If you w a n t  t o  save yourself another crack on the skull, you better 
cone peaceably. ' 

Take him out1 

(He tz.ps h is  paper) 

( t o  SOLDIERS) 

ANNE 
(breaking from SOLDIXR; running t o  her EUSBAND) 

( S Z R G U V T  shoves ANNE, who continues t o  cry 
Phi l l ip !  Phil l ip1 

out frantically,  down on t o  steps R. 
SOLDIERS t,&e PEILLIP o f f  R.1) 

LIGHTS DIM OUT 



a 

(by Auditorium Loudspeaker between Scenes 
15 and 16 o f  Act I) 

SUER 
Alexander Hamilton crushed the Western Insurrection, and i n  Pbilsdelphia, 
then the nation's capitol, there was great rejoicing and a spectacle the 
l i k e  o f  which had never before been seen i n  America. 
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ACT X - SCENE 16 

PEIZADWHIA, A MONTH LATER 

a 

SCME: On platform L. i s  a la rge  gathering o f  
the BXLLES and BMJX ,md SiTBST,WIAL 
CITIZENS. They care i n  a holiday mood 
and are chatting m d  laughing gaily, 
showing excitement a s  the music of  :an 
off-stage (L) brass band grows nearer. 

The SECOND BEAU <and SECOND BELLE of  
Scene 13 stand together, 
VILLAGERS are on steps of platform (R) 

A group of 

SECOND BEAU 
( t o  SECOND BELLE) 

They are being fetched to Philadelphia for trial - these ?Eniskey Boys. 

SECOND BELLE 
Bill they be hanged? 

SECOND 3TAU 
1 Twould serve 1 em right a n 1  they were hanged. DmnI d peasants1 Mr. 
E m i l t o n  w i l l  five them a taste of government. 

(There is a loud burst o f  jeers -md 
catcnlls from off  stage L) 

SECOND BILL3 
Oh,  here they come! 

( A  brass b,wd enters from L.1, followed by 
a squad of MILITIAMEN with bavonetted mus- 
kets. A l l  are smartly uniformed and march 
with a decided swagger. 
Then comes a. ragged group of WVESTERN FARXmS, 
weary ,and dejected looking, bearing i n  their  
hats a placard with the legend: frInsurgent1I 
More smartly dressed MILITIAMEN bring up the 
rear of the procession. 
The BEAUX 'and BELLES proceed to mock ?ad 
jeer  the prisoners, cal l ing out such elegant 
phrases as Ifvile wretches1 11 Wilthy swine1 It 
ItDemocratic rabble. 11 flDirty dogs! 11 I'Villainsf It 

~~Insixrgents~~,  pointing the i r  fingers arid hoot- 
ing with laughter. PHILLIP SCHTJYL3R, i n  the 
vanguard o f  the captives, glances up defiantly. 
The SECOND BELLE clutches her corrrpmionls a r m )  

Look! See that man! I s n ' t  he the fellow who trgated you so rudely? 

SECOND BEAU 
(breaking into a jeering laugh) 

Aye1 



SECOND B U U  (Cont'd) 
(He i s  convulsed with glee. PHILLIP comes 
abreast o f  SECOND BEAU; meets his glance 
steadily) 

What ho, my f ine  insurgent1 
soon dangle from a tree, you and all democratic rebels. 

across face with it. 
VILLAGERS to attack SZCOND BUU. Some 
SOLDIXRS come t o  h is  rescue. 
VILUGXR struggles with a SOLDIXR, seizes 
hold of h is  musket - h e  shoves her away. 
She is hurled down steps C. 
There i s  a sharp command from an OFBICXR. 
The music strikes up. 
again gets under way. 
and hooted at by the BELLES and BEAUX) 

Doff y o u r  hat t o  your  betters. M a y  you 

(He tears o f f  Ph i l l ip ' s  hat, strikes PEILLIP 
This causes the 

A W O V !  

The procession 
The PRISONERS jeered 

p 

C U X T A I N  

S 
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ACT I1 - SCXNE 1 

SCENE: 
L 

Curtain goes UT) on a dark stage. From 
o f f  R., as if  i n  the distance, i s  heard 
the uproar o f  a po l i t i ca l  ral ly,  the 
music o f  a brass band, cheers, cr ies  of :  
IIJefferson! Jefferson! If "We want 
Jefferson! II  

"Jefferson! 1 1  V o m  Jefferson! Wno i s  
a m a n  o f  the people?" ItTom Jefferson! 
etc. 

"Who wrote o u r  Declaration?li 

Lights come up on d.immer, revealing TWO 
SIJlVATORS and ON3 CONGRESSMAN in  a group 
on platform R. 

FIHST SERATOR 
( fumingly - as there i s  a lull i n  the 
off-stage cheering) 

A menace! 
veloped i n t o  a force t o  be reckoned with at the polls, 

They've become a menace. These Democratic societies have de- 

SECOND SENATOR 
Yes. Jefferson has welded them together. They've achieved po l i t i ca l  
orgmi  zation. 

FIRST SXNATOR 
( a s  anoth&r choer is heard o f f  
hhqvbe if wc gave them a taste Damnld beggars! 

Whi skey Boys---- 

CON GRE S SPdpN 
(hastily)  

No, no, senator! The Whiskey 3oysaffair was n 

stage R) 
o f  w h a t  we gave the 

grave 
(His tone i s  resounding and pompous) 

SECOND SSNATOR 
( s t i f f l y )  

A mistcake, s i r ?  

CONGRES SM-U 
(with an apologetic cough) 

!'!ell - er - l e t  us sa;u' - an error o f  judgement. The 

m i  s tnke. 

high-handed tact ics  
adopted by the FederaJ. Government i n  the Western insurrection were--- 

FIRST SmATOR 
D m e ,  sir! Are you accusing 11s o f  high-hCmdedness? 

* 

CONGRESSMAN 
Never, Senator, never! l d i l i  tary coercion was necessary t o  vindicate 
the Feder'd Authority. 
because these democratic societies were born o f  the 'Nniskey Boys business. 

I ' m  merely remarking that it WW unfortunate, 

(His tone becomes rotund) 
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CONGRXSSPIIAN ( Contf d) 
The great American people refuse t o  be ruled by bqvoneta. 

FIRST SmTATOR 
(dryly) 

The great Americon people w i l l  b e  ruled as we choose t o  rule them. 

SECOND SENATOR 
( wryly 1 

Provided they're not  allowed t o  rule US. 

FIRST SENA?Y)R 
That we w i l l  never a l l o w !  
mitted t o  elect tnis renegade, th is  traitor t o  h is  class, this French 
Jacobin, th is  mad theorist and experimental philosopher, Thomas Jef- 
f o r  son! 

These men o f  no importance can't be per- 

CONGRXSSMAN 
They've got the votes to  elect him. 

(another cheer and more cr ies  from off 
stage R) 

FIRST SENATOR 
(shaking h i s  f i s t  i n  the direction o f  the 
noise) 

F i l thy  rabble! 

Sefore 1'11 submit t o  a mobocracy, before If11 bow t o  the riffraff, 
I ' 11--- 

Calm yourself, my dear senator.. Tnile there i s  scarcely a doubt they 
w i l l  elect their M r .  Jefferson, yet he might be prevented from serving 
as President, i f  we are so nindod. 

( t o  others) 

SECOND SENATOR 

FIRST SENATOR 
Prevented from serving? 

CONGRES SUN 
Eow do you mean? 

SECOND STNATOR 
I t r s  very sinple. 

I have here the draf t  o f  a maas-ne which has the approval of o m  
Federalist leaders, st measure I will introduce at the 'fitting moment. 

(Re takes a paper from his pocket) 

FIRST SENATOR 
What i s  the measure? 

6ECOND S3NATOR 
(glancing at paper) 

Br ief ly ,  it provides f o r  the nppqintment o f  ;I, grand committee of s i x  
Iilembers o f  each branch o f  Congress, with the Chief Justice as pre- 
siding officer, 
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CONGRESSMAN 
A packed committee, I assume. 

SECOND SmATOR 
Naturally, my dear Mr. Congressman. 

FIRST SBJATOR 
O u r  majority in  both houses w i l l  assure that. 

SECOND SENATOR 
(referring again t o  h i s  paper) 

This committee w i l l  have power t o  pass on the qualifications of all 
electors who cast the electoral vote. Do you fo l low  me? 

FIRST SEXATOR 
I ' m  beginning to. 

(Ee smiles) 
The committee w i l l  challenge the electors. I s  that the idea? 

SECOND SmATOR 
Precisely. The Committee w i l l  determine if bribery, intimidation, 
persuasion or  force has been employe6 to  influence the casting o f  the 
elector' s vote. 

FIRST SENATOR 
( chuckling) 

Clever. Very clever1 

SECOND SDATOR 
It w i l l  decide which votes should be counted ,and which thrown out. 

FIRST SEJATOR 
(rubbing his  hands together, gleefully) 

Wonderful ! 

SECOND SEHATOR 
( c onc ludi ng ) 

And the Committee' s decision shall be f ina l .  

A per'fect scheme! It doesn' 

It'll do the t r i ck  - yes - 
but Jefferson i s  the people' 

( dubiously) 

And herofore not OUT choice. 

FIRST SENATOR 
t give Jefforson a chance. 

CONGRESSMAH 

s choice and--- 

SECOND SEXATOR 

COXGRESSMAN 
Obviously, senator, obviously. 

RIM! H ' m l  
(Ee clears h is  throat thoughtfully) 
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FIRST SENATOR 
Are you hesitating, Eir. Congressman? 

CON GRl2 S S I d N  
Dear me, no, senator. I was merely weighing the - the--- Well, i t ' s  
my habit to  consider both sides o f  everything - nnd anything. 
an election is---- 

To steal  

FIRST SENATOR 
( haughtily) 

Steal,  sir1 

CON GRE S SMAN 
I beg your pardon, senator, 
may---- 

To cheat the people o f  their  candidate 

SECOND SENATOR 
Cheat! An audacious mmoeuvre is just i f iable  po l i t i ca l  strategy. 

CONGRESSMAN 
Always, senator, always. 
er  - What then, may I ask? 

Sut when the people wake up t o  the strategy - 

FIRST SmATOR 
The people w i l l  wnke up too late. 

SECOND SENATOR 
Such i s  the people! s custom. 

CONGRES S W  
Quite so, senator, quite so. Yet---- 

FIRST SDJATOR 
Well, are you with us? 

CONGRESSMAN 
(hesi t o  tingly) 

(a loud cheer  f rom off  stage R) 

(hastily, as both Senators make as if 

Er-yes, gentlemen, I m---- 

m d  then again - I am not. 

t o  speak) 
I mean I ' m  with everybody and against nobody. fiat i s ,  I ' m  a Congress- 
man, I'm sure you understand, gentlemen. 

(another cheer from of f  stage R) 

TIiE LIGXTS DIM OUy 



(by Auditorium Loudspeaker between Scenes 
1 and 2 o f  Act 11) 

SPEAKm 
Tho bloodless revolution o f  1800 overthrew the Federalist Party and 
swept Thomas Jefferson into the presidency, But the Constitutional 
method o f  electing a President had been found wanting. 
necessary to add another amendment - the twelfth. 

It was deemed 



ACT I1  - SCENE 2 

BOSTON, 1803 

SCENE: As l ights  come up UPTON E N m S L E Y ,  
ANNE SCXUYLER and her young son, 
PHILLIP, are discovered L. 
ANNE i s  seated on steps, occupied with 
an embroidery fraae. 
UPTON, very aged since h i s  l a s t  ap- 
pearance, i s  likewise seated on steps, 
a newspaper i n  h is  hand. 
The boy, PHILLIP stands beside UPTON. 

PHILLIP 
Napoleon? Oh, he 's  the French emperor, i sn ' t  he? 

r n E  
&e, darling. 

UPTON 
( tes t i ly )  

Emperor! 
That's w h a t  democracy's done for France. 
these United States. 

(He chokes with wrath) 
Why, damme! 

(E c strikes h i  s newspaper) 
yet this newspaper s a p  he' s proceeding 7 v i  th h is  negotiations. 
million do l la rs  f o r  the Louisiana territory1 

A wretched Corsican adventurer who ca l l s  himself Eanperor. 
Arid i t ' l l  do the same for 

This man Jefferson- 

The f ellowl s been warned it1 s unconstitutional, 

Fifteen 
He ' l l  bankrupt US. 

PEILLIP 
Granddad, where' s the Louisiana ter r i  tory? 

(Re seats himself o n  Upton's knee) 

UPTON 
E%? Where? !h'hati s it to  you? Fifteen millions& 

ANNE 
I t ' s  t o  tho west, darling, a vast stretch o f  country between the 
Mississippi River and the Rocky mountains, 

PEILLIP 
( eagerly) 

I s  it ful l  o f  Indians? 

UP TON 
( sourly) 

Aye, 1 t i s  full o f  trouble o f  all kinds. 
Jefferson has i n  mind, new states that'11 wrest control  of government 
from the enstern states. 

By heaven! 

New states, that's what 

( emphatically) 
We'l l  not a l low  it. New mgland w i l l  secede first, 
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ANNE 
( chi dingly) 

Oh, father. 

UPTOM 
We'll separate from this damnld Union: return t o  Br i t i sh  rule. 

ANNE 
( shaking her head smilingly) 

Once a Tory, always a Tory. 

UPTON 
Would you have us submit to  the government of slave states? Ha! 

rNetll impeach th is  Jefferson; remove h i m  from office, the tyrantt 
(His wrath almost chokes him) 

(Ee  works himself into such a passion that 
in  getting t o  h is  feet  he almost precipitates 
PHILLIP from h is  knee t o  the floor. The 
BOY crosses to h is  MOTIiZER, seats himself 
be si de her) 

ANNE 
Careful, father. Your heart's none too strong. 

UPTON 
D m  my heart! 

I should have l e f t  th is  wretched country. I would have but for your 
mother, God rest  her soul1 

(Ee  takes an angry turn) 

(Re shakes his head dismally) 

PBILLIP 
( t o  ANNE) 

Mothor. 

r n E  
What i s  it, darling? 

PI-? I LL I P 
Are there schools in  the Louisiana terr itory? 

AXITE 
Schools? ~~, 1 scarcely think so, not as yet. 

PEILLIP 
Then l e t t s  go there, Shall we, Mother? 

ANNE 
And leave grandfather all done? 

PEILLIP 
Oh, he can come with us. C a n '  t pou, granddad? 

WTON 
(brought back froq a reverie) 

Eh? Wnnt? 
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. 

&WE 
( smiling) 

P h i l l i p  wants you t o  go pioneering with him. 

PHILLIP 
Aye, granddad. 
and father l ived in. 

1'11 shoot Indians and granddad111 scalp 'em. 

We ' l l  build us a cabin, a l o g  cabin like the one you 

(He looks up nt ANNE) 

ANNE 
( to UPTON, wickedly) 

You can pretend they're Democrats. 

UPTON 
(giving an angry snort) 

H-rmphl 

PHILLIP 
Row soon111 we start ,  mother? 

ANNE 
Just as soon as my l i t t l e  boy i s  a great big man. 

PHILLIP 
Aw, shucksl The Indians ' l l  all be killed. 

ANNE 
Poor Indimst 

After all, it i s  their  land and--- 
(She sighs) 

FEILLIP 
The schoolmaster says i t t s  o u r  land, because we white men are stronger 
then red men. We've got muskets and they haven't. 

UPTON 
Aye, lad, the world belongs to the strong. 

&WE 
It w i l l  belong to all - Widor Democracy. 

UPTON 
( impsti ently) 

Bah! Democracy i s  CUI abstraction. I t  can never be realized, 

AlWE 
Bvhy not? 

UPTON 
(heatedly) 

Because i t ' s  got too much opposed to it - massy4 culture - a l l  the 
material forces o f  civilization. 
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ANNE 
'Twould not be tne f i r s t  abstraction t o  conquer materialism. 
inspired our Revolution, didnt t it? 
i n  the Presidency i n  spite o f  Federalist opposition? 

It 
And hasn't i t  placed Mr. Jefferson 

UPTON 
IJlr. Jefferson and h is  party shall not remain long in  power. 
r a l i s t s  will soon regain the upper hand. 

We Fede- 

ANNE 
(fervently) 

God forbid! l e lve  had 0 1  ermuch o f  Yederal arrogance. 

PI3 ILL IP 
What! s arrogance, nother? 

ANNE 
What k i l l ed  your father, darling. 

t 

AL\rnE 
(passionately) 

What else tore him from my m a s ,  dragged him t o  Philadelphia, drove 
him l i k e  a conquered captive through the streets to make a Roman - 
holiday f o r  jeering beaux and bel les,  l e f t  him t o  l i e  in  prison with- 
out trial for s i x  long months, then pernitted him t o  wander back to 
me - to  die? 

(xer voice breaks) 

PHILLIP 
(clinging t o  ANNE'S hand frigntened) 

Mother! 

UPTON 
(gruffly) 

There, there, 'my dear, 1 t i s  past, done with. Try to--- 

ANNE 
1 Tis not done with, nor w i l l  it be 1 til our country i s  delivered from 
th is  nobil i ty o f  money-changers. 

UPTON 
( sighing) 

Aye,  in  America gold has taken the place o f  birth. 

ANNE 
A vicious system. 
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UPTON 

And stupid, seeing no further than i t s  own nose, forgetting that 
the r ich of today m a y  be the poor o f  tomorrow. 

( nodding) 

ANNE 
P h i l l i p  used to say that a father who subscribed to such a system was 
the enemy of h i s  own offspring, since the beggary he had fashioned 
w o u l d  sooner o r  l a t e r  overtake h i s  descendants. 

PEILLIP 
Mother, vi11 I ever b e  a beggar? 

ANNE 
Please, darling, don't! 

(She strains the BOY to her) 

UPTON 
( grimly 1 

We'l l  all be beggars soon. Fifteen millions! 

LIGHTS i l IM  OUT 



(by Auditorium Loudspeaker between Scenes 
2 and 3 of Act 11) 

SPELAICER 
By 1820 t h e  dark thread woven into the American tapestry was 
beginning to dominate the whole design. 

f 

. 
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ACT I1 - SCmE 3 

W E  SOUTEi, 1820 

SCENE: As the l i gh ts  d i m  up, FIVE STATESMEN 
are revealed, seated o n  L. sido o f  C. 
section of  steps, facing a SPEAKER who 
i s  seated on steps across from tnem, 
R. C. The STATESMEN are arguing 
heatedly among themselves, speaking 
such phrases as: "A solution has' got 
to be arrived at!' !'The time has come 
for a settlementlf "It can be evaded 
no longer'! "Delay i s  not the answerit, 
etc. 

From backstage i s  heard muted fiddling. 

FIRST STATESMAN 
( r i s ing  to h i s  feet when l i gh ts  are well up) 

Why is this  pestiferous slave question constantly thrust upon us to 
the interruption of most  inportant business? 

(from L. 2-- 
TWO NPGRO YOUl'ES, sawing madly at violins, 
caper into view. 
Senind thorn, i n  single f i l e ,  chained to 
one mother b;r ,mkle irons, half a dozen 
NZGRO M3X shuffle along. They in turn 
are followed by a straggling group of 
NEGRXSSZS. All are ragged and bare- 
footed. 
TWO TEITE ME%, drivers, herd the coffle, 
thick whips i n  their  hands) 

FIRST D R I m  
( a s  the group reaches C., cracking h i s  
whip) 

Sing, you dogs, sing! 

Show folks ~ o u ' r e  happy, damn you! 

Sing, you cattle, sing' 

(Re cracks h i s  whip again) 

(anotner crack of  h i s  whip) 

(The chained I'hEN nnd WOkfEN behind them 
break into a negro chant, hauntingly 
plaintive i n  spite o f  i t s  quick rwthn. 
The TWO YOUTIiS increase the i r  capering 
and frenziea fiddling. 
One o f  the slave rncn does not join i n  the 
chorus. DRIVXR knocks him down with butt 
of whip. TWO OTH3R ShAVES help the FALL73 
MAN to h i s  feet,  snarling the l ines o f  the 
song at tne driver. The coff le  crosses 
towards R, 2 on platform. Exits) 
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FIRST STATESMAN 
( r i s i n g  and cnntinilfng h i s  interrupted 

Here i t  i s ,  th is  black problem, forever  o n  the table,  
couch, - everywhere! 

speech) 
on the nuptial 

SSCOND STATESMAN 
( r i s ing )  

L e t  us s e t t l e  t h i s  matter - now and forever. 

THIRD STBTiZSMm 
(r is ing :  vehemently) 

Slavery has g o t  t o  be abolished! 

FOURTH STATESMAN 
(juiipint" UP) 

Bever! This ta lk o f  abol i t ion must cease. !!Abolition and the Union 
cannot co-exi s t ! 11 

FIFTH STATESMAN 
( r is ing :  heatedly) 

"This i s  a pro-slavery government. 
heart - the Constitution." 

Slavery i s  stamped upon i t s  

E'OURTE STPATEShW 
llSut f o r  the Constitution the r ight  to  property i n  slaves could not 
have extended beyond the State which possessed them." 

FIRST STATEShIAN 
The r ight  to  property i n  slaves is m immoral right. 
shal l  cease1 

It must and 

(This causes a v io lcnt  row between the 
FIRST T E D  STATZSQDT nnd the other TWO. 
Cries o f  "The South w i l l  secede." "The 
Union shall be preserved! If  are exchanged. 
Ifhen i t  appears as if the argument w i l l  
result  i n  blows, the SPEAK3R r ises:  l i f t s  
h i s  hand f o r  si lence)  

smm 
( conc i l ia t ing ly )  

Gentlemen! 
promi sed. 

This question can never be sett led. I t ' s  got to  be corn- 

FIFTH STAT3SIIIAN 
Yes. The Constitution was a comnromise. I t ' s  f o r  us to save i t  
with mother conpromi se. 

(Be raaches down and produces a st ick 
with n placard beaping the legend: 

M I  SSObiI COb.fPRO161 SE OF 1820 
36' 30' 

(Bo continues h i s  sseech) 
!Jfe'll draw an im,zginary l i n e  t h r o w  the new Louisiana t e r r i t o r y  a t  
thirty-s ix  degrees and th i r t y  minutqs o f  latitude. 
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FIFTE STATTSW ( Cont d) 
(He sets h i s  stick in  n support on f loor so 
that it stands upright i n  an east west di- 
r ection) 

I n  a l l  states south o f  this  l i n e  - slavery i s  optional. 
north of  it r slavery i s  prohibited. 

I n  all states 

(There i s  a general shout o f  agreement 
from the others and cries of: 
1' Good1 11 ItThatlll do i t l  11 IIAgreedl 
VI1 t l  9 a bargain! ' 1 )  

LIGETS DIM OUT 

(On platform the slave cof f le  again appears. 
It crosses from R. 2. to L. 2. Exits. 
Lights dim up on the STATESMEN and SPEAKER 
o f  previous scene. 
All are again i n  heated argument, using the 
sane l ines  spoken at beginning o f  Scene 4, 
while from the background comes the NEGRO 

. fiddling as before, lowtoned as not to 
muffle the dialogue. 
Suddenly the FOUHTH STAT3SMAN hurries from 
h i s  position on step L.C. seizes %iissouri Compromise!' 
placard, throws it to the f loor and erects 
i n  i t s  place a placard with the legend: 

KANSAS - NEBRASKA ACT of 1854. 

FIRST STATESNAX 
( angrily) 

Tnis Xonsns-Nebraska Act, which repeals the Missouri Com2romise and 
makes slavery optional. i n  a l l  terr itory north of the thirty-six th i r ty  
l i n e  of  latitude, Ifis the most villainous measure ever placed upon 
the American Statute Book.11 

SECOND STATESMAN 
I t l  s a po l i t i ca l  trick! 

TESIIiD STATESMAN 
The free Northern States w i l l  never abide it! 

FIRST STATESMAH 
Never! 
the Executive =par tnent , of the Leg is la t ive  department, but thank 
God, o u r  Constitution created a third department - the Judicimy! 
W e ' l l  tnke th is  matter to the Supreme Court{ 

The Southern Slave States nave demonstrated their  control of 

(emphatic agreement from the SECOND and 
'!Yes! That we w i l l ! I 1  P 3 R D  STATESPJIXV: 

"The Supreme Court1 11 etc. ) 

LIGHTS DIM OUT 
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ACT I1 - SCENE: 4 

STAT'ICS SUPREME COURT, 185'7 

Lights din up R. 3. They reveal the 
CHIEF JUSTICE o f  the Supreme C o u r t  
mounting steps at back of  platform, 
R. 3., followed by EIGHT ASSOCIAT3 
JUDGES. 
across platform to C. 
JUSTICE seats himself on top step and . 
h is  ASSOCIATE JUSTICES do likewise, 
r a g i n g  themselves on either side of 
him. Lights pick them irp as well as 
a LAWYER who stands on stage leve l  
below tnem, beside him a n  old negro, 
DRED SCOTT. 
The figures o f  the seated STATESMa 

The NINE WISE MEN f i l e  down 
The CEIEF 

' and SPUKERS are dimly seen. 

LAWYER 
( a f ter  tine JUSTICZS have arranged themselves' 
on top step - to CHIEF JUSTICE) 

Yith your  permission, your honor, I w i l l .  present tine case of Dred Scott. 
(He motions to the NEGRO beside him) 

DRED 
That's me, Judge. I ' se  Dred Scott. But I dwno w ' b t  for  tneyls makin' 
th i s  excitement over a pol old b r k y  l i k e  me. 

LAWEE2 
(proceeding to offer h i s  case) 

This Irperson", yoiir honor, was born a slave of slave parents i n  Vir-  
ginia. 
army s-mgeon, who took him as  h is  body servant to Rock Island, I l l i n o i s  
and to Fort Wel l ing,  Minnesota. He thus l ived for  several years i n  
Itfree states", that i s  states north of the Missouri-Cornpromiso line, 

Ee was taken to PIiFsouri and them sold as  Ilpropertyll to  an 

CHIF! JUSTICE 
The Missouri Compromise law has been repealed by an Act of  Congress. 

LAWYER 
Quite so, your Honor, but an Act o f  Congress can restore it, which 
i s why---- 

CHIXF JUSTICE 
Proceed. 

LAWYER 

I n  1838 Dred Scott returned with h i s  master to Missouri, a slave state 
under tno Missouri Compromise, then i n  force, 
which this Supreme court o f  the l a d  i s  asked to decide is? 
man's residence i n  ftfree" states free him perpetually? 
turn to a Itslave11 state restore him to h i s  former slave status? 

(resuming h i s  story) 

The question, y o u  honor, 
Did th is  

O r  did h i s  re- 
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LAWYER ( Cant' d) 
The whole TJnited States awaits the court's ,answr. 

( a s  the l i g h t  on him fades out, he re t i r es  
to steps 2. C. with DRED SCOTT who stands 
close to him. Lights reinain full up on 
the JUSTICES while all e lse  i s  i n  shadow. 
The JUSTICES are s+en to deliberate, a 
buzz o f  unintelligable ad. l ib.  argument 
begins quickly developing into a violent 
altercation. S A T E  JUSTICES rise to 
the i r  feet and gesticulate angrily, the i r  
voices s h r i l l  but the i r  words indi stinguish- 
nble, the purpose o f  the scene being to 
suggest confusinn and incoherence rnthor 
than clear cut argument. At the height 
of  the hubbub, tne CHIEF JUSTICE spe,-sks) 

CXIEE' JUSTICE 
(waspi shly) 

"Brothers, th is  i s  the Supreme Court of the United States. 
seats. 11 

Take your 

(The JUSTICXS obey - not i n  unison - but one 
by one, the i r  argument subsiding to a droning 
m u r m u r  of  definite decision, four nod their  
heads vigourously i n  affirmation, four just 
as vigourously sn'ake the i r  heads i n  negation. 
The CEIEF JUSTICE clears h i s  t-boat) 

Ahem! 
(The LAVRER r ises from steps R. C. moves to  
h i s  position before the court with DRED 
SCOTT beside him. Lignts dim up on both) 

The court has arrived a t  an opinion. 
(He unfolds a paper, begins to read from 
it, h i s  words an unintel1,igable ramble un- 
til h e  comes to tine following, which he 
speaks distinctly) . . . . . . . ..property in  slaves i s  dist inctly affirmed by the Constitution, 

and slave property, l i k e  other Froperty, i s  protected by the due pro- 
cess o f  law announced i n  tho f i f th  menbent.  ...... It i s  therefore, 
"the opinion of the court tinat the act of  Congress which prohibited a 
citizen from holding and owning property of  th is  kind i n  the terr itory 
of the United States north of the l i n e  thercin mentioned, i s  not war- 
ranted by the Constitution, ' ad  i s  therefore void.ll 

(Once lilore FOUR JUSTICES nod i n  agreement, 
while FOUR shake their  heads i n  disagree- 
ment. CHIEF JUSTICE ex i ts  R. 2. followed 
by other JUSTICES. 
SUPRXME COURT JUSTICES, leaving spot on 
LAWYER and DRED SCOTT) 

Lights dim out on 

DRXD 
( to  LAW^) 

Does that mean I ' s e  free, boss? 



LAWY3R 
No, Bed. 
United States, that any l a w  o f  Congress to the contrary i s  un- 
constitutional. 

It means that a slave i s  a slave everywhere i n  these 

(DRED SCOTT'S head sinks, h is  snoulders sag) 

LIGHTS DIM OUT 

Immediately from off stage the crashing chords o f  an organ, the rever- 
berating r o l l  o f  tympany drums, tne piercing notes o f  truorpet and 
bugle are joined in  a symphonic arrangement intended t o  suggest the 
furious tragedy o f  the C iv i l  War. Woven through the music i s  the 
theme o f  "Dixie". 



(by Auditorium Loudspeaker between Scenes 
4 and 5 of A c t  1 1 )  

SPEAKER 
There i s  a Pennsyivmia f i e l d  hallowed by brave deeds and 
by inspired words. 
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ACT I1 - SCENE 5 

GETTYSBURG, 1863 

s CmE: Lights dim up on TWO UNION SOLDIERS in  
faded uniforms. One i s  seated on steps 
(R. or L. as desired). The other stands 
on platform just above him. The seated 
SOLDIER i s  minus a leg, and his  crutches 
are on steps beside him, The SOLDIER 
STANDING has lost  an arm. 

(from o f f  stage there i s  a loud mob oheer) 

FIRST SOLDIER 
(he who i s  standing, excitedly) 

I t ' s  him, B i l l .  tie's arrived. Cone on1 

SECOND SOLDI ER 
(he who i s  seated) 

No, I ' m  st,ayint where I a, Joe. 

FIRST SOLDITIR 
Aw, what's the matter? You come t o  see the show, didn't you? 

SECOND SOLDI 
(with a short harsh laugh) 

N o t  ne. 
dam Gettysburg field. 

I come t o  see if I couldntt maybe find the leg  I los t  on this  

FIRST SOLDIER 

(mother cheer f ron o f f  stage) 
Keep nn eye open f o r  my strayed arm, w i l l  you? 

Aw, s t i r  yourself, B i l l .  It a in ' t  but a l i t t l e  ways. 

SECOND SOLDIER 
I don1 t feel  nuch l i k e  standin', ,mt I kin h e m  him YOU go, Joe. 

just as well settint, 

FIRST SOLDIIB 
H o w l 1 1  you hear him from way o f P n  here? 

SECOND SOLDI ER 
The whole world kin hear that nan when he speaks. 

FIISST SOLDIER 
Well, n<aybe I ain' t so keen about standint myself. 

(He seats himself oq step above SZCOND 
SOLDIER. There i s  another off-stage 
cheer, then a voice i s  h e a d  through 
loudspmdcer o f f  stage, the voice of 
A b r a h a  Lincoln, c l e a r  and resounding 
f i l l i n g  the stage) 
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LINCOLN 

trFourscore and seven years ago o u r  fathers brought forth on this  conti- 
nent a new nation, conceived i n  l iberty,  and dedicated t o  the proposi- 
tion that all men are created equal.1' 

(from o f f  stage R) 

FIRST SOLDIER 
(awesomely) 

say, we kin hear him! 

SECOND SOLDIER 
Your grandchildren are hearin! him too, a n 1  their grandchildren. 

LINCOLN 

"Now we are engaged in  a great c i v i l  w a r ,  testing whether that nation, 
o r  any other nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure." 

(from of f  stage) 

SECOND SOLDIER 
(crying out passionately) 

I done my part to help i t  endure1 

FIRST SOLDIER 
Me too, Mr .  President. 

LINCOLN 
(from of f  stage R) 

"We are met on a great batt lef ield o f  that war. 
cate a portion o f  that f i e ld  as a f ina l  resting place f o r  those who 
here gave their l ives  that that nation might livs.ll 

We have come t o  dedi- 

SECOND SOLDIEFt 
( mut teringly) 

Lyin' i n  heaps they was - stark and s t i l l .  Thousands of 'em! 

FIRST SOLDIER 
Bro thersf 

They was brothers, B i l l .  
hearts with hate a n 1  murder? 

(He turns t o  SECOND SOLDIER) 
What m&e !em do it? What f i l l e d  their  

SECOND SOLDI3R 
It was compromise what 6one it, Joe. 

FIRST SOLDIER 
Compromise? 

SECOND SOLD1 BR 
Yes, compromise with what was wrong, what they knew was wrong. 

(Ee waves a hand %wards R. LINCOLN'S 
voice has sunk t p  a subdued m u r m u r )  

You heard h i m ,  IIConceived i n  l ibprty, dedicated t o  the proposition 
that a l l  men are created equal*- that 's  what he said - an' that's 
how it was meant t o  be. Only those f e l l e r s  way back, the fel lers 
that 's responsible f o r  this  Federal Government - they compromised - 
compromised with slavery. They been compromisinf with it ever since - 
leavin' it t o  us t o  clean the b l e  spot from their Constitution. 



FIRST SOLDIER 
Yeh. Mkvbe if then fe l le rs  hadn't made slaves 

SECOND SOLDIER 
That's what done it - they tr ied to  turn human 
I t ' s  what's at the bottom o f  a l l  the misery i n  
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in to  property---- 

beings into property. 
the world - property. - -  

(Again LINCOLN'S voj ca comes forth clearly) 

LINCOLN 
(from o f f  stage R) 

"It i s  f o r  us the l iving, rather, t o  be dedicated here t o  the un- 
finished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly 
advanced. 11 

(loud cheers and applause from off R) 

SECOND SOLDIER 
( a s  the noise subsides: fervently) 

Amen, Mr. President. 

FIRST SOLDIER 
If we had more l i k e  him we'd get somewheres. 

SECOND SOLDIER 
They don' t come l i k e  him but once i n  a hundred years. Abe Lincoln's 

man1 
( despondently) 

But what kin one man do all  by himself, 

r'IRST SOLDIER 
Well, I dunno. If he' s got the people with him---- 

SECOND SOLDIER 
(b i t ter ly )  

The people! We're the ffpeoplefl - you a n 1  me, an' look a+t us. A l l  
shot t o  pieces! 
ffpeopleff l e f t ,  only rich buzzards the war's made richer. 

By the time tnis  war' s over, there won' t be no 

FIRST SOLDIER 
What' s the answer, Joe? 

SECOND SOLDIER 
(with an inclusive gesture) 

This battlefied's the answer. If the United States won't be half 
slave an' half free, the time's cominf wnen they ' l l  refuse t o  be 
nine tenths poor an1 one tenth rich. 

FIRST SOLDIER 
That sounds l i k e  common sense. ' 

SECOND SOLD1 ER 
Sure, i t ' s  common sense. But it won't happen i n  our day, soldier. 
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(Voice of LINCOLN i s  heard from o f f  R) 

LI TU'COLN 
".......that th is  nation under God, shall have a new birth o f  free- 
dom and that government o f  the people, by the people, and for  the 
people shall not perish from the earth." 

(The TWO SOLDIERS stand at attention) 

LIGXTS DIM OUT 

. 



C 

ANliOUIg CEMENT , 

(by Auditorium Loudspeaker 'between Scenes 
5 and 6 o f  Act 11) 

SPEAKm 
The C iv i l  W a r  erased slavery from the Constitution. Amendments 
thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen were enacted, freeing the negro 
and giving him citizenship privileges and immunities and the 
right to vote. 

The period following the close o f  the w a r  was the period o f  the 
western land rush and development. 

c 
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ACT I1 - SCEIE 6 

S CmTE : 

THE WESTIBN PLAINS, 187'7, NIGHT 

A fa int ly  glowing campfire i s  on plat- 
form (L. o r  R. as desired) and stand- 
ing beside it, leaning on h is  r i f l e  i s  
PHILLIP SCEUYLER, grandson of the boy 
P h i l l i p  o f  Scene 2, Act 11. He i s  in  
a rough pioneer outf i t  o f  the period 
and i s  tne picture of  the Ph i l l ip  o f  
Act I ,  except that he now wears a 
s l  i gh t b car d. 

MARY SCEIWLZR, his wife, appears from 
L. 2. She stands watching PHILLIP a 
moment, then cupping h e r  hands t o  her 
l ips ,  gives a playful w a r  whoop. 
PHILLIP stzrts; turns with uplifted 
r i f l e .  

MARY 
(laughing merrily) 

Feeling jumpy, darling? 

PHI LL I P 
( grinning) 

Doggone i t  woman, that's no kind 01 t r ick  t o  play on Four husband. 
You had me seeint redskins all over the place. 

MARY 
Any signs o f  them? 

PHILLIP 
No, but that1 s not  sayin' the red devils mqynl t be close by. Better  
go back t o  sleep, honey. 

MARY 
Oh, i t ' s  s o  close in  the wagon. 

PHILLIP 
A sentry's not supposed t o  entertain company durint his match, ma'am. 

MARY 
I s  that s o l  

Well, y o u  just t e l l  that t o  the sentry up 
wife. 

(She laughingly steps into 

(She crosses to PHILLIP) 

arms. He kisses her) 

ahead. And she' s not h is  

PHILLIP' S eager 
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PEILLIP 
You ought to  be gett int  your r e s t ,  honey. 

. M Y  
( s cornf ul l y  ) 

On a night l i k e  tnist  
(She stretches her arms wide) ' 

My rest .  

0--oh! I ' d  l i k e  t o  take o f f  my clothes 'and dance. 

PEILLIP 
( grinning ) 

Me, too. 

MARY 
Let's! 

(She throws off the shztwl she has about 
her snoulders) 

PHILLIP 
( g i v ing  a shout o f  1aughter) 

(He grabs her i n  h i s  arms; kisses her again) 
Durn' d i f  the woman wouldnl t! 

I t ' s  th i s  country, honey, th i s  wonderful west. 
shake o f f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  tn i s  dollar Civ i l i z a t i on  we've b u i l t  up f o r  
our selves 

I t  makes y o u  want to  

MARY 
S i l l y ,  isn ' t  it. 
when there's th i s  one to  enjoy. 

Look a t  those stars,  d,xrling. Eow c lose  they are! I t ' s  almost as 
i f  I could reach up and touch them. 

I sun touching them. 

Men and women fashioning a l i t t l e  a r t i f i c i a l  world 

(She glances up; sighs) 

( s o f t l y )  

PBILLIP 
E appy ? 

MARY 
I ' m  the f i r s t  w o r n  and jToutre the Happy as Eve nust have been. 

f i r s t  man.  Yes? 

PHILLIP 
I t ' s  easy to be l i eve  - out hero - tonight. 

MARY 
I ' v e  never known such a moment. 

I f e e l  f r ee ,  absolutely f r e e  - f o r  the f i y c ; t  time i n  my l i f e .  
(Again she throws her ams wide) 

PEILLIP 
No more fears?  
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W Y  
I ' v e  l e f t  then ,211 behind me - i n  the city. Oh, darling! Why 
didn't you carry me o f f  before? 

PEILLIP 
Well, I hated t o  t,&e you from y o u r  folks an' your gr,md hone, o n l y  
I w'mted you Mary. 

MARY 
And here I m. 

PHILLIP 
(with a chuckle) 

I t ' s  no more than the f i r s t  Ph i l l ip  Sc'ruyler did. 
wife clear from ITew York t o  the Pennsylvmia wilderness. 

t i e  bundlod his  

MARY 
O n ,  he started the custom, did ne? 

PEI LLIP 
And q j  grmdfntner - he picked himself a Soston vvorxm too. Yes. 

They headed f o r  the Louisiana terr i tory  near St. Louis, where I 
found you. 

E ZARY 
And bundled r?,e o f f .  

PEILLIP 
It worked out f ine  for thorn, Mar;?, ,an' it ' l l  work out f o r  us the 
sane w a y .  We' l l  locate us a piece o f  good 1,md sonewheres in  th is  
Northwest terr i tory  an' settle. It's r ich so i l  hereabouts. Qlrelll  
build us a cabin, sow our seed, t,&e root - rear ourselves EL f'mily 
of sons. 

h+RY 
And daughters. 

E I L L I ?  

(IdLRY suddenly breaks into a merry laugh) 
Sure. Plenty o f  both. 

What y o u  laughin! at, honey? 

IhARY 
I just remembered a lace gown I was weak enoueh to bring with me - 
and a pair  o f  s i lver  slippers. 

(She takes a mincing step; speaks with 
an exaggerated drawl) 

Tripping about the wilderness i n  lace and si lver slippers. 
(She has mother gust o f  laughter) 

FEILLIP 
Well, it  a in ' t  exactly s i lver  slipper oountry, but---- 

- 
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MARY 
I t ' s  glorious country. I could hug it. 

(Again she throws her arms 

PEILLIP 
I know. Cominl over the plains today I - 
wagon. I had t o  get down - walk with the 

wide) 

I couldn't set i n  the 
horses. I wanted that 

my feet  should be on the soil .  I found myself wishin' to press my 
whole body against it, l i k e  a m a n  presses himself against a woman1 s 
bosom, to--well, l i k e  you said, to hug i t  to me. 

(Ee gives a l i t t l e  self-conscious laugh) 
I reckon as how h i s  land gets into a man - makes him one with her - 
same as her h i l l s  an' trees. He gets s o l s  he can hear her talkin! 
to him. 

MARY 
What does she sw, darling? 

PEILLIP 
Words of cheer a n 1  hope, promisin' r i ch  harvests and great herds of 
fat cattle t o  them that trust to her bounty and don't ravish her of 
her forests for  quick gain - 

( H i s  voice grows angry) 
or  gut her i n  wasteful ways for hidden treasure, reducing her to 
barrenne s s . 

MARY 
There are such men? 

PHILLIP 
Yes, damn them! 

Their marks are already on her - the moneychangers who'd prostitute 
her for  profit. 

(pas s i  onat cly ) 

(From far o f f  in  the distance the faint ,  
s h r i l l  whistle of a locomotive i s  heard) 

MARY 
( startled) 

L i s t en! 

PHILLIP 
They're buildin1 a new railroad to the south. 

Soon there111 b e  no more frontiers. 
(He sighs; shakes h i s  head) 

MARY 
What a pity. 

PEILLIP 
America' s changing, M a r y ,  changing fast, 
machinery, theylre making for  a differqpt kind of life, 

Railroads, factories, 
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MARY 
Different , darling? 

As if machines can ever make l i f e  anything but just what it i s  - a 
man and a woman.. 

(She laughs) 

PR r LLIP 
(putting an arm about her) 

I reckon you're r ight,  honey. I reckon well1 go on bein' born ant 
lovint ant dyinl, just as we always have. 

Unless, o f  course, they invent a machine t o  do it f o r  us. 
( quickly; m i  schi evously) 

MARY 
Wnold w a n t  a machine t o  do it! 

(She kisses him clingingly) 

LIW-TS DIM OUT 



(by Auditorium Loudspeaker between Scenes 
6 and 7 of Act 11) 

SPEAKm 
The dawn of the twentieth century saw rn industrialized 
America. 
of stock speculation gripped the whole country. 

Great private fortunes were amassed and the fever 
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ACT I1 - SCENE 7 

WALL STREET, 1900 - 1932 

s CENE: An eight foot tall old style stock 
ticker i s  C., which has a greatly 
exaggerated ticker effect and large 
ribbons of tape issuing from either 
side. I t s  base i s  decorated with $ 
and designs. Two silk-hatted 
PLUTOCRATS, chewing fat cigars, one 
to  either side o f  ticker, study the 
tape. All else i s  i n  darkness, but 
from the back of  the stage there i s  
a constant hubbub o f  voices. The 
scene i s  played at top speed. As 
the l ights  come up the Voices are 
heard. 
underlined. The women speak those 
that are not. 

Men speak the l ines  that are 

VOICES TO R. 
( chantingly) 

Standard Oil! Amalgamated Copper1 United States Steel! 

VOICES TO L. 
(picking up the chant without pause) 

Rockefeller! Morgan! Rockef e l le r l  

VOICES TO R. 
Railroads! S u g a r !  Beef! 

VOICES TO L. 
Harrinan! Spreckels! Swift! 

VOICES TO R. 
Steamships! Steal! Vool! 

VOICES TO L. 
Astor! Carnegie! Vanderbilt! 

VOICES TO R. 
Ten million! F i f t y  million! Hundred mil l ion1 

ALL VOICES TO L. 
Moneyl Moneyl Money! 

ALL VOICES TO R. 
W a l l  Street! Wall Street! Wall Street! 

(The voices dirninish t o  a l o w  nwmur) 

FIRST PLUTOCRAT 
(turning his  head and barking over h i s  
shoulder into the background) 



SECOND PLUTOCRAT 
(same business) 

Sell1 

(the TWO PLUTOCRATS turn face to  face and 
glower at each other, then resume their 
study o f  the t q e .  I n  the background the 
Voices resume their chant aloud) 

VOICES TO R. 
An eighth! A quarter! A half! 

ALL VOICES TO L. 
Up - down! Up - down! Up - down! 

VOICES TO R. 
Telephones! Telegraph! Water Power! 

VOICES TO L. 
Judges! Lawyers! Courts! 

VOICES TO R. 
Justice! SqucLli ty! Morality! 

VOICES TO L e  

What's bid? Vnatl s bid? WncttI s bid? 
(The VOICES subside t o  a l o w  murmur as the 
s h r i l l  cry o f  a NETVSBOY i s  heard from the 
blackness o f  the background) 

FIRST NEWSBOY 
(from backstage) 

Extry! Zxtry! A l l  about the C o d  Strike! Eungry 
Martial Law Declared! Extry! Extryl 

( A  RPORTER hurries i n t o  the scene: 
a position beside FIRST PLUTOCRAT) 

miners riot! 

takes 

FIRST REPORTER 

Pardon me, but my newspaper wants an opinion from you on this coal 
strike. 

( t o  FIRST PLUTOCRAT) 

FIRST PLUTOCRAT 
(PomPouslY) 

I'The rights and interests o f  the laboring m a n  w i l l  be protected.. . . 
not by the labor  agitators, but by the Christian men to  whom God i n  
h is  inf in i te  wisdom has given the control o f  the property interests 
o f  this country," 

(Ee turns and barks an order in to  the 
baclrground) 

Sell! 

SECOND PTrTJTOCRAT 
( same business) 

Buy! 
(Again the two exchange a glare, while 
RBORTER scribbles on h is  pad) 
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(The VOICES begin another ohant) . 
s 

VOICES TO R. 
Stocks! Bonds! DividenBs! Profits! 

VOICES TO L. 
Union Pacific!  Northern Pacific! Southern mc i f i c f  Western Pacific!  

VOICES TO R. 
R i l l !  Earriman! Rockefeller! Morgan! 

(The NEWSBOY S cry i s  heard) 

FIRST NEWSBOY 
(from background) 

Extry! Extry! Teddy Roosevel t attacks Rortnern Securities Company! 
Extry! 

(A SECOND REPORTER hurries i n  and t o  side 
of SECOND PLUTOCRAT) 

SECOND RWURTZ? 
( t o  SECOND PLUTOCRAT) 

The President says  "that all 
commerce should be under the 
What do you say? 

I t ' s  held that railroads are 

corporations engaged i n  interstate 
supervision o f  the national government. It 

SECOND PLUTOCRAT 

my own? Hain' t I got the power?It 

SECOND RPORTER 
affected with a pub1.i~ fnterest. 

SECOND PLTJT0CRA.T 
Public  interest be damned1 

SECOND REPORTER 
( t o  FIRST PLUTOCRAT) 

Does that go f o r  a l l  y o u  "malefactors o f  great wealth?" 

FIRST PLUTOCRAT 
Sure. We boys stick together ........ when we have to, 

SECOND PLUTOCRAT 
We'l l  show the President -where ne gets off. 

FIRST PLUTOCRAT 
And the public interest too, 

SECOND PLUTOCRAT 
Right! 

Le t t s  go. 
(Ee l o o k s  at FIRST TLUTOCRAT) 

FIRST AND SECOND PLUTOCRATS 
( i n  unison) 

SelLf 

\ 



(The VOICES take up their chant 
ground) 

VOICES TO R. 
One sixty-two! One fifty-five! Seventy-four! 
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f rorn bnck- 

VOICES TO L. 
Down! Down! Down! 

(The VOIC3S diminish t o  a murmuring under- 
tone, while the cr ies  o f  the NXWSBOYS are 
heard) 

PI.RST NEWSBOY 
Extry! Extry! Panic in  Wall Street! 

SECOND N3WSBOY 
Stocks crash! Banks fail! Factories shut down! Extry! 

'FIIRD NDSBOY 
Breadlines in  every city! Breadlines! 

(The VOICES at back r i s e  i n  a chanting 

SECOND PLUTOCRATS 

chorus) 

VOICES 
Breadlines! Breadlines! Br eetdline sl 

FIRST AND 
(chuckling i n  unison) 

(The VOICES are heard from 
changing their  note) 

VOICES TO 
E i  gh t een! Thi r ty- f i ve! X i  ne ty- t hr ee 1 

VOICES TO 
Up! Up! up& 

background, 

R. 

L. 

FIRST PLUTOCRAT 
That's takin' 'ern goin' and comin'. What'd our  l i t t l e  panic net you? 

Twenty mil l ion.  
SECOND PLUTO C U T  

FIRST PLUTOCRAT 
I ' v e  made 'em poorer by twenty-five million. 

SECOND PLUTOCRAT 
Guess we malefactors 111 eat f o r  awhile yet. 

FIRST PZ'JTOCRpT 
That1.s rnoreln the great American publip '11 dg. 

(FIRST NEVSBOY heard crying out again) 
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FIRST NEWSBOY 
( from background) 

Extryt 3xtryl Sixteenth Amendment adopted. Income tax'made law. 
Extryf 

SECOND PLUTO C U T  
( a%ri lY) 

Socialism! Anarchy! 

Tel l  your paper I said that the Sixteenth Amendment is tla Communist 
march on property. 

(Xe turns t o  SECOND REPORTER) 

SECOND REPORT38 
(as  he scribbles) 

I t ' s  putting the tax back t o  whera i t  was i n  the Art ic les  of Con- 
federation. 

SECOND PLUTOCRAT 
( snarl ingl y ) 

(Ee turns and i n  unison with FIRST PLUTOCRAT 
A l l  I know i s  the Constitution - and I ' m  against changing it. 

barks out an order t o  the background) 

FIRST AND SXOND PLUTOCRATS 
(together) 

Sell!  
(YOICXS begin from background) 

VOICES R. A3TD L. 
( chant i ngly) 

Down again! Down again! Down again! 

(SECOND REPORT3R hurries out o f  the scerle 
as POLITICAL BOSS hurries i n  and takes a 
position beside FIRST PLUTOCRAT) 

BOSS 
(excitedly - as if gasping f o r  breath) 

Chief, it' s happened. They've jamed through the Seventeenth 
Amendment. 

FIRST PLUTOCRAT 
You mean - no more hand picked United States Senators? 

BOSS 
Thatls it. 
people! 

What's America coning to LvqJhow? 

Prom now o n  the people elect their own senators - the 

(Ee  shakes h is  head sadly) 

FIRST VUTQCRAT 
The people are getting too d m n f d  offisious. 

SECOND PLUTOCRAT 
Yes. They111 soon be running their own country. Samething ought 
t o  be done about it. 
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F I R S T  PLUTOCFAT 
Some fining' s got to be done about it. 

(fie glares at BOSS memingly) 

BOSS 
Sometningls going t o  be done, chief. Leave i t  to 11s statesmen. 

(Ee exits  quickly. Immediately (by mecans 
o f  a sound record or music) a muffled 
e x p l o s i o n  i s  hevd ,  then the ra t t l e  o f  
m2c'rinc gun ,and nr t i l l e rp  fire, as if 
a batt le  were i n  r)rogress. The oxhcstrn 
soft ly begins a medley of French ,and Eng- 
1 i sh national nn therns , not loud enough 
to drown the Voices o f  thc Newsboys, vihich 
again are  heard) 

F I X S T  NXYSBOY 
Germany marches on Frmce! Ixtry! War i n  3urope! %r! 

SECOND N 3 T S 3 C Y  
Special edition! Special! Lusi tmia torpedoed! Lusi tsnia sixk! 
Lesi tania! 

{ The orchestra moment-rily strikes a high 
note with sevcrd bnrs from "Over There" 
plxved stirringly, then subsides to give 
the VOICES  a chnnce from the background) 

VOICES  TO R. 
Motors! diqdanes! Munitions! 

VOICES  TO L. 
W,zr babies! Laberty Loans!  Victory bonds! 

VOICES  TO R. 
Poison gas! 3xplosivesl T. N. T. ! 

F I R S T  FLIJTO CRAT 
(above the din) 

I t ' s  a grand war! 

SECOIJD PLUTOCRAT 
Made to orderf 

F I R S T  AND SXCObTD PLUTOChT§  
( i n  unison) 

(The noise of  batt le  i n  tno bnckgromd 
grows louder. Through it the VOICES  
nr e heard) 

Buy\ 

VOICES  t0  R e  

( chantingly) 
Up! up1 up! 



VOICES TO L. 
Chaos! Destruction! Death! 

(from orchestra, a. bugle suddenly r ises  
clearly, trmpeting tne comand t o  
"Cease firing!!. A hushed moment ensues, 
then the NTA'SBOYS are heard from the 
b ackgr ound) 

FIRST I\T~'SSOY 
Get 3 - o ~  f ive  star  final! Armistice declared! Armistice! 

o f  cheering and shouting - "the wrtrfs 
overt 11 '!The war1 s over! 11 - then the 
VOICES break into song.. . !!Peace on 
earth, Good w i l l  t o  men.!!) 

(From the background there i s  rill outburst 

FIRST AND SSCOIJD PLUICCUTS 
(as the song dios aw~v)  

Sell! 

VCIC3S To R. UJD L. . 
Down! Dovm!' Down! 

FIRST PLUTOCIIAT 
( grinning) 

The same old story. 

SECCND PLUTOC&T 
I n  the sane old wcay. 

FI 2ST PLTPI'O C U T  
It never fa i ls .  

SECCND PLTPTOCRAT 
It never w i l l .  

(POLITICAL BOSS hurries in) 

BOSS 

Chief, now i t ' s  tha wonen. They've got  their  Nineteenth Amendment. 
( t o  FIRST PLVTCCUT) 

( I n  the background, seen hazily, a l i n e  
o f  ITOM% VOTmS in  single f i l e  walk up 
rear steps, drop their  bal lots  into a 
box Fad exi t  L. 2) 

I never thought I ' d  l i v e  t o  see femqles ballotin'.  
c 

FIRST PLTJT5CKAT 
(rtngrily) 

Those babies111 gum up our whole po l i t i ca l  mnchj.ne. 

SECOND PLUTOCRAT 
Sure they will. Wonen won1 t vote reg' lar, 
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FIRST PLUTOCRAT 
They'll m3ke eloctions anybody's guess. 

SECOND PLUTOCRAT 
An independent's as l i k e l y  to grab o f f  the off ice 3s o m  machine 
can d.i da t e 

BOSS 
I l n  an old hmd a t  po l i t i cs ,  but this  wonm business-- 

I don! t know where Ita at no nore. 
(Be shakes h i s  head dolefully) 

(Ee hurriedly exits  up steps L. C. 
Lights din out on WOMEN VCTERS at 
back) 

VOICPS TO L. 
%?I 

VOIC3S M R. 
Sell!  

FIRST PLTJTOCRAT 
(glecfullg) 

Theylre all doing it. 

S3:COIJD P JJliTO CRAT 
(rubbing h i s  h.mds togcthqr d th sztisfaction) 

The more the nerrierl  

VOIC3S TO L. 
General Motors! American Tel. :md Iel .  3ethlehem Steel1 

VOIC3S TO R. 
Food! Clothing! Real Estate! 

VOIC3S TO L. 
Sell! 

VOICES TO El. 
Buy! 

VOICES TO L. 
(hurrying i n  as a group, waving sl ips o f  
paper i n  their hands) 

(Tney  rush down. steps L. C.) 
- Sell! Bxv! Sell! 

VOICT,S TO B. 
( h u r r y i ~ g  i n  as a groyp) 

(They rush down steps X. C. Both groups, 

Tne q h e s t r a  chimes i n  

Sell! T(u;y! 

continuing their  staccato chant, surround 
the PLUTOCRATS. 
with an agitato movement, I n  the generd 
confusion TEIRD and r'OU&!EI PLUTOmTS take 
the i r  places for  the ensuing scene. 
music takes on a stormy threatening note - The 
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Bankruptcy, ! 

the l ights  begin ta dim. 
i s  a smashing, crashing chord ,and the 
music stops. 

Suddenly there 

Both groups l e t  out a cry) 

BOTE GROUPS 
B & r p  t Cy! B?JLkrUp t Cy! 
(They hurry up steps, dimly seen in  the 
ha l f  l ight ,  VOICES R. returning t o  their  
former positions in  the wings, VOICES L. 
doing the srme) 

SPwm 
The stock rnnrkst crash o f  1929 was imediate ly  followed by a country- 
wide Susiness depression, the worst America had ever experienced. 
Then in  1932--- 

(Lights up: revenling the stock market 
ticker on f l o o r  and seated beside it, 
swirls of t icker tcpe about. their  necks, 
FIRST, SECOND, and TEIRD PLUTOCRATS. A 
FOURTH PLUMCUT i s  perched precariously 
on an overturned tape basket, which wnbblcs 
and teeters conpelling hin to  shift about 
t o  preserve h is  balance) 

FOURTE PLUTO C h T  
(from n is  shnky seat) 

(There i s  rzn unanimous gronn from the others) 
I repeat, gentlemen - things are in  a bad w , ~ .  

The market has collapsed, business i s  paralyzed, dividends a r e  being 
passed--- 

A he l l  of a situation! 
(Another unanimous moan from the othgrs) 

(He almost falls from basket, recovering 
h i s  equilibrium with di f f icul ty )  

FIRST PLUTOCUT 
(from h is  sent o n  f l o o r )  

And worst o f  all - the system i s  being attacked,. 

SECOND TLUTO CRAT 
Yes, capitalism i s  under f i r e  - i n  th is  year o f  1932. 

TEIR3 PLUTOCRAT 
We are charged with bringing on th is  depression. 
the goats. 

We're being made 

FlBST PL'LTTOCUT 
( bit ter ly )  

After all we done for our country, 

SECOND PLUTOCiWT 
(with a heavy sigh) 

That's gratitude1 



FoI;RI?I PLUTO C U T  
( ringingly) 

Gentlenen, are we to  t,&e the count? 

FIRST PLZTTO CHAT 
Welve taken it. 

(SECORTD and TEZRD PLUTOCRATS sgree with 
him nomingly) 

FOURTE PLUTO C U T  
No, gentlemen, no! Our structure has crumbled about o u r  exrs, it 
has knocked us flat, but we're s t i l l  solvent nnd in  solvency tnore 
i s  a lways  the hope o f  a profit. 

(The TIIRE3 PLUTOCRATS on floor begir to 
show interest, perking up perceptibly) 

Le t  ixs carry on1 

FIRST PLUTOCRAT 
(derisively) 

How? 

SECOiTD ldTD TEIl iD PLUTGCUTS 
( v i  th equal dzri sion) 

Yes, now? 

FOURTE PLUTOCRAT 
That i s  the question. 

(Re strikes a thoughtful attitude w d  
nearly f a l l s  from h is  seat) 

FIRST PLUTO CPAT 
I ' m  not good at riddles. 

S3COND I U D  TEI-RD PLUTOCRATS 
(together) 

YO. 

FOURTE PLUTOCRAT 
But, gentlemen, the President nzs put i t  up t o  us. 9e---- 

FIRST PLUTOCRAT 
I t ' s  the President's job, not ours .  

FOL'RTE PLUTO C y  
Wait a minute! Has the President ever l e t  us $own? 

the other three PLUTOCRiTS) 
(Tnere i s  a grudging muttered %oil from 

Then we've got to  play ball with h i m .  I n  th is  c r i s i s  he 's  cal led 
upon us - the Master Minds o f  America! - to offer a plan for  tine 
nation's recovery. Wno has a suggestion? 
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FOTITITE: PLUTO CUT ( Con t I d) 
(Ee pauses. A dead silence reigns, then 
he resumes) 

C a n '  t myboR~ think o f  anything? 

FIRST PLTJ'TO CABAT 
( sul1enl.y) 

I a i n l t  it thinker. Whzt does thinkin' get you? To he l l  vith thinkin'l 
Let' s something. 

(SECOND and THIRD PLUTOClUTS hearti ly 
endorse this  sentiment) 

FOURTH PLUTO CR4.T 
Good! V,'hnt shall we do? 

(,;gain a heavy silence reiens f o r  a moment, 
then he resumes) 

Surely, we who led America to prosperity's peak i n  '29 c m  lead h1.r 
bnck t o  it. 

FIRST, SXOND,  ,and T E I R D  
PLUTOCRAT S 

( i n  chorus) 
Yes, back t o  ' 2 9 J  

FO'JRTH PLUTOCRAT 
(rubbing h is  hands with satisfaction) 

,a, now wet re getting somewheres - we're going back. 

FIRST FLUYOCRAT 
Sure! We don't know w h a t '  s diead, do we? - but we know That1 s behind. 

FOURTS FLWOCFLT 
( betuningly) 

Sxcellent, gentlernen, excellent! Yo'vc got a slogan: Forward t o  the 
rear! 

FIRST PLUTCCRfiT 
(animntely; rising t o  h i s  feet) 

We'll make it o u r  battlo cry1 

SECOND PL'iTTOCRAT 
( r is ing)  

Eave the Chambers of Conrmrce whoop i t  up! 

m-I 3D ?LEO C U T  
( rising) 

Teach it to  the schools1 

SECOND FLUTOCUT 
Yes. Instruct tne young mind thnt progress l i e s  i n  retreat. 
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FOURTH PLUTOCRAT 
A11 together, gentleaen. Worw.zrd t o  the rear. Y 

Tine! 
how do w e  get it there? 

(The others chorus the s l o g m  with hi?) 
Finc! And now thzt we k-iow whwe we're taking the nation, 

FIRST FLUTO C U T  
YOU man - who pays tho fse i&t l  

SESON3 FLUTOCUT 
'?!e dontt - that 's  dam certain. 

THIRD FLUTO CTAT 
A fat chancel Wetre h,mginl on t o  wh7t we got lef t .  

mm.TI3 PLT-TT.0 can 
I hv.w it! 'Vet11 put i t  up to  the Cova:rnnent. 

FIRST i3WO CiUT 
Sure. The poverzneat put it up to us, dictr-' t it? 

SECOBD FLTJTO C U T  
Suppose we iimd the President our pl,m and--- 

TEI IiD PLUTO CiihT 
&ctd he c,m hand us the necessary - t o  nL&e it work. 

F I R S T  PLUTO CmiT 
Thntts the ticket! €:e hands us the necessary. 

FO~XiT'B I'LUTOCUT 
( onthusiastically) 

Gentlemen, we! ve sGlved tiio problon. 
* 

FIRST PLUTOCRAT 
Sure. ?Be Master Minds d w a p  cone through in  tne pinches. 

FOURTH PLirrO C U T  
' Once again: 

(Ee reises h is  hand; all s k u t  in  unison) 
Vorwmd t o  the rear!'! 

(Orchestra breaks into !!Yes Re have no 
3cznanas!l as FOL5 GLUTOCIUTS do a right 
about fwe  ,and march towards rear of 
stage, taking stock t icker and waste 
basket with them) 

LIGHTS DIM OUT 



c 

3 

(by Auditorium Loudspeaker between Scenes 
7 and 8 o f  Act 11) 

SPEAKER 
M a n y  f inancial  institutions fonnd themselves i n  di f f icul t ies  
early in  1932. 
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ACT I 1  - SCEVE 8 

CHICAGO, SPRING OF 1932 

SCENE: Lights d i m  up on TWO BLXKERS standing 
on platform R. From o f f  stage R. comes 
the m u r m u r  and hum o f  many voices. 

FIRST BANKER 

There must be a thousand o f  them i n  there. 
(waving a hand towards the off-stage m u r m u r )  

Listent 
side o f  the bank i s  more than two blocks long. 

And the l i n e  out- 

(He takes a nervous, agitated turn) 

SECOND BANKER 
Those depositors are getting their  money, aren't they? 
them. 

We're paying 

FIRST BAHKER 
How long can we pay them? 
hour, you know it wontt! - not at  the ra te  they're drawing it out. 
Then what ? 

God Almighty1 

How long! O u r  cash won't l a s t  another 

(Eo makes a despairing gesture) 

( Ee  takes another nervous turn) 

(A THIRD BANKER hurries up steps md 
joins the other two) 

THIRD BANKER 
It looks as if we're all i n  the s m e  boat. 
National on the phone. 

Boys, I ' m  zfraid the j i g ' s  up. 
mywheres. 

I ' v e  just had the F i r s t  
Theytve got a longer l ine  than we have. 

(He gives a short, h,zrsh laugh) 
There's not  a d o l l a r  t o  be borrowed 

FIRST BANKXI? 
We've got t o  get hold Qf some money. 

R. swells in volume) 

If we don't---- 
(Ee stops short as the m u r m u r  from o f f  stage 

SECOND BANKF3I 
Those depositors have got t o  give us time. Mnybe if we tnlkod t o  
them----- 

Go ahead! 9ut 

And wo bankers 

TRIRD BANKER 
make y o u r  w i l l  f i r s t .  They16 tear you t o  pieees. 

SECOND BANKER 
( wringing h i s  hands) 
used to be looked up to. 
( S e  shrugs h is  shoulders helplessly) 

Now--- 
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8. 

TEIRD BANKER 
( dryly) 

Now they've got on t c ?  US. We took chances. 
issue---Oh, we must have been madl 

That public u t i l i t y  

FIRST BANK33 
We on$y did what everybody else was doing. 

SECOND BANKER 
But wet r e  bankers. 
us and we----- 

We were handling the people' s money. Tney trusted 

WIRD BANKER 
Oh, t o  h e l l  with all that1 

FIRST BA$JKXR 
Yes. What we've got t o  worry about now i s  --- wnere do we go from 
here. 

TEIRD B&Xm 
( dryly1 

I t ' s  got four  walls and a big iron gate--and they teach you t o  break 
rocks. 

SECOND BANKER 
(frenziedly) 

Shut q 1  

FIRST BANKER 
Yes. Tnis i s  no time t o  clown. What we've got t o  do is--- 

What are we t o  do? 
(tie stops - at a loss  - then frantically)  

TI3IR.D BANKER 
I know w h a t  I ' m  doing. 

(He glances at his  wrist watch) 
There's a plane leaving f o r  Canada i n  exactly thirty minutes. 

(As he starts t o  speak h i s  next l ine, the 
other TWO BANXXRS, having the same thought, 
join him, so that dl three speak in  unison) 

THE TEIIEE BANKERS 
(jumping t o  their feet simultaneously) 

I ' m  catching it! 

(As  the three turn t o  e x i t  R., a BANK 
CLEEK hurries up steps R. 2.) 

CLm 
A telegram f o r  you, sir. 

(He hands tolegr'm t o  TEIRD BANKID, turns 
and exi ts  down steps R) 
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THIRD BANKZZ 
(tearing open telegram with a s w i n g  hand) 

(Be glances at telegram) 
Eold your  breath, boy. M&vbo---- 

Yes, i t ' s  from Vashington. 

FIRST EfiTKER 
Vashingt on! 

SECOND BANKER 
Quick1 mat' s it say? 

THIRD BANKER 
(giving vent to a vast r e l i e f )  

(He wipes h i s  brow with h i s  handkercheif) 
Phew! 

Yoys, we're not f lying to Canada. 

FIRST BANKER 
You mean Vashington has--- 

SECOND BANK233 
They'll see us through? 

TmRD Li3ANKER 
And now! They're loaning us ninety millions. 

FIRST 3A.NKER 
( incredulously) 

Ninety1 

SECOND BANKER 
You say - the government--- 

TE:IRD BANKER 
Yes. 

(again nops h i s  brow; gives another 
sign of relief) 

Oh, boy! Isnt t government a grand institution. 

LIGHTS DIM OUT - 



c 

(by Auditoriuii Loudspeaker between Scenes 
8 ana 9 o f  Act 11) 

SPEAKER 
The s t r e e t s  were f i l l e d  with jobless men. 
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ACT I1 - SCENE 9 

NEV YORK CITY, OCTOBER, 1932 

c 

8 

c 

a 

A l i n e  of  MDJ, two abreast, shb'by 
and worn looking, some with coat 
collars turned up, the i r  h,mds i n  
pockets or  being rubbed together f o r  
warmth, shuffling their  feat  rest- 
lessly,  barely exchaiigiLig a word, too 
dejected for speech. 

A SOCIAL PVORKER i s  near the head of 
l ine,  not i n  it, but just below it. 
Ee i s  cal l ing out to a, couple of 
TELL L)RIESSED CITIZINS who are pass- 
ing by i n  the foreground. Traffic 
fioise record i n  tho background. 

SOCIAL WORKER 
( clearly) 

One dollar, folks, one dollar w i l l  buy breakfast for twenty of these 
hungry men, Could 
a dollar be pnt to  better service? Don't pass them bg, f o l k s .  But 
for  the Grace of God you might be one of them - you might know what 
it i s  to---- 

Coffee and r o l l s  foiq twenty f e l l o w  human beings. 

(The PASSERS-BY have disappeared and the 
SOCIAL VORKER breaks o f f  shortly as FIRST 
W0RXEII:A.N i n  breadline gives a shout of 
laughter - b i t t e r  laughter. 
turns to him sharply) 

SOCIAL WORXER 

What are you laughing at? 

FIISST TV0RKMA.N 
(stepping out of breadline) 

At that "but for  the Grace o f  God11 stuff, brother. It did duty for 
a long time, but now i t ' s  not so hot. 

(There i s  a murmur of agreement from MXN 
at back) 

You know and I know this country of ours i s  big enough and r ich 
enough for everybody to have plenty. 

Then why are we standing here tvith enipty bel l ies? 
wish that w e  starve? 

(another rnurmur from the breadlines) 
3ecsusc i t ' s  God's 

(another murmur from the back, llno! 
W o t  much111 etc.) 

I donr t know why the Almighty doesnl t wipe the hlman race off the 
face o f  the earth. Ee not only save us a great world to  l i ve  in, 
but he a l s o  sent h i s  son to show u s  how to l i v e  i n  it. 
w e  do? Ve crucify Rim1 And we crucify each other so we can have 
n bigger cm and nore bnthroons. 
lousy dollars he collects - no ra t t e r  how. 
government that 's supposed to give us dl 
l e t  a bunch of outlaws run it SO that nobody has a chance .- except 
the outlaws. Oh, we're srnnrt guys, we arei 

And Ishat do 

We measure a rnnn by the number of 
We build a thing called 

equa l  chance, and we 
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(A POLICBW, who has s t ro l led  into the 
scone, id ly  swinging h i s  club, speaks 
t o  FIXST woHI(MEiN) 

POL1 c w  
(casually, as i f  i t ' s  a l l  i n  tha clay's work) 

Sack i n  l ine ,  f o l l a r .  

FIRST WORKB6BLN 
Sorry, of f icer ,  but I ' n  out of l i n e  f o r  keeps. 

POL1 CBU 
Then beat it, bun, o r  I111 run you in. 

FIRST WORKMAN 
E o w l l l  that help me? 

POL1 c u  
(taken aback) 

( showing his  authority) 
Help youl 

I 111 hslp you with a crack over tho skull, if you don* t get nodn' . - -  
(The FIRST 

Did you hear ne? 

Get novfnt, I t e l l  you. 
(tie grasps 

(gr iming)  
C a n  you t e l l  me where I ' n  

What dtye mean - where? 

I 've  no place t o  go. 

WOE(KMIIIQ gives a shout of laughter) 

h i  s club threateningly) 

FIRST TRORIQdAN 

to  nave to?  

POL1 c w  

FIRST WORKMAN 

POL1 c w  
That's your tough luck, 
On your way1 

My job i s  t o  keep you birds on the hop. 

FIRST avORICMAN 
And tho next of f icer '  s job i s  t o  keep me on the hap. 

"So I Just keep hoppin' along." 

"As ye do unto t h e  l eas t  of these, s o  do ye unto Me.tt 

Are you laughing o r  crying, God? 

(Re bursts i n t o  unexpected song) 

(Ee gives EL mirthless laugh, then mutters 
half t o  himself) 

(He l i f t s  his  head) 
4 

POL1 c w  
Oh, one o f  then nuts, 
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FIB ST WORKMAN 
I ' m  fast  going nuts. Wno wouldn't i n  my place? 

(His tone i s  d.eaanding; he takes a ha l f  
step toward the POLICEIUX) 

POL1 CmdT 
Careful., feller.  Assaultin' m off icer  i s  i n  violation of-- 

FIRST WORKMAX 
O f  statute steen hundred 2nd ninety two. 
violates Ordinance four elevon forty four, and pwihsndling or peddling 
without a license 'also makes me l i ab le  to arrest. Hel l ,  m a n ,  you 
don't havo to t e l l  me what I can't do. But I w i s h  to God you'd tell 
rne what I cm do. 

And sleeping i n  the park 

POL1 c u  
(pulling out h i s  book of  rules) 

(He thumbs through h i s  book) 
You can---where the h e l l  i s  it? Ah, here we arc. 

(Ne scans a paragraph) 
Now l e t  me see----there's tho Salvation Army, The EiIunicipal Lodging 
House, the Home for Indigonts, the--- 

I'll t o l l  you that too. 

FIRST WORKMAN 
I know a l l  that too. 

POL1 c w  
( a g r i  1Y 1 

O h ,  you do! Then whatfs the idea o f  asking me? 

FIRST WORKMAX 
Well, you represent the law Nnd I ' m  trying to find out if the law 
o f  th is  so called civi l ized country provides n wny f o r  me to go on 
l iv ing  without bogging f o r  my right to l ive.  

POL1 cmm 
(scratching his head i n  perplexity a moment) 

Elm, that 's a new one. 3ut seein' as how you're flat--= 

FIRST t V 0 ~ ~  
Flat nothing! I f m  standing, if youf l l  notice. 

POL1 C U  
I mean, you're broke. 

3'1 R S T 'I'ORKMLXN 
mat's broke about me? 

I ' m  as whole and fit as a man csln be. 
(tie flexes h i s  arm) 
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Well, have y o u  

No, nor ha l f  a 

Then -you can' t 

POL1 c w  
(at a loss) 

got a dime? 

TIRST WONMAN 
dime. 

POL1 C W  
pqv your way, so---- 

FIRST WORKMAN 
I ' m  not l e t  pay my w a y .  
s k i l l ,  but I must have a dime. Ten cents to see the moonl Tne sur- 
geon's fee or death. 

They minted the i r  s o u l s  into coins and high finance abounded i n  the 
land so that spir i tual  scrfd.om was the lot thereof. 

Which means being number eight forty two i n  an mtomobile assembly 

I ' v e  strength to offer for my bread - -and 

(Ee ha l f  mutters to himself) 

( to  POLIC&N) 

plant. 
(There i s  a sympathetic m u r m u r  from the 

M E N  at back) 
One t w i r l  of a wrench, two twirls,  hours, days, weeks, months, years, 
a l ifetime spent twirling a wrench! 

POL1 CEMAN 
Wny a in ' t  you twirling one now? 

FIRST !YORKlIIAN 
(with a wry smile) 

(There i s  a shout of laughter from MEN 
I twirled so fas t  I brought about cn overproduction. 

at back) 
That' s when everybody! s got too much of everything. 

SECOND WORKMAN 
(fron l i n e  at back) 

(laughter from breadline) 
Yeh, same as  we have. 

TEI BD WORHMAN 
(from l i n e  at back) 

If you fe l l e r s  hadn't bought yourselves a whole flock o f  the l a tes t  
models, the plants wouldn't be shut down. 

(mother general laugh from breadline) 

And the reason 
with steak. 

FOURTE VORKMAN 
(from l ine)  

wofre eating a cup o f  c o f f e e  i s  because we're stuffed 

(another general laugh) 



t 
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FIRST VORKNAN 
God's doing1 

(tie laughs harshly) 
Isn' t it time we quit  alibi-ing ourselves that w,?y? 
we did something - after  twenty centuries o f  progress? 

I snt t it time 

SECOND WORKMAD 
Wnat can ~8 do? 

FIRST WORKMAN 
We can use the common s m s e  God gave us and we're usine it in next 
monthls national election. 
o u r  women fo lks  have votes. 
government and i t s  dime-orbeg policy. Dimes! ' Jetre t h e  wealth o f  
t h i s  country, you ant me w d  all  the men and women who hsve created 
the hmerica we love. 
and by the graco o f  our votes! 

We've got votes if wf?lvo nothing tilse and 
We're turning out this  Tory-souled 

We w a n t  government that111 put us b e f o r e  dimes 
Wetre getting it, 

c 

Black Out 



(by Auditorium Loudspeaker b e t w e e n  Scenc,s 
9 and 10 o f  Act 11) 

SPwn 
I n  the national election of  1932 h i s t o v  r e p e n t e d  i tself .  
Again the party o f  the p e o p l e  was swept i n t o  officer 



ACT I1 - SCD?E 10 

ANY AMERIOAN CITY, 1938 

SCrnElr As l ights  dim 1j.p a h r g e  group i s  ne- 
vealed. LABO4ZRS ni th pi  cks and shovels 
a m  on one pL7,tform a t  back R. C, , build- 
ing a roadway, ?JORKMEN with saws m d  
hammers are on platform at back L, C. 
Tk&y are erect ing a cott,ago, the frnme- 
work o f  which--some vpripht s mil n roof  
ridge - i s  C., occunying a spot C. where 
the Throne o f  the f l r s t  scene o f  Act I 
previously stood, 

Seated abOut on the stops ‘arc WOb&N 
busily engaged i n  sewing shirts, over- 
alls, etc: The scene i s  played at a 
fast tempo and the chants o f  the warious 
groups are recited with a staccato 
rhythm, 

FIRST GROUP 
(chantingly) 

With pick, with shovel, 
Huh! 

(They wield their  implements, those with 
picks raising and lowering them in  time 
with tho chant, while those with shovels 
pmtomimz l i f t i n g  d i r t  and heaving i t  as 
if upstage) 

SECOND GROUP 
( chantingly) 

Vith hammer, with saw, 
Euhl 

(They ply tneir implements, those with 
hammers striking the uprights, those with 
saws pantomiming busy action. The FIRST 
GROUP keeps time with i t s  implements, SO 

that both Grows are engaged in  movement 
at the same time) 

FIRST C A R P E D T B  
(who i s  the PHILLIP SCEUPLER o f  the ?resent 
generation, bringing down his  hiszlmer and 
speaking i n  staccato time) 

We workl 

FIRST WOMAN GROUP 
( o n  steps R. - i n  staccato time) 

The factory is silent1 
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SECOND MAN GROUP 
I t s  chimneys are smokeless. 

FIRST W GROUP 
Pr ivate  industry has shut i t s  gates against us. 

FIRST CARFEITTEB 
(wcilding hi 3 bi,mer) 

Yet WQ woPkl 

FIRST MJUT GROW 
(veild-ing thsii- implements i n  time with 
SECOND GROW) 

With pick, with shovel, 
Euh! 

SECOND Miid GROUP 
With hamctar, with saw, 
E:uha 

Rich mnl 

Poor man! 

Beggar man! 

Thi ef! 

Doctor! 

Laviyer! 

Indian chief! 

FIRST I;U3bikFlR 
(with a shovel) 

S3COND LABORER 
(with a pick) 

TEIRD LASOREB 
(with a shovel) 

FOURTE LABORER 
(with a pick) 

SECOND CLEE 'DIT~ 
(with a saw) 

TEIRD CBRFBTTER 
(with a hamnor) 

FOURTE C L EW XTER  
(a negro preferably, with a hatchet) 

FIRST LDORXR 
(the "rich man") 

Such we used t o  be. 
Now, with ni l l ions  nore, 
We are depression's rank ,and file. 

i 
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FIRST CARPENTER 

Well,  wetre not standing in  breadlines, are we? 
(taking a step towards FIRST LABORER) 

T'IRST MAN GEOVP 
And not f o r  private profit. 

SECOND 1AAU GROUP 
We labor f o r  the nation. 

FIRST LKBOm 

(scoffinglyt coming towards FIRST CAWEgTER) 
Yes, and the nation labors fo r  US. 

The United States af Utopiai 

FIRST CA€&?JVTm 
( t o  BIRST LABORER) 

Utopia nothing. "The Common sense of the subject", fe l le r ,  America 
i s  experimenting and--- 

FIRST LABORXI 
And wet r e  the guinea pigs. 

FIRST CAR?ENTX.R 
Pioneers, man, we1 r e  pioneers. 

FIRST LABOR33 
Pioneers! Us? 

(€3 e laughs mockingly) 

FIRST CAFIPE3TTEII 
Sure. Same as o u r  covered wagon rmcestors. 

(FIRST LABORXR makes as if t o  speak, but 
FIRST CARPXNTXR keeps on) 

That's what I said, fe l ler .  Those old boys----Well, tney had their 
work cut out f o r  them too, but the wilderness they tackled was nature's 
wilderness. This one we1 r e  tackling - th is  man made jungle of c i ty  
slums wetre making fit for humans t o  l i v e  in, i t ' s  the biggest kind 
of pioneering. Wetre the advance guard o f  tho new economy and----- 

FIRST LABORER 
Meaning what? 



FIBST CARPmTER 
Why, the new order o f  things that places human welfare before cash 
dividends, 

BOTH MEN GROUPS 
(togethor - i n  staccato time} 

P eopl e be'f or e f fir op er t yl 

FIRST LABOIIXR 
Baloney! 
tough. 

The reason w e f w  been given. jobs i s  t o  keep 11s from getting 

FIRST CARPENTER 
We've been given jobs, which is more than the jobless got i n  othex' 
depressions. 

FIRST LABORER 
( j  oerindy) 

The country's developing a conscience. 

Sure. Sort 

A l l  men are 

, :3 
FIRST CMPENTER 

o f  trying t6 make good the promise o f  the Declaration, 

FIRST LABORER 
c r ea t e d shove 11 er s 1 

FIRST CARf3NTER 
h n t f  s the matter with, shovellers? 

EIRST MAN GROUP 
, JGC-- Shovellers am needed); 

I FIRST CARPENTFa 
An army o f  shovellefd! & big hle&twup job t o  do. ' 

F1F-m LABORER - .  
A broken down prof i t  system t o  cle& aw~ty. 

FOURTH CARPZNTER 
Injustice t o  uproot! 

FIRST WOMAN GROUP 
Class consciiiirsness t o  weed out. 

. -  * FIRST CARPENTER 
' Special privilege to  c u t  down, 

I ,  

FIRST MAN GROUP 
i t h  'a renewal o f  work) 

6 Tith pick, with shovel, . 
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SECOND MAN GROW 
With hammer, with saw, 
Buht 

KALT OF FIRST MAN GROUP 
We' 11 build a Conlmonweo?.l;h-- 

-;4COND HALF OF FIRST Elm GROW 
o f  true Democracy. 

FIRST WOW? GROUF 
Where all  shall  l i v e  i n  peace - 

SECOND \?OMAN GROUP 
Thrive and know rich content - as equals. 

FIRST CARPENTER 
( t o  FIRST LbORE-4) 

That WQS the original idea, bfother, and wetre sticking t o  it. Yes, 
s i r ,  we1 11 get theqs yet. 

(atldress the M B S  GROUPS? 

FIRST LABOPm 
Get where? 

FIRST CAFCPi3NTm 
(turning on steps) 

Where we started f o r  in  1776. 

FIRST LABORER 
Oh,  yeah? 

FIRST CARPENTER 
Yes. 

(He spenks with bouyant enthusiasm, 
avoiding suly didactic preaching) 

The sp i r i t  that inspired o u r  Declaration i s  s t i l l  on the job, a 
sp i r i t  bigger than puny pride, stronger than greedy self-interest, 
a sp i r i t  born o f  vast plcins, towering mountain ranges, mighty rivers - 
resistless,  unconquerable1 Scorning the pettiness o f  money-changing. 
Demanding the f u l l  l i f e ,  the l i f e  set f ree  from what enslaves l ife.  

FIRST LABORER 
(mockingly) 

O r  what's called good old American idealism. 

FIRST CARP3NTER 
No, no, "the common sense o f  the subjectlt, feller. Reason challenging 
unreason, asserting the indisputable right of each in an America the 
land o f  a l l .  

=- 

a .  
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Yes. Common sense! 
BOTH MEN GROUPS 

3IRST C.A.RPENTE?-,R 
(at top o f  sts-ys, turning and facing 
towards andi en ce) 

Democracy in  name, plutocrncy i n  fact. 
(There i s  a wirmur o f  agreement from 
both Ma meflsj 

Like o u r  father before i - . ~ ,  l b k c  their fathers before them, we're s t i l l  
campromising with Toryism, evading, side-stepping, the inevitable Ye- 
adjustment - giving dictatorship excuse t o  jeer a t  Demdcracy, to c a l l  
i t  a " f i l thy thingll, to declare our l iberty  a Itputrefying C O ~ ~ ~ S B ~ ~ .  

(He has gradually worked down to the foot- 
l ights, timlhg his  steps t o  h is  spmch8sr 
Ndw he appeals straigh.t t o  the nudience) 

I s  dictatorship right? Is 9emocracy dead i n  America? 

BOTE dm Gxdwps 
( shouting spontaneously) 

No1 
(SECOND MAN GROUP marches down steps and 
ranges i t s e l f  i n  
FIRST W X N T E R )  

serried rank behind 

FIRST CARPENTXR 
(addressing his  speech t o  audience) 

Does the vision o f  equality s t i l l  persist? 

BOTE MEN GROUPS 
( thunderously) 

(FIRST MUN GROUP marches down steps and 
ranges i t s e l f  behind FIRST CARPENTER) 

Yes1 

FIRST CWESTTER 
(straight to audience) 

I s  the American spir i t  th, slave of P;old? 

BOTfi MEN GXOUPS 
N ever 1 

FIEST CmnTTER 
( t 0 audi ance) 
Now - before it is too  late! 

(Both M3N GT(0UPS tnke up the reoitative 

(FIRST pJT)Wl GROUP stands and joins the chorus) 

(SECOND VOMAN GROUP stands and joins the chorus) 
( A l l  on stage are now cnmting the lines, 
and tt group o f f  stage by u michrophone 
take them up, bringing i n  all loudspeakers 
both back stage and i n  auditorium) 

Then prove it! 
world turning back t o  tyranny: 

Let  us reaffirm t o  & 
If------ t h a t  government of the people 

with him) 
ffby the people,'f 

Itand for the people,"  
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FIRST CA#PENT?B ( Contl d) 
Ifshall not perish from the earthlm 

(On the word "earth" the hands o f  all on stage 
are thrust upward i n  a generd, spontaneous 
movement, picks, shovels, hammers, saws, etc. 
being raised aloft as the last l i n e  i s  
thundered forth, creating a picture of  a. 
united Amel'ica rededicating i t s e l f  t d  those 
principles o f  freedom which are our country's 
proudest heri t,age) 

C U B , T  A , I  N 

, 

? 


